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Trenton,  N.  J.,  January  26,  1892. 
The  Annual   Meeting  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  So- 
ciety was  held  this  day  in  the  Supreme  Court  Room  in  the 
State  House,  there  being  an  unusually  large  attendance. 

The  Honorable  JOHN  CLEMENT,  President,  occupied  the 
chair  during  the  early  part  of  the  day  and  Dr.  S.  H.  Pen- 
nington, First  Vice  President,  presided  during  the  rest  of 
the  session. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  stated  that  he  had 
received  letters  from  Henry  Barnard  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
Clarence  S.  Bement  of  Philadelphia,  Gen.  A.  W.  Greely  of 
Washington,  Mrs.  Martha  J.  Lamb  of  New  York,  P.  M. 
MacDonald  of  Boston,  and  Berthold  Fernow  of  Albany, 
acknowledging  their  election  as  Honorary  Members  of  the 
Society.  Also  from  Gen.  T.  F.  Rodenbough  of  New  York, 
B.  Fernow  of  Albany,  Francis  B  Lee  of  Trenton,  Mrs. 
Frederick  H.  Pierson  of  Elizabeth,  Nathaniel  Niles  of  Madi- 
son, F.  W.  Ricord  of  Newark,  John  L.  Murphy  and  Gen. 
W.  S.  Stryker  of  Trenton.  E.  D.  Halsey  of  Morristown, 
F.  Wolcott  Jackson  of  Newark,  Mrs.  Edwin  Salter  of 
Forked  River,  Ocean  County,  and  others,  relating  to  the 
work    of   the    Society;   also  from  Mrs.   Martha  J.    Lamb, 
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editor  of  the  Magazine  of  American  History,  accepting  an 
invitation  to  read  a  paper  at  this  meeting. 

The  usual  reports  of  the  TREASURER  and  Librarian 
were  read. 

The  Executive  Committee  presented  a  report  on  the 
work  of  the  Society,  and  again  urged  the  importance  of  a 
building  for  the  uses  of  the  Society,  and  its  library.  The 
Committee  also  reported  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  P. 
Bradley,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Rev.  Alanson  A.  Haines  of  Hamburgh, 
Sussex  County,  both  active  members  of  the  Society,  and 
of  the  Rev.  Israel  Ward  Andrews,  an  Honorary  Member 
of  the  Society. 

The  President  announced  the  following 

Standing  Committees  foe  1892. 

Finance.— h.  Spencer  Goble,  Theodore  Coe,  James  D.  Orton,  John  W. 
Taylor,  Charles  G.  Rockwood. 

Publications.— G'diXYQi  D.  W.  Vroom,  William  Nelson,  Austin  Scott,  Ph.  D., 
Edmund  D.  Halsey,  William  S.  Stryker. 

Library. — Robert  F.  Baliautine,  Frederick  W.  Eicord,  Aaron  Lloyd  George 
A.  Halsey,  George  J.  Hagar,  William  E.  Weeks,  Henry  S.  Haines,  Ernest  E. 
Coe. 

Statistics.— F.  Wolcott  Jackson,  Arthur  Ward,  M.  D.,  William  E.  Weeks, 
Ernest  E.  Coe,  Edward  H.  Stokes. 

Nominations. — L.  Spencer  Goble,  Henry  E.  Cannon,  M.  D.,  Eev.  Allen  H. 
Brown, 

Genealogy. — Atlantic— John  J.  Gardner,  Atlantic  City;  Bergen — William 
M.  Johnson,  Hackensack;  Burlington— Cliiford  Stanley  Sims,  Mt.  Holly; 
Camden— John  E.  Stevenson,  M.  D.,  Haddoufield;  Cumberland — William  E. 
Potter,  Bridgeton;  Essex— Daniel  T.  Clark,  South  Orange;  Hudson — Charles 
H.  Winfield,  Jersey  City;  Hunterdon— Henry  Eace,  M.  D.,  Pittstown;  Mercer 
— William  S.  Stryker,  Trenton;  Monmouth— James  S.  Yard,  Freehold;  Mor- 
ris—Edmund D.  Halsey,  Morristown;  Passaic— William  Nelson,  Paterson; 
Somerset— A.  V.  D.  Honeyman,  Somerville;  Salem — William  Patterson, 
Salem;  Sussex— Thomas  Lawrence,  Hamburgh;  Union,  Henry  E.  Cannon, 
M.  D.,  Elizabeth. 
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The  Committee  on  Colonial  and  Revolutionary 
Documents  through  their  chairman,  the  Hon.  Nathaniel 
Niles,  reported  the  progress  of  the  work  entrusted  to  them. 
Mr.  Niles  stated  that  the  Hterary  work  of  the  committee 
had  fallen  entirely  to  other  hands  than  his  own, 
and  he  felt  that  the  credit  ought  to  be  given  to 
the  gentlemen  who  had  been  actively  engaged  in  the  edit- 
ing and  publishing  of  the  New  Jersey  Archives.  While  he 
had  always  taken  a  very  deep  interest  in  the  work,  and  per- 
haps had  been  of  some  service  at  the  outset,  he  felt  that 
someone  else  could  render  more  valuable  cooperation  than 
himself,  and  he  therefore  tendered  his  resignation  as  a 
member  of  the  committee. 

The  report  was  received  and  the  Committee  authorized 
to  fill  any  vacancy  occurring  in  its  membership. 

The  following  were  elected  by  ballot 

Officeks  for  1892. 

President — Johu  Clement,  Haddonfield. 

Vice  Presidents — Samuel  H.  Pennington,  M.  D.,  Newark;  WiUiam  S. 
Stryker,  Trenton ;  Eev.  George  S.  Mott,  D.  D. ,  Flemington. 

Corresponding  Secretary — William  Nelson,  Paterson. 

Recording  Secretary — William  R.  Weeks,  Newark. 

Treasurer  and  Librarian— Fredevick  W.  Eicord,  Newark. 

Executive  Committee— George  A.  Halsey,  Newark;  John  F,  Hagemau, 
Princeton;  David  A.  Depue,  Newark;  Nathaniel  Niles,  Madison;  John  L 
Blair,  Blairstown;  Franklin  Murphy,  Newark;  Ilobert  F.  Ballautiue,  Newark; 
Garret  I).  W.  Vroom,  Trenton;  James  Neilson,  New  Brunswick. 

Mr.  Niles  stated  that  he  had  been  authorized  by  the 
family  of  the  late  Daniel  Haines,  of  Hamburgh,  Sussex 
County,  a  former  Governor  of  New  Jersey  and  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  to  present  to  the  Society  an  oil  por- 
trait of  the  Governor.  He  spoke  eloquently  of  the  eminent 
character  of  Governor  Haines  and  of  his  great  interest  in 
the  work  of  the  society.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered 
to  the  family  for  this  valuable  and  interesting  gift.  The 
Corresponding  Secretary  was  also  instructed  to  communi- 
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cate  with  the   family  and   ascertain  if  the  papers  of  Gov. 
Haines  could  not  be  secured  for  the  Society. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary,  William  Nelson, 
read  an  extract  from  \h.&' Pennsylvania  Gazette  of  1734  giv- 
ing an  amusing  account  of  a  test  for  witchcraft  at  Mount 
Holly,  Burlington  County,  when  a  man  and  a  woman 
accused  of  witchcraft  were  tried  by  the  ''water  test,"  to  see 
if  they  would  drown  if  they  were  innocent,  or  if  they  would 
be  sustained  by  the  witches. 

The  following  persons  were  elected  by  ballot,  and  sub- 
sequently accepted  their  election  as 

Resident  Membeks. 

William  C.  Heppenheimer, Jersey  City. 

Emory  McClintock, Morristown. 

Henry  M.  Trippe, East  Orange. 

La  Ene  Vredenburgh,  Jr., .....  Somerville. 

The  Society  was  then  entertained  by  MRS.  Martha  J. 
Lamb,  Editor  of  The  Magazine  of  American  History,  who 
read  a  charming  and  eloquent  paper  on  ''  Important  events 
in  Colonial  History,"  in  which  the  settlements  at  James- 
town, New  York  and  Plymouth  were  described,  with  the 
most  striking  incidents  connected  with  each.  The  reading 
of  the  paper  was  frequently  interrupted  by  applause,  and 
at  its  close  Mrs.  Lamb  was  tendered  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks,  and  was  requested  to  place  a  copy  of  the  paper  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Society. 

Resolutions  were  adopted  requesting  the  Hon.  Cortlandt 
Parker  to  read  a  paper  before  the  Society  on  the  late  Jus- 
tice Bradley,  and  inviting  Judge  Ricord  to  read  a  memoir  of 
the  late  Dr.  Abraham  Coles. 

Adjourned. 
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gan»tlonsi  ta  the  pbtMtu  in  1891, 

OF   BOOKS    RELATING    TO   NeW    JeKSEY. 

Memorial  Address  on  Asher  B.  Duraud,  by  David  Huntington.  New  York, 
1887.     8vo.,  pp.  48. 

Memorial  Services  and  Notices  of  George  William  Salter.  Washington,  D. 
C,  1882.     8vo.,  pp.  46. 

Historj'  of  the  Washington  Association  of  New  Jerse}',  by  Edmund  D.  Hal- 
sey.     Morristown,  N.  J.,  1891.     8vo.,  pp.  39. 

History  of  Salem  (N.  J.)  Steamboats,  by  Wm.  Patterson,  [Salem  ?]  1891. 
8vo.,  pp.  7. 

Historical  Sketch  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  City  of  Newark,  N.  J. 
Newark,  N.  J.,  1891.     8vo.,  pp.  74. 

Some  Reminiscences  of  Seth  Boyden,  the  Invento'r,  of  Newark.  Newark, 
18S9.     8vo.,  pp.  64. 

A  Medical  History  of  the  County  of  Warren,  N.  J.,  18oo-90.  Prepared  by 
a  Committee.     Newark,  1890.     8vo.,  pp.    104. 

Baldwin,  J.  H.,  Directory  of  the  Oranges,  N.  J.,  1890-91.  Orange,  N. 
J.  1890.     8vo.,  pp.  980. 

Poems  of  Twin  Graduates  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey.  S.  V.  and  William 
Paterson.     Newark,  1882.     8vo.,  pp.  383. 

Biography  of  the  Class  of  1838  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey.  Philadel- 
phia, 1889.     8vo.,  pp.  197. 

A  Monograph  on  the  Founding  of  Jersey  Cit}',  by  Charles  H.  W^infield. 
New  York,  1891.     8vo.,  pp.  97. 

Necrological  Reports,  etc.,  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  Princeton  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  Vol.  I,  1875-1889.     Princeton,  N.  J.,  1891.     8vo.,  pp. 

[This  volume  is  made  up  of  yearly  reports  from  187r)-lS89,  inclusive, 
separately  paged,  bound  together,  and  called  "Volume  I "  on  the  title  page 
printed  for  the  volume.] 
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JUSTICE  JOSEPH  P.  BRADLEY. 

Joseph  P.  Bradley  was  born  March  14,  1813,  at  Helder- 
berg,  Albany  county,  ^;.  Y.,  the  oldest  of  eleven  children 
of  a  farmer  in  humble  circumstances.  By  dint  of  the 
sternest  self-denial,  he  fitted  himself  for  college,  entered 
Rutgers,  and  was  graduated  in  1835.  ^^  became  princi- 
pal of  an  academy  at  Millstone,  Somerset  county,  and 
began  studying  for  the  ministry,  but  shortly  accepted  an 
invitation  to  enter  the  law  office  of  Archer  Gifford,  in  New- 
ark, and  in  1839  was  admittted  to  the  bar,  becoming  a 
counsellor  in  1842.  He  acquired  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice,  and  was  counsel  for  m.any  years  of  the  Camden 
and  Amboy  railroad  and  other  corporations.  He  was  an 
unceasing  toiler ;  his  leisure  hours  were  devoted  to  keep- 
ing up  his  knowledge  of  Latin  and  Greek;  to  a  critical 
study  of  the  Hebrew  text  of  the  Scriptures;  to  abstruse 
problems  in  mathematics;  to  historical,  antiquarian  and 
genealogical  lore,  often  poring  for  days  over  musty  rec- 
ords in  out  of  the  wa}^  corners.  In  1869  President  Grant 
appointed  him  to  be  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  in  1877  it  fell  to  his  lot  to 
give  the  casting  vote  as  a  member  of  the  Electoral  Com- 
mission which  decided  that  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  was  elect- 
ed President  of  the  United  States.  As  a  member  of  thei 
Supreme  Court  he  ranked  second  to  none.  He  was  one  of 
the  original  members  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 
and  served  as  Recording  Secretary  in  1845  and  1846.     He 


I 


JAN.,    1893]  MEETING    IN    TRENTON.  7 

was  the  author  of  many  pubHshed  addresses.  He  died  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  January  22,  1892,  and  was  buried  at 
Newark.  An  extended  Memoir  will,  it  is  expected,  be 
published  in  the  Society's  Proceedings  for  January,  1893. 
Hence  the  brevity  of  this  notice. 

THE    REV.    ALANSON   A.    HAINES. 

The  Rev.  A.  A.  Haines,  the  well  known  chaplain  of  the 
Fifteenth  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  died  at  his 
residence  in    Hamburg   on  Friday,  December  nth,  1891. 

Alanson  Austin  Haines,  son  of  Governor  Daniel  Haines, 
was  born  at  Hamburg,  Sussex  County,  March  i8th,  1830. 
His  boyhood  was  passed  among  the  hills  of  his  native 
county,  but  later  he  was  sent  to  Flushing,  L.  I.,  to  the 
school  of  Mr.  Ezra  Fairchild,  where  so  many  Jersey  boys 
were  educated.  Here  he  fitted  for  Princeton  Collegfe, 
which  he  entered  in  1849,  i^  the  Sophomore  class.  He 
spent  a  year  and  a  half  at  Nassau  Hall,  but  in  the  middle 
of  his  Junior  year  he  was  obliged  to  suspend  his  collegiate 
course  on  account  of  his  health.  For  a  year  he  was  in  the 
employment  of  the  Central  Railroad  of  New  Jersey  as  a 
civil  engineer,  and  was  then  offered  and  accepted  the  pos- 
ition of  Assistant  Engineer  of  the  Belvidere  &  Delaware 
road,  which  occupied  him  for  four  years.  By  his  industry 
he  had  accumulated  about  a  thousand  dollars,  was  about 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  with  health  entirely  restored, 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  fit  himself  for  the  ministry.  In  1855 
he  entered  Princeton  Seminary,  and  graduated  in  1858. 
His  first  charge  was  at  Berlin,  Maryland,  and  here  he 
spent  two  years.  He  was  then  called  to  Amagansett,  on 
the  easterly  end  of  Long  Island,  where  he  remained  for  the 
same  length  of  time.  He  was  always  much  attached 
to  this  place  and  its  people,  and  loved  to  speak  of  and  re- 
visit it.  But  the  war,  with  all  its  excitement,  was  upon  us, 
and  he  felt  that  his  duty  lay  beyond  the  limits  of  his  quiet 
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sea  side  charge.  His  younger  brother,  Captain  Thomas 
R.  Haines,  who  had  left  his  law  practice  the  first  year  of 
the  war  to  head  a  Sussex  company  in  the  First  N.  J.  Cav- 
alry, had  fallen  in  a  fight  with  Ashby  at  Harrisonburg,  Va., 
on  the  6th  of  June,  1862.  Watching  the  course  of  his 
brother  with  all  the  anxiety  of  affection,  his  sudden  death 
made  the  cause  in  which  he  had  fallen  more  sacred  to 
Alanson,  and  his  own  duty  seem  more  imperative.  In  July 
and  August,  1862,  the  Fifteenth  Regiment  was  being  or- 
ganized by  his  cousin.  Col.  Samuel  Fowler,  and  he  was 
made  its  Chaplain.  Never  was  a  commission  more  worthily 
granted  or  its  duties  more  fully  discharged.  If  the 
material  which  comprised  this  regiment  was  exceptionally 
good,  it  was  certainly  fortunate  in  its  officers.  It  was  to 
lose  more  men  in  action  than  any  other  Jersey  regiment, 
and  participate  in  more  engagements.  It  was  providential 
that  it  should  have  a  Chaplain  whose  efforts  were  untiring 
for  the  welfare  of  the  men,  who  accompanied  it  on  every 
march  and  was  present  on  every  battlefield.  Though  as  a 
consequence  of  his  faithfulness,  he  brought  back  to  his  na- 
tive state  a  frame  forever  after  afilicted  with  disease,  it  was 
one  of  his  rewards  that  his  zeal,  courage  and  devotion  were 
appreciated  by  the  men  for  whom  he  was  willing  to  peril 
all,  and  in  every  subsequent  gathering  no  name  was  more 
enthusiastically  greeted  than  that  of  Chaplain  Haines. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  in  July,  1865,  he  returned  to 
Hamburg  and  became,  at  i^s  unanimous  request,  the  pastor 
of  the  "Old  North"  Hardyston  Church.  He  continued 
to  fill  this  position  until  his  failing  health  compelled  him 
to  resign  in  1890.  Twice  during  his  last  pastorate  he  was 
absent  for  a  time  from  his  church.  In  1873  the  U.  S. 
Government  aided,  or  attempted  to  aid,  the  efforts  of  the 
American  Palestine  Exploration  Society  to  secure  a  more 
complete  survey  of  the  country  east  of  the  Jordan.  The 
English  government  was  to  do  a  similar  work  on  the  west 


JAN.,    1892]  MEETING    IN    TRENTON.  9 

side  of  the  river.  Mr.  Haines  joined  the  American  party 
in  a  work  so  fitted  to  his  tastes,  both  as  an  engineer  and  as 
a  Bible  student.  In  this  expedition  his  party  was  several 
times  in  very  great  danger  from  hostile  Arabs,  and  only 
extraordinary  prudence  and  firmness  saved  them  from 
death.  The  government  control  was,. however,  more  of  an 
embarrassment  than  an  assistance,  and  in  1876  Mr.  Haines 
joined  a  private  party  which  explored  the  Sinai  Peninsula 
and  Petrsea  region  much  more  satisfactorily  to  himself.  He 
wrote  a  full  account  of  this  expedition  and  description  ot 
the  country  visited,  but  it  has  never  been  published. 

To  the  discharge  of  his  pastoral  work  Mr.  Haines 
brought  the  same  earnestness  and  zeal  as  had  been  mani- 
fested in  his  chaplaincy.  The  church  in  1865  had  a  mem- 
bership of  thirty-eight.  The  attendance  had  been  reduced 
to  a  mere  handful.  In  1877  the  church  had  attained 
a  membership  of  117,  or  treble  its  former  number,  but 
then  removals  and  deaths  caused  serious  inroads,  and 
in  1883  the  membership  had  fallen  to  81.  The  faithful 
work  of  the  pastor  again  had  its  reward,  and  in  1887  it  had 
increased  to  167,  which  number  was  however  again  re- 
duced by  removals  and  deaths,  to  137  the  following  year. 
The  Old  North  Hardyston  Church,  some  two  miles  from 
Hamburg,  and  built  to  accommodate  several  villages, 
could  no  longer  hold  the  majority  of  the  members. 
Largely  through  his  exertions  a  new  church  was  erected 
at  Hamburg,  which  was  partly  finished  and  opened  for 
service  the  first  Sunday  in  December,  1879,  and  was 
entirely  completed  and  dedicated  May  i8th,  1881.  Amid 
many  discouragements,  with  frequent  changes  and  re- 
movals among  his  people  interfering  with  the  permanency 
of  his  church,  struggling  uncomplainingly  with  disease, 
which  never  left  him,  the  work  that  this  faithful  minister 
did  will  never  be  known  until  revealed  at  the  last  day. 
After  twenty-five  years,  increasing  infirmity  compelled  him 
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to  give  up  his  pastoral  work.  On  June  30th,  1890,  he 
preached  his  farewell  sermon  to  the  North  Church 
congregation,  and  the  following  Sunday  (July  6th) 
bade  farewell  to  that  of  Hamburg.  Bronchitis  and  lung 
trouble  had  developed  in  addition  to  the  disease  which 
his  army  service  had  entailed  upon  him.  From  that  time 
his  life  was  a  patient  looking  forward  to  the  time  when 
he  should  be  taken  away.  For  a  time  he  busied  himself 
with  his  pen,  furnishing  for  the  newspapers  articles  of 
an  historical  character  or  biographical  sketches  of  his 
fallen  comrades  of  the  army.  One  by  one  his  employ- 
ments and  amusements  were  taken  from  him — gradually 
but  constantly  his  strength  failed,  until  Friday  noon, 
December  iith,  1891,  when  he  peacefully  passed  away. 

Mr.  Haines  was  a  very  busy  man.  With  all  his 
other  occupations  he  found  time  to  write  a  great  deal 
for  publication.  In  1883  he  published  the  "History 
of  the  Fifteenth  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers," 
which  has  been  pronounced  the  best  regimental  history  at 
that  time  ever  published.  In  1888  he  published  the 
"  Hardyston  Memorial,  '  a  local  history,  of  very  great  value, 
and  which  embodied  an  immense  amount  of  labor  and  re- 
search. In  1884,  having  heard  of  the  discovery  of 
the  bones  of  some  unknown  animal  at  Mt.  Hermon,  in 
Warren  county,  he  proceeded  at  once  to  the  spot,  secured 
all  that  could  be  obtained  and  presented  them  to  the 
College  of  New  Jersey,  in  whose  museum  the  restored 
skeleton  is  now  mounted — the  finest  and  largest  specimen 
of  the  Cervus  Americanus  to  be  found  anywhere.  It  is 
larger  than  the  celebrated  Irish  deer,  whose  bones  were 
found  in  the  peat  bogs  of  Limerick.  He  was  one  of 
the  trustees  of  the  Blairstown  Academy,  and  on  January 
22,  1889,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  New  Jersey  Histor- 
ical Society. 
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But  it  is  as  Chaplain  of  the  Fifteenth  Regiment  that 
he  is  best  known  and  will  be  longest  remembered.  In 
the  camp  he  was  unwearied  in  his  efforts  to  make  the 
men  good  Christians  as  well  as  good  soldiers.  They 
were  always  willing  to  help  him  to  erect  the  "  Chapel 
Tent"  which  he  procured  and  carried  with  him  and  which 
at  Brandy  Station  was  logged  up  to  make  a  large  and 
comfortable  hall.  On  the  march  he  was  present  to 
encourage  and  help  the  weary  and  fagged  out  soldier, 
frequently  mounting  a  foot-sore  private  on  his  own  horse. 
On  the  battlefield  he  was  often  seen  "in  the  fighting  line," 
and  no  danger  deterred  him  from  being  present  to 
care  for  the  wounded  and  to  comfort  and  cheer  the 
dying.  He  was  strict  to  rebuke  immorality,  but  the  men 
knew  and  recognized  his  perfect  sincerity  and  consistency. 
They  knew  they  had  no  better  friend  than  he.  At  all  the 
reunions  of  the  regiment  he  was  heard  with  gladness,  and 
his  memory  will  long  be  cherished  by  the  men  whose 
dangers  and  hardships  he  shared,  and  to  whom  his  life  and 
words  were  a  constant  example  and  incentive  to  noble 
Christian  doing. ^ 

1  The  foregoing  sketch  of  Chaplaiu  Haines  is  condensed  from  an  article  by  Mr. 
Edmund  D.  Halsey,  of  Morriatown,  published  in  the  Dover  Iron  Era  of  December  18, 
1891. 
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY/ 


The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  born^  on  the  3d  Decem- 
ber, 1756,  at  Elizabeth  Town  in  the  then  Colony  of  New 
Jersey,  graduated  at  Princeton  College  in  September  1773,  ^ 
is  now  one  of  the  Trustees^  of  that  celebrated  Seat  of 
Science,  and  the  first  Vice  President  of  the  Alumni  of 
Nassau  Hall,  of  whom  the  President  is  James  Madison,  late 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Having  been  nurtured  in  Whig  principles,  Mr.  Ogden  at  a 
very  early  age  enrolled  himself  in  defence  of  the  United 
Colonies,  in  the  Militia  of  New  Jersey ;  and  in  the  Spring  of 
the  year   1777  received  an   appointment  in  the   first   New 


1  This  autobiography  was  prepared  by  Col.  Ogden  about  1833,  and  was  the  basis  of 
a  biographical  sketch  published  in  "The  National  Portrait  Gallery  of  Distiiiguished 
Americans,  conducted  by  James  B.  Longacre,  Philadelphia;  and  James  Herring, 
New  York,"  Vol.  I.,  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  London,  18;M.  It  is  the  tenth  In 
order  in  the  volume,  and  is  accompanied  by  a  fine  steel  engaving  ri  a  portrait  of  Ogdeu, 
painted  and  engraved  liy  A.  B.  Durand,  It  is  now  rei)rinted  from  the  original  man- 
uscript, carefully  preserved  by  tlie  family,  and  which  has  been  strictly  followed  in 
the  printing  here.  Notes  and  added  facts  have  been  given,  in  order  to  present  a 
completer  view  of  the  life  and  character  of  the  distinguished  hero  and  statesnuin. 

2  Son  of  Robert  Ogden  and  brother  of  Matthias  Ogden  and  Robert  Ogden,  jun.,  of 

Elizabethtown. 

3  After  leaving  College  he  became  an  assistant  teacher  in  the  school  of  Francis 
Barber,  at  Elizabethtown,  remaining  until  the  spring  of  1777,  when  the  school  was 
broken  up,  and  principal  and  assistant  both  entered  the  army.— I'rincetoii.  in  (he 

Eigliteenth  Century,  168. 

4  lie  was  one  of  the  Trustees  of  Princeton  College  from  1S17  until  his  death,  in 
1839. 
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Jersey  Regiment/  and  continued  in  such  service  until  the 
termination  of  the  war,  in  the  various  grades  of  a  Captain, 
Major  of  Brigade,  Brigade  Major  ard  Inspector,  and  Aid 

de  Camp. 

After  the  termination  of  the  war,  he  appHed  himself  to 
the  study  of  the  law,  and  was  admitted  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  New  Jersey  to  the  degrees  successively  of  an 
Attorney,  a  Counsellor,  and  Serjeant  at  Law,^  and  by  the 
Corporation  of  Nassau  Hall  at  Princeton  to  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Laws.'^ 

In  the  year  1799,  and  when  in  full  practice  at  the  Bar,  he 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  eleventh  regiment 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  a  Deputy  Quarter 
Master  General  in  that  army;  in  which  grades  he  served 
untill  the  army  was  disbanded,  after  which  he  resumed  and 
continued  in  an  extensive  practice  of  the  law  untill  the  year 
18 12,  when  he  was  elected^  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  its  Militia.  During 
this  time  he  was  appointed^  a  Major  General  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  flagrante  bello  with  Great  Britain* 
which  last  appointment  he  did  not  accept,  on  the  sole 
ground,  that  under  the  circumstances,  he  thought  he  could 
be  of  more  use  in  the  command  of  the  Militia  of  New  Jer- 
sey, then  threatened  with  an  invasion,  than  he  probably 
could  be  in  the  regular  army,  which  reason  was  considered 
by  the  government  as  satisfactory. 

1  He  was  commissioned  Paymaster,  First  Battalion,  First  Establishment,  Decem- 
ber 8,  1775;  Paymaster.  First  Battalion,  Second  .Establishment,  "Jersey  Troops,"  Coniin- 
ental  Line,  February  1,  1777;  resigned  as  Paymaster,  April  1, 1778;  Captain-Lieutenant, 
Fir.st  Regiment;  Captain,  ditto,  to  date  February  2, 1779;  Brigade  Major  and  Inspector 
and  Aid-de-Camp  to  Brigadier  Genera!  William  Maxwell,  April  1,  1778;  discharged  at 
the  close  of  the  ■wdiV.—Stryker''s  Revolutionary  Roster,  69. 

2  He  studied  law  with  his  older  brother,  Robert,  at  Elizabethtown ;  was 
licensed  as  an  attorney  at  the  September  Term,  17S4,  and  as  a  sergeant  at  the  Septem- 
ber Term,  1792,  The  roll  of  counsellors,  1780-92,  is  missing.  The  number  of  sergeants 
was  limited  to  twelve. 

■5  In  1816, 

4  By  tlie  Legislature,  October  29,  1812.    He  held  the  office  one  year. 

5  By  I'resident  Madison,  February  27,  1S13,  under  an  act  of  Congress  of  February 
24,  1813.  providing  for  the  appointment  of  six  Major  Generals. 
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Governor  Ogden  has  been  for  many  years^  President  by 
annual  election  of  the  New  Jersey  State  Society  of  Cincin- 
nati, in  which  honorable  rank  General  Elias  Dayton  and 
Governor  Bloomfield  were  his  Predecessors,  and  has  been 
twice  elected  &  is  now  President  General  of  the  General  Soci- 
ety of  Cincinnati,  in  which  high  rank  his  predecessors  were 
General  Washington,  General  Hamilton,  General  Charles 
Cotesworth  Pinckney  and  Thomas  Pinckney.^ 

In  the  Winter  of  1 775-1776,  an  expedition  was  formed 
under  Colonel  Lord  Sterling,'^  commanding  the  first  New 
Jersey  Regiment,  to  take  a  large  Ship  at  Sea  plying  off 
Sandy  Hook,  while  the  Asia,  Man  of  War,  a  Ikitish  Ship 
of  the  line  with  large  tender,  were  lying  in  the  Bay  and 
Harbor  of  New  York. 

This  expedition  was  composed  of  a  detachment  from 
Lord  Sterling's  regiment  lying  at  Perth  Amboy,  and  a 
corps  of  Volunteers  from  Elizabeth  Town,  of  whom  Mr. 
Ogden  was  one.  This  expedition  embarked  in  small  craft, 
put  to  sea  at  night  from  Sandy  Hook,  under  a  strong 
North  West  wind,  and  soon  after  sun-rising  descried  the 
Ship  they  were  in  quest  of,  bore  down  upon  her,  laid  them- 
selves alongside,  boarded  &  carried  her;  of  these  board- 
ers Mr.  Ogden  was  one.  This  Ship  proved  to  be  The  Blue 
Mountain  Valley  of  300  Tons  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain Dempster,  loaded  with  Coal,  Porter  and  live  stock  for 
the  British  troops  at  Boston.  In  the  afternoon  the  wind 
came  in  from  the  Southward,  and  the  prize  was  safely 
brought  in,  and  secured  at  Elizabeth  Town  Point.* 

1  From  1S24  until  his  death  in  1839.  Eiias  Dayton  was  President.  1783-1808;  and 
Joseph  Bloomfield,  1808-24. 

2  lie  was  Vice-President  General,  1825-9  ;  and  President  General,  l8'29-39.  General 
Wasliinston  was  President  General,  1788-99;  Alexander  Hamilton,  1800-1804;  C'hark'8 

otesworth  Pinckney,  1805-2.5:  Tiiomas  Pinckney,  1825-29. 
•'5  William  Alexander,  of  Basking  Ridge,  New  Jersey,  who  claimed  tiie  title  of  Earl 
dt  Stirling,    He  was  subsequently  a  Major  General  in  tlie  American  Army. 

4  A  detailed  account  of  this  brilliant  adventure,  written  by  Robert  Ogden,  eliair- 
nan  of  the  Town  Committee  of  Elizauethtown,  dated  February  10,  1776.  was  sent  to 
:?ongress,  and  is  publisbed  in  American  Archives,  Fourth  Series,  Vol.  IV.  987-9. 
i^aron  Ogden  is  named  as  one  of  the  men  on  the  expedition.  The  do'-ument  Is  re- 
printed in  Hatfield's  Elizabeth,  421-4. 
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On  the  29th  January,  1776,  Congress  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolve,  to  wit — that  the  alertness,  activity  and  good 
conduct  of  Lord  Sterling,  and  the  forwardness  and  spirit  of 
the  gentlemen  and  others  from  Elizabeth  Town  who  volun- 
tarily assisted  in  taking  the  Blue  Mountain  Valley  were 
laudable  and  exemplary. 

On  the  nth  of  September,  1777,  the  American  Army 
consisting  of  about  18,000  men  was  posted  near  Chadsford  ^ 
on  the  Brandywine  with  that  river  and  a  strong  Abbatis  in 
its  front,  and  the  enemy  with  as  large  a  number  was  ad- 
vancing from  the  head  of  Elk,  apparently  with  an  intent  to 
cross  the'  Brandywine  at  this  ford  and  attack  General 
Washington  in  his  then  position,  but  foreseeing  that  Sir 
William  Howe,  the  Commander  of  the  British  Army,  might 
turn  to  the  right  of  the  American  Army,  and  cross  a 
bridge''^  on  the  Brandywine  higher  up,  near  Birmingham 
meeting-house,  General  Washington  had  determined  in 
this  event,  to  pass  his  army  over  the  Brandywine  at  Chads- 
worth,^  attack  the  troops,  the  heavy  artillery  and  baggage 
pf  the  enemy  which  might  be  left  behind,  and  take  post  in 
the  neighboring  high  hills  of  Maryland. 

The  first  New  Jersey  regiment  to  which  Mr.  Ogden  be- 
longed was  posted  in  advance  with  directions  to  cross  the 
river,  and  commence  the  attack  on  receiving  such  order 
from  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  be  given  in  case  the  ene- 
my should  make  the  expected  movement.  Col.  Matthias 
Ogden,  the  brother  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  com- 
manded this  regiment  and  impatient  for  this  order,  dis- 
patched him  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  to    inform   himj 

1  Cliad's  Ford.  There  is  now  a  bridge  near  ttie  site  of  the  old  ford.  Maps  illuS| 
trating  the  Battle  of  Brandywine  may  be  found  in  Lossing's  Pield-Book  of  the  RevO' 
lution,  II.,  377;  2  Penn.  Archives,  X.,  316;  Sparks's  Washington,  V.,  58;  Battles  of  tb( 
American  Revolution,  by  Henry  B.  Carrington,  .381 ;  Stedman's  American  War,  Dab 
11  n,  1794. 

'■^  A  ford  is  meant.  There  was  no  bridge  across  the  Brandywine  within  severa 
miles  of  Chad's  Ford.  Brintou's  Ford  was  one  mile  above;  Jones's  two  miles;  Wisj 
tL-r's  (Shunk's),  three  uiUqs.— Carrington,  337;  Lossing,  377,  and  see  the  maps. 

3  Chad's  Ford. 
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that   everything  was   ready,  and   waiting   for  the   order   to 
advance  across  the  river. 

General  Washington  was  attended  by  his  aides,  and  in- 
formed the  bearer  of  this  message  that  he  was  distracted 
by  contrary  intelligence,  and  he  did  not  send  the  ex- 
pected order. 

It  seems  that  Colonel  Hamilton,  who  was  one  of  General 
Washington's  aids,  had  reconnoitred  the  enemy,  &  had 
informed  the  General  that  they  were  in  full  march  up  the 
river,  on  the  other  side  of  it  toward  his  right,  at  the  same 
time  an  express  arrived  from  Major  General  Sullivan,  who 
had  been  placed  on  the  right  for  the  express  purpose  of 
observing  the  movement  of  the  enemy,  that  there  were 
none  on  the  road. 

Col.  Lewis  Morris  \  one  of  the  aids  of  General  Sullivan, 
within  a  few  years  past,  informed  Mr.  Ogden  that  the  vid - 
ets  sent  out  by  General  Sullivan  had  spent  their  time  in 
drinking  at  a  tavern,  and  on  their  return  reported  that  the 
enemy  were  not  on  that  route.  Upon  which  he  wrote  on 
a  drum  head,  his  dispatch  to  General  Washington  contain- 
ing this  contradictory  intelligence.  , 

By  this  skilful  manoeuvre  Sir  William  Howe  turned  the 
right  of  the  American  Army,  and  compelled  General 
Washington  to  change  his  front,  &  a  defeat  was  the  neces- 
sary consequence.  Thus  this  battle,  in  all  probability  was 
lost  and  won  by  this  contrary  intelligence. 

At  the  battle  of  Monmouth  on  the  27th  June,  1778, 
Major  Ogden  was  Brigade  Major  to  the  Jersey  Brigade 
vhich  composed  a  part  of  the  advance  of  the  Army  under 
he  command  of  Major  General  Lee.  This  advanced  corps 
narched  in  two  columns  with  the  proper  interval  for  form- 
ng  a  line  of  battle,  but  on  approaching  the  enemy  each 

1  Son  of  Lewis  Morris,  of  New  York,  one  of  Mie  SlRuors  of  tlie  Declaration  of  Imie- 
•endence ;  great-great-grandson  of  Lewis  Morris,  Governor  ol  Noav  Jersey.  1738-47.  lie 
;raduated  from  Princeton  College  in  1774. 
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column  halted  and  retired   simultaneously  without  having 
made  any  disposition  for  making  or  receiving  an  attack. 

These  two  columns  retired  however  in  perfect  order,  and 
when  met  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  were  directed  by 
him  to  fall  into  the  rear  of  the  main  body  of  his  army. 

At  this  time  Major  General  Lord  Sterling,  to  whom 
Major  Ogden  was  well  known,  took  him  as  an  assistant  aid- 
de-camp.  He  as  such  continued  with  his  Lordship  during 
the  residue  of  the  day,  and  the  night  succeeding  in  the  line 
of  the  main  body,  during  which  time  he  was  near  the  per- 
sons both  of  Lord  Sterling  and  of  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
General  Washington,  and  was  the  bearer  of  important  ord- 
ers from  each  of  them. 

The  enemy  advanced  to  a  ravine,  lying  in  front  of  the 
line  of  the  American  Army,  when  there  ensued  a  heavy 
and  destructive  cannonade  from  each  side  for  a  long  time  ; 
the  enemy  at.  length  advanced  over  the  ravine  to  the 
attack  of  our  batteries  in  the  line.  On  perceiving  this  the 
Commander-in-Chief  enquired  of  Major  Ogden  whether 
his  horse  still  held  out,  for  the  day  was  intensely  hot,  and 
on  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  ordered  him  to  recon- 
noiter  a  wood  which  l^y  at  some  distance  to  the  left,  with 
as  much  speed  as  possible,  this  was  done  accordingly,  and 
upon  his  reporting  to  the  Commander  in-Chief,  that  the 
enemy  had  lately  been  in  occupation  of  this  wood,  but  had 
retired  leaving  many  dead  and  many  dying  with  heat, 
the  Commander-in-Chief  immediately  said  in  a  loud  tone 
"  We  will  advance  in  our  turn,"  and  gave  his  orders  ac- 
cordingly, and  the  consequence  was  that  the  British  Sold 
iers  were  driven  back  by  the  points  of  American  bayonets. 
which  turned  the  fate  of  the  day.  The  firing  from  each 
side  soon  after  ceased,  and  both  armies  lay  near  each  other 
on  the  ground  they  had  respectively  occupied.  In  the 
morning  soon  after  daylight.  Major  Ogden  was  ordered  by 
Lord  Sterling  to  reconnoitre  the  position  of  the  enemy  in 
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front.  On  his  way  he  was  met  and  informed  by  two  aid- 
de-camps  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  who  had  been  before- 
hand that  the  whole  body  of  the  British  Army  had  re- 
treated during  the  preceding  night.  Of  the  action,  the  fol- 
lowing notice  was  taken  by  Congress : 

"Resolved  unanimously  that  the  thanks  of  Congress  be 
given  to  General  Washington  for  the  activity  with  which  he 
marched  from  the  Camp  at  Valley  Forge  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  for  his  distinguished  exertions  in  forming  the  line 
of  battle,  and  for  his  great  good  conduct  in  leading  on  the 
attack  and  gaining  the  important  victory  of  Monmouth  over 
the  British  Grand  Army  under  the  command  of  General  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  in  their  march  from  Philadelphia  to  New 
York." 

"  Resolved  that  General  Washington  be  directed  to  sig- 
nify the  thanks  of  Congress  to  the  gallant  Officers  and  men, 
under  his  command,  who  distinguished  themselves  by  their 
conduct  and  valour  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth." 

In  the  Winter  of  1 778-1 779,  the  Jersey  Brigade  of  which 
Major  Ogden  was  the  Brigade  Major  were  posted  on  the 
lines  and  cantons  of  Elizabeth  Town  in  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity of  the  British  Army,  when  an  attempt  to  surprise  this 
Brigade  was  made  by  an  expedition  from  Long  Island, 
and  General  Grey,  called  ''  No  flint  Grey,"  on  account 
of  his  having  on  a  former  occasion,  surprised  and  put 
to  the  bayonet  a  part  of  General  Wayne's  Brigade  at 
[Paoli],  near  Philadelphia.  Major  Ogden  was  sleeping 
in  the  same  room  with  General  Maxwell  who  commanded 
the  Brigade,  when  the  field  Officers  of  the  day  rotlc  up 
to  the  General's  quarters,  and  informed  him  that  one  o(  the 
pickets  had  heard  the  rowing  of  many  boats  round  Bergen 
Point,  up  Newark  Bay.  Major  Ogden  knowing  there  was 
no  picket  on  the  road  leading  from  tlv  salt  meadows,  lying 
on  this  Bay,  volunteered  his  services  to  reconnoitre  that 
road.     On  approaching  the  house  next  to  the  meadows,  he 
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observed  in  it  a  light,  &  slackened  the  pace  of  his  horse. 
The  night  was  remarkably  dark  and  he  found  himself  with- 
out perceiving  it  among  British  soldiers,  and  within  the 
reach  of  a  British  Sentinel  who  ordered  him  to  dismount. 
Major  Ogden,  determined  at  all  hazards  to  attempt  to  alarm 
the  garrison,  immediately  wheeled  and  put  spurs  to  his  horse 
expecting  a  shot,  but  in  this  he  was  disappointed,  and  in- 
stead of  a  shot  he  received  from  another  sentinel,  a  thrust 
with  a  bayonet  into  his  Chest,  below  the  short  ribs.  He 
had  strength  nevertheless  to  reach  the  garrison,  about  two 
miles  distant,  and  give  to  it  the  alarm.  On  his  return 
General  Maxwell  observed  "  that  the  pitcher  that  often  goes 
down  the  well,  will  come  up  broken  at  last."  However  by 
frequent  copious  bleedings  inflammation  was  prevented,  and 
Major  Ogden  recovered  from  his  wound,  which  had  well 
nigh  proved  fatal  to  him.^ 

In  the  Campaign  of  1779,  Major  Ogden  served  as  aid - 
de-camp  to  General  Maxwell  in  the  successful  expedition 
of  Major  General  Sullivan,  against  the  hostile  Indians,^  in 
regard  to  which  Congress  took  the  following  notice  : 

October  14,  1779.  **  Resolved  that  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress be  given  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington  for 
directing,  and  to  Major  General  Sullivan  and  the  brave 
officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command  for  effectually 
executing,  an  important  expedition  against  such  of  the 
Indian  nations  as  encouraged  by  the  Councils,  and  con- 
ducted by  the  officers  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  had 
perfidiously  waged  an  unprovoked  and  cruel  war  against 

1  "While  confined  to  his  room  [witli  this  wound,  which  was  very  dangerous]  he  was 
frequently  visited  by  the  ladies  of  the  town,  acquainted  with  him  from  the  days  of 
his  boyhood.  One  of  the  on  aits  of  tbe  place  was,  that  upon  the  occasion  of  one  of 
these  visits,  he  received  a  wound  from  one  of  Cupid's  shafts,  deeper  and  more 
lasting  than  that  inflicted  by  the  enemy.  This  wound  was  healed  [eight]  years  after- 
wards by  a  happy  marriage  with  the  author  of  it."— Elmer's  Reminiscences,  141-2. 

2  Some  notices  of  Capt.  Cgden's  services  on  this  expedition  will  be  found  in  a  paper 
read  before  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  January  17,  1884,  by  Gen.  William  S. 
stryker.  on  "General  Maxwell's  Brigade  of  the  New  Jersey  Continental  Line  In  the 
Expedition  Against  the  Indians,  in  the  Year  1779." 
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these  United  States,  laid  waste  many  of  their  defenceless 
towns,  and  with  savage  barbarity,  slaughtered  the  inhab- 
itants thereof." 

After  the  resignation  of  General  Maxwell,'  Captain 
Ogden  commanding  a  company  in  the  Light  Infantry 
under  Major  General  the  Marquis  La  Fayette  received  an 
order  from  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  attend  at  Head- 
quarters the  next  morning'^  at  8  o'clock  precisely,  when  he 
was  met  by  General  Washington  alone,  at  his  tent  door, 
who  put  into  his  hands  a  packet  addressed  to  his  Excel- 
lency Sir  Henry  Clinton  Commander  &c.,  of  the  British 
forces  at  New  York,  and  at  the  same  time  directed  him  to 
carry  it  with  a  flag  of  truce,  under  an  escort  of  twenty-five 
dragoons,  to  the  next  post  of  the  enemy  and  deliver  it 
into  the  hands  of  the  commanding  officer  there,  that  he 
should  get  for  himself  the  best  horse  he  could  obtain  and 
call  on  the  Marquis  La  Fayette  for  special  instructions. 

Major  Andre  of  the  British  Army,  who  was  known 
to  be  the  particular  friend  and  favorite  of  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton, had  been  taken  up,  tried,  and  condemned  to  death  by 
a  General  Court  Martial  of  American  officers,  and  was 
then  under  sentence  to  be  hanged  as  a  spy. 

General  La  Fayette's  instructions  to  Captain  Ogden  were, 
that  he  should  if  possible,  get  within  the  British  Post  at 
Paulus  hook,  and  continue  there  during  the  night,  and  that  he 
should  privately  assure  the  Commanding  oflricer  there,  with- 
out taking  him  aside  for  the  purpose,  that  he.  Captain  Ogden. 
was  instructed  to  say^  that  if  Sir  Henry  Clinton  would  in 
any  way  whatever  suffer  General  Washington  to  get  with- 
in his  power  General  Arnold,  then  Major  Andre  should  be 
immediately  released. 

1  Resigned  July  25.  1780. 

2  Tills  must  have  been  at  Tappau,  about  September  :H\  17S0.  Arnohra  treas.ui  wan 
discovered  Semptembev  25;  on  September  28  Wasblngton  ordered  a  board  of  Boneral 
officers  to  inquire  into  tlie  case  of  Major  Andre,  who  wa-^  tried  and  condeninod  ilie 
next  day;  ilie  findinf?  and  sentence  were  approved  by  Wasliinston  on  tlieaotb.  and  the 
unfortunate  young  man  was  banged  on  Octolier  '_'.  17S0. 
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Captain  Ogden  so  managed  as  to  get  into  the  post  where 
he  was  politely  offered  accommodation  for  the  night ;  no 
opportunity  presented  itself  untill  supper,  when  he  was 
seated  next  to  the  Commanding  officer  there,  who  on 
receiving  the  communication,  immediately  arose  from  the 
table,  and  returned  in  about  two  hours  from  the  City 
of  New  York,  being  the  headquarters  of  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton, with  a  laconic  answer  from  him  "that  a  deserter  was 
never  given  up"  and  that  my  horse  would  be  ready  for  my 
departure  early  the  next  morning/  Thus  this  benevolent 
experiment  of  General  Washington  in  favor  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Andre  failed  and  this  accomplished  scholar  and 
gentleman  suffered  an  ignominious  death,  while  the 
infamous  Arnold  was  receiving. the  reward  of  his  treachery 
to  his  General  and  his  treason  to  his  country. 

Early  in  the  year  1780^  an  expedition  from  New  York 
consisting  of  8,000  British  and  Hessian  troops  under  the 
Hessian  General  Kniphausen  made  an  irruption  into  New 
Jersey  apparently  with  the  design  to  attack  General 
Washington  while  yet  in  his  winter  quarters  at  Morris 
Town  with  an  army,  consisting  then  of  not  more  than  six 
thousand  effective  men.'^ 

At  this  time  the  Jersey  Brigade  consisting  of  about 
1000  men  under  the  command  of  General  Maxwell  to 
whom  the  subject  of  this  memoir  was  aid-de-camp,  was 
stationed  on  the  line,  two  regiments  of  this  Brigade,  with 
General   Maxwell  lying  a  short  distance  w^st  of  Newark, 

1  Captain  Ogden  was  acconipanietl  by  a  serge:int,  who  was  missing  in  the  morning, 
having  deserted  to  the  enemy.  All  anicnowu  to  Ogden,  this  had  been  arranged  by 
Washington,  who  had  been  given  information  that  Gen.  St.  Clair  was  unworthy.  The 
sergeant  ascertained  that  the  suspicions  were  unfounded,  and  returned  in  safety  to 
the  American  army. 

-'  June  6,  1780. 

3  In  his  report  to  Lord  Germain,  Gov.  Robertson,  of  New  York,  placed  the  number 
of  the  invading  troops  under  Knyphausen  at  6,000.  He  said  the  object  was  to  sur- 
prise Maxwell's  Brigade  of  Jersey  Troops,  and  to  get  possession  of  the  strong  post  a 
Short  Hills',  await  there  tlie  arrival  of  reinforcements,  and  if  circumstances  proved 
favoray)le,  to  march  directly  with  the  whole  against  Washington,  at  Morristown.— 
X.  v.  Col.  Docs.,  VII I.,  793. 


COI..    AAl^OX    OGDEX.  25 

and  the  other  two  regiments  of  this  Brigade  at  Eh'zabeth 
Town  under  the  Command  of  General  EHas  Dayton  with  a 
distance  between  them  of  about  five  miles. 

The  enemy  landed  about  mid-night^  at  Elizabeth  Town 
Point  about  Eighteen  miles  from  Morris  Town,  and  advanc- 
ed unobserved,  till  it  fell  in  with  a  picket  guard,  by  whose 
fire,  the  thigh  of  General  Sterling  of  the  British  Army  who 
led  the  advance,  was  broken,  which  delayed  the  further 
advance  of  this  expedition  for  a  very  considerable  time.' 

Major  Ogden  lying  on  the  ground  on  his  blanket,  in  his 
tent,  heard  this  firing  and  immediately  volunteered  his 
services  to  General  Maxwell  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  it ; 
and  rode  as  fast  as  his  horse  could  carry  him,  to  the  other 
two  regiments  of  the  brigade  whom  he  found  paraded  on 
the  hill  in  the  rear  of  Elizabeth  Town  river,  and  there  re- 
ceived information  from  General  Dayton"^  that  the  encni}' 
were  out  in  force,  that  Morris  Town  was  the  place  of  their 
destination,  that  he  was  momently  expecting  their  advance. 

General  Dayton  and  Major  Ogden  concluded  that  it 
would  be  advisable  for  the  whole  brigade  to  form  a  junc- 
tion at  Connecticut  farms,  being  about  an  equal  distance 
from  each  of  the  separate  parts  of  the  brigade.  This  was 
done  accordingly,  and  the  whole  brigade  before  the  advance 
of  the  enemy  so  far,  was  posted  behind  a  ravine  near  Wade 
Tan  yard. 

At  sunrise  the  enemy  was  seen  in  full  march  on  the  road 
to  Morris  Town  and  their  further  advance  was  then  checked 

1  June  6. 

2  '  As  the  enemy  came  marcUinp:  forwarel,  at  the  break  of  day.  IMff.  (Jon.  Stlrllnjj 
at  the  head  of  his  division,  tlie  guards,  at  the  forks  of  the  road  [at  the  eastern  termin- 
us of  the  present  Elizahetli  avenue,  in  the  City  of  Elizabeth],  allowe»l  tliem  to  approach 
within  musket  shot,  when  they  flred,  and  tied  to  town.  One  of  the  balls  unhorsed  Stir- 
ling, and  fractured  iiis  thigh.  The  whole  column  was  thus  brouglit  ton  iuiU.  unill 
the  wounded  General  could  be  eared  for:'- Ha tjieUVs  EUiahvth,  4>S7-S.  Cieneral  Stir- 
ling died  of  his  wound  a  year  iater. 

3  Col.  Elias  Dayton,  of  Elizabethtown,  who  conunanded  (lie  Jersey  Ilrljrade  after 
the  resignation  of  Gen.  Maxwell ;  commissioned  Brigadier  General  Cotitlnontal  .\riuy. 
January  7,  i78i5. 
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by  the  Jersey  brigade  in  a  sharp  action  of  more  than  an 
hour,  and  untill  its  left  was  turned  by  the  enemy  on  another 
road  when  the  brigade  was  obliged  to  retire  to  Springfield 
a  distance  of  about  three  miles,  which  it  did  in  perfect 
order,  and  without  the  least  precipitation. 

The  brigade  then  was  posted  behind  the  river  near 
Springfield,  having  left  standing  the  Bridge  over  which  it 
had  passed.  The  enemy  advanced  as  far  as  the  river  and 
Bridge,  but  no  further  on  that  day.^ 

By  this  time  the  inhabitants  had  received  the  alarm,  the 
militia  in  small  bodies,  were  beginning  to  join  the  Brigade, 
and  the  special  direction  of  them  was  committed  to  Major 
Ogden,  who  by  his  conduct  during  the  day  had  acquired 
the  confidence  of  his  General  by  having  twice  saved  his 
Brigade  from  ruin  and  defeat.^ 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  a  Captain  of  a  company 
of  the  Light  Infantry  of  General  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette 
in  his  memorable  campaign  in  Virginia  in  1 78 1,  which 
after  the  arrival  of  General  Washington,  from  the  north- 
ward, terminated  in  the  capture  of  York  town,  of  Lord 
Cornwallis,  and  his  whole  army,  after  which  there  was  no 
more  actual  fighting  between  the  hostile  parties. 

Early  in  this  Campaign  General  De  Lafayette  formed  a 
legionary  corps  of  horse  &  foot  commanded  by  Major 
McPherson,  the  foot  was  composed  of  one  Company  select- 
ed  from   each   of  his  three  regiments  of  Light  Infantry.  ^ 

1  Being  thus  checkeci,  the  enemy  gave  themselves  up  to  plunder  and  rapine  ;  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Connecticut  Farms  was  burned  down,  and  several  of  the 
dwelling  houses.  It  was  at  this  time,  too,  that  the  wife  of  the  Rev,  James  Caldwell, 
of  Elizabethtown,  was  shot  dead  by  a  British  soldier,  as  she  sat  near  an  upper  win- 
dow in  the  parsonage,  with  her  babe  at  her  breast.  Mr.  Caldwell  had  rented  the  par" 
sonage  temporarily  as  a  safer  residence  than  his  own  in  the  town. 

^  At  ten  o'clock  that  night,  in  the  midst  of  a  drenching  rain,  the  British  Army 
silently  stole  back  to  the  Sound,  and  the  next  day  most  of  them  crossed  to  Staten 
Island.  Two  weeks  later,  on  June  23,  the  British  renewed  their  attempt  to  reach 
Morristown,  but  were  badly  beaten  at  Springfield,  and  again  compelled  to  retreat,  with 
heavy  loss. 

3  Captain  Ogden  commanded  these  three  companies.  See  his  own  note  at  the  end 
of  this  autobiography. 
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These  were  all  picked  men,  and  always  lay  between  the  two 
armies,  and  so  particularly  exposed  to  a  surprise,  which 
although  frequently  attempted  was  never  effected,  and  to 
guard  against  which  required  the  greatest  vigilance. 

During  this  Campaign  and  before  the  arrival  of  General 
Washington  Lord  Cornwallis  made  an  attempt  to  "  catch 
the  boy"  as  he  used  to  call  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  by 
inducing  him  to  believe  that  he  was  crossing  his  whole 
army  from  the  north  to  the  south  side  of  James  river,  and 
made  a  demonstration  accordingly.  General  La  Fayette 
discovered  this  feint  but  just  in  time  to  save  himself,  after 
marching  to  attack  the  rear  of  the  enemy  as  he  supposed. 

He  however  ordered  an  attack  on  the  left  of  the  front  of 
the  enemy,  and  Captain  Ogden  was  ordered  with  the  infan- 
try of  this  legionary  corps  and  a  body  of  militia,  to  march 
to  the  left  and  cover  the  retreat  of  the  main  body,  which 
retreat  at  the  same  time  was  ordered  by  the  General. 

After  marching  some  distance  as  directed  Captain  Ogden 
discovered  the  ri^ht  wing  of  the  British  Army  advancing 
rapidly  to  turn  the  left  of  our  army,  when  in  order  to  con- 
ceal the  comparative  weakness  of  his  force,  he  threw  his 
men  into  a  neighboring  wood  and  posted  them  behind  a 
surrounding  fence. 

This  caused  the  enemy  to  halt  &  reconnoitre,  and  form 
their  line  of  attack,  v/hich  marched  up  to  charge  into  the 
woods,  in  this  however  they  were  checked  by  a  galling  hre 
from  our  men  behind  the  fence,  by  which  the  right  wing  of 
the  enemy  was  retarded  untill  the  firing  on  the  left  had  en- 
tirely ceased,  when  Captain  Ogden  drew  off  his  men.  and 
fell  into  the  rear  of  our  main  body  and  so  covered  its  re- 
treat.^ 


1  Captain  Ogden  modestly  omits  to  relate  his  piiUaiiiry  in  ore  ui  tiu-mnsi  ntnu.mt 
events  of  the  siege  of  Vorktowu.  On  tiie  night  of  Ootoiier  M.  1781.  an  attack  was  or- 
dered on  two  redouhts  of  the  British,  and  to  excite  a  spirit  of  einnlatloM.  the  n-tlur- 
tlon  of  one  war^  enrnisted  to  the  Americans,  nndcr  Lafayette,  and  of  the  other  to  the 
French,  under  the  Baron  De  Vioralull.    Tiie  advanced  corps  of  the  Amerloana  wm 
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Note. — General  La  Fayecte  in  his  visit  to  the  United 
States  in  a  letter  to  the  then  Secretary  at  War,  makes 
honorable  mention  of  Captain  Ogden,  and  of  his  valuable 
military  services  in  the  war  of  the  revolution  &  particu- 
larly when  serving  under  him,  in  his  campaign  in  Virginia, 
of  which  Mr.  has  a  copy,  if 

Colonel  Ogden  recollects  right. 

Note. — In  the  year  1800^  he  was  appointed  by  the  Leg- 
islature of  New  Jersey  to  be  one  of  the  electors  of  the 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  & 
afterwards  one  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  New 
Jersey  for  definitely  settling  the  disputed  boundary  between 
her  &  the  State  of  New  York.^ 

Note. — In  the  year  1801  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
Senators  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  served  as  such  in  the  years  1801-1802 
&  1803.'^ 

Note. — These  three  companies  of  infantry  were  com- 
manded by  Captain  Ogden,  being  the  eldest  Captain.'* 

under  Col.  Alexander  Hamilton.  At  a  given  signal  the  latter  corps  dashed  forward, 
the  van  being  led  by  Captain  Ogden,  the  men  leaping  over  all  obstructions  and  into 
the  enemy's  redoubt  with  sucli  irresistible  elan  as  to  completely  overwhelm  all  opposi- 
tion, and  capture  the  redoubt  and  its  astonished  garrison.  Ogden  received  a  contu- 
sion from  a  cannon  ball  in  the  fight. 

1  An  error;  he  was  appointed  in  November,  1798. 

2  By  an  act  passed  November  21,  1806,  the  Legislature  appointed  as  such  commis- 
sioners, Aaron  Ogden,  William  S.  Pennington,  James  Parker,  Lewis Condict  and  Alex- 
ander C.  Macwhoi-ter.  Col.  Ogden  was  not  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  under 
the  act  of  1824  or  in  1833. 

3  He  was  appointed  February  28,  1801,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  (two  years)  of 
James  Schureman,  resigned. 

4  Referring  to  the  legionary  corps  of  infantry  mentioned  on  page  26. 
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ADDENDA. 

lu  1802  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  was  equally  divide*!  between  tbe 
Eepublicau  and  Federalist  parties.  On  the  first  ballot  for  Governor,  Josepli 
Bloomfield  received  the  twenty-six  Republican  votes,  and  the  twenty-six  Fed- 
eralist votes  were  cast  for  Richard  Stockt(m.  On  the  second  ballot  the  vote 
was  the  same.  On  the  third  ballet  the  Federalist  votes  were  given  to  Aaron 
Ogden.  There  was  no  choice,  and  the  State  went  without  a  Governor  for  a 
whole  year. 

Col  Ogden  built  a  steamboat,  the  "Sea  Horse,"  in  1811,  to  ply  between 
Elizabethtown  and  New  York.  Before  it  was  completed,  the  New  York  Leg- 
islature passed  an  act,  April  9,  1811,  authorizing  John  R.  and  Robert  J. 
Livingston  to  seize  any  steamboat  infringing  on  the  monopoly  given  in  1803 
and  1808  by  the  New  York  Legislature  to  Chancellor  Livingston  and  Robert 
Fulton.  In  1813  the  New  Jersey  Legislature  gave  to  Aaron  Ogden  and  Dan- 
iel Dod,  and  their  successors,  the  exclusive  right  to  run  steamboats  in  the 
waters  of  this  State.  The  Livingstons  appealed  to  the  next  Legislature  for 
the  repeal  of  this  act.  There  was  a  great  contest,  and  a  brilliant  debate  be- 
tween counsel,  but  the  act  was  repealed  in  18 15.  The  doughty  Colonel  then 
tried  to  get  the  New  York  Legislature  to  repeal  their  monopoly,  and  in  an 
argument  before  them  made  the  first  attempt  to  prove  that  the  statute  grant- 
ing to  Robert  Fulton  a  monopoly  of  steamboat  navigation  on  all  the  waters 
of  thet  State  was  contrary  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  His  re- 
pealer passed  the  Assembly,  but  was  lost  in  the  Senate  by  one  vote.  He  wiis 
thus  obliged  to  make  terms  with  the  Livingstons,  of  whom  he  bought  for  ten 
years  the  exclusive  right  to  run  steamboats  between  Elizabethtown  and  New 
York.  Thomas  Gibbous,  a  wealthy  planter  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  who  spent  the 
summers  in  a  handsome  country  seat  at  Elizabethtown,  and  who  had  been  a 
partner  with  Ogden  in  a  ferry  lease,  set  up  a  rival  steamboat  route  to  New 
York.  Ogden  got  an  injunction  against  him  from  the  Chancellor  of  New 
York,  1817.  The  case  was  contested  with  great  stubbornness  through  the 
Courts,  until  at  the  February  Term,  1824,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  decided  that  no  State  could  grant  a  monopoly  of  navigation.  Tbe 
long  tight  ruined  Ogden. 

In  October,  1787,  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  ClietwiHul,  of 
his  native  town.     She  died  September  27,  182(5,  having  borne  him: 

1.  Mary  Chetwood,  b.  1781)  ;  m.  George  Clinton  Barber  ;  d.  March  23, 
18G3,  aged  74  years. 

2.  Phoebe  Ann,  b.  1790  ;  d.  November  30,  ISCr).  Mgtnl  71  years. 


30 


COL.    AARON    OGDEN. 


3.  Matthias,  b.  1792  ;  m.  Lucille  Koberts  ;  d.  July  17,  1860,  aged  68 
years. 

4.  John  Robert,  b:  1794  ;  d.  January  22,  1845,  aged  51  years. 

5.  E.  B.  Dayton,  b.  1797  ;  d.  August  8,  1799,  aged  two  years. 

f  6.  Elias  Boudiuot  Dayton,  b.  May  22,  1800  ;  m.  1st  Susan,  dau.  of  the 
l^ev.  Frederick  Beasley  ;  m,  2d  Louisa,  dau.  of  Judge  Ford  ;  m.  3d  Alice, 
dau.  of  Capt.  W.  Chetwood  Do  Hart,  U.  S.  A.  ;  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  New  Jersey,  1848-65  ;  d.  February  24,  1865,  Mrs.  Alice  Ogden  d. 
Oct.  27,  lb91. 

7.  Aaron,  b.  3  803  ;  d.  October  5,  1803,  aged  six  months. 

In  1785  the  Legislature  appointed  him  Clerk  of  the  county  of  Essex,  which 
office  he  held  for  many  years.  On  December  1,  1801,  the  Legislature  passed  an 
act  providing  that  if  any  person  holding  an  office  under  the  State  had  been 
elected  to  the  U.  S.  Senate  or  House  of  Kepresentatives,  the  commission 
under  the  State  should  be  considered  vacant,  unless  he  should  resign  his  seat 
in  Congress  within  twenty  days  after  the  passage  of  the  act.  Col.  Ogden  de- 
clined to  resign,  and  the  Legislature  elected  Jacob  Parkhurst  County  Clerk, 
who  took  possession  of  the  office.  A  legal  contest  ensued,  which  ended  in 
favor  of  Parkhurst. — Elmer's  Reminmences,  150. 

[n  1811  Col.  Ogden  was  appointed  Assistant  Collector  at  Jersey  City,  which 
in  1829  became  a  port  of  entry,  whereupon  he  took  up  his  residence  there. 
During  the  ensuing  winter  he  was  arrested  for  debt  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  imprisoned  for  two  or  three  months,  declining  the  offers  of  friends  to 
settle  the  claims  against  him.  This  proceeding  led  the  New  York  Legisla- 
ture to  enact  a  law  prohibiting  the  imprisonment  of  a  Eevolutionary  soldier, 
which  effected  Col.  Ogden 's  immediate  discharge.  Col.  Aaron  Burr  is  said  to 
have  been  actively  instrumental  in  securing  the  passage  of  this  act. 

He  died  at  Jersey  City,  April  19,  1839,  in  his  eighty-third  year,  and  was 
buried  on  April  22,  with  great  civic  honors,  in  the  First  Presbyterian  church- 
yard at  Elizabeth. 

Judge  Elmer,  who  knew  Gov.  Ogden  well,  says  of  him  :  "He  had  a  good 
practice  as  a  lawyer  ;  and  whatever  may  have  been  his  own  reflections  on  the 
subject,  I  think,  in  view  of  what  afterwards  befell  him,  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  he  did  not  adhere  to  that  profession  during  his  life.  He  was  an  accom- 
plished lawyer,  and  took  a  high  position  at  the  bar.  He  was  much  employed 
in  the  most  important  cases  argued  before  the  Supreme  Court.  *  *  His 
manner  was  graceful  and  impressive  ;  his  voice,  though  not  musical,  was 
strong  and  varied  ;  his  countenance  had  g'-eat  power  and  diversity  of  expres- 
sion ;  but  more  than  all  this,  he  understood  well  the  springs  of  human  action. 
He  was  an  enthusiastic  admirer,  and  might  almost  be  called  a  pupil  of  Shake- 
speare, whose  works  he  was  never  weary  of  perusing.  He  was  an  ardent  ad- 
mirer of  the  ancient  classical  authors  ;  and  his  conversation  with  literary 
friends  was  frequently  embellished  by  ready  and  felicitous  quotations  from 
their  works,     He  was  one  of  the  many  proofs  of  the  great  advautage  a  stud- 
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ent  derives  from  becoming  an  instructor  of  otJaeis.  His  critical  kuowlwlf^e 
and  accurate  recollection  of  the  classics  he  always  attributed  i^riucipallv  to 
that  cause.  The  taste  never  forsook  him,  and  often  led  him  buck,  dnriug 
the  busiest  part  of  his  life,  to  the  fountain  at  which  he  had  druuk  with  so 
much  pleasure  in  his  early  years.  1  well  recollect,  that  the  first  time  I  saw 
him,  at  a  Fourth  of  July  dinner  of  the  Cincinnati,  in  1812,  he  questioned  the 
elegance  of  the  Society's  motto,  l  insisting  that  although  perha[)8  go<jd  Latin 
as  it  stood,  it  should  have  been  omnia  reliquit  ad  senandam  rempublicum." 

In  a  "Honoriad,"  by  John  Stuart,  of  the  Class  of  IHlli,  Trincctou,  is  the 
following  passage  : 

"Hoffman,  Rutgers,  Van  Aksdalen  and  Ogden. '" 

"Hoffman  with  Jerseymen  I  name 

"Because  his  spirit  is  the  same 

"Rutgers  in  his  great  toe  was  lamed 

"Van  Arsdalen  always  looked  ashamed 

"And  Ogden's  recitative  tone 

"  Mix'd  raven's  croak  with  bag  pipes'  drone." 

1  Omnia  reliquit  servare  rempul)licam— so  printed  in  tlie  records  of  tlie  New  Jer- 
sey Society ;  tiie  General  Society  Minutes  now  print  tlie  second  word  rtlitirjnit.  Gov. 
Ogden's  amendment  tias  been  approved  by  scUolars, 


SIR  GEORGE  CARTERET, 

LORD   PROPRIETOR  OF  NEW  JERSEY, 

With  a  Notice  of  the  Isle  of  Jersey, 
and  a  brief  sketch  of 

LORD    JOHN    BERKLEY. 


By  WILLIAM  NELSON. 


The  following  paper  was  read  before  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  at 
its  annual  meeting  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  January  27,  1891.  It  was  suggested  in 
part  by  a  work  entitled  "Charles  the  Second  in  the  Channel  Islands,"  by  S. 
Elliott  Hoskins,  M.  D.,  F.  E.  S.,  London,  1854,  in  two  volumes.  This  work, 
in  turn,  was  largely  based  on  a  French  MS.,  entitled  Journal  et  Recueil  de 
choses  [les  plus]  remarquahles  en  VisU  de  Jersey,  arrivees  2')endant  les  Gveires 
Giviles  sous  les  regnes  des  Bois,  Charles  Premier  et  Charles  Second.  Par  Jean 
Chevalier,  mngtenier  de  la  ville  de  St.  Helier—^  record  from  the  beginning  of 
1643  to  the  middle  of  February,  1650,  evidently  contemporaneously  kept, 
by  John  Chevalier. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  paper  recourse  was  also  had  to  : 

Caesarea  :  Or,  an  Account  of  Jersey,  etc.,  by  Philip  Falle  ;  second  edition, 
London,  1734.     8vo.  Pp.  455. 

The  History  of  the  Rebellion  and  Civil  Wars  in  England,  Begun  in  the 
Year  1641,  etc.  By  Edward  Earl  of  Clarendon.  Oxford,  1752-4.  Folio, 
three  volumes. 

Camden's  Britannia,  Newly-Translated  into  English  :  with  large  Additions 
and  Improvements.  Published  by  Edward  Gibson,  of  Queene-Collcgo  in 
Oxford,  etc.  London,  1695.     Folio.  Cols.  1116,  72  and  index. 

Memorials  of  the  English  Affairs  ;  or,  an  Historical  Account  of  Wh;»t  pa^-se<l 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Eeign  of  King  Charles  the  First,  to  King  Charles 
the  Second  His  Happy  Restauration,  etc.  [bv  Bulstrode  Whitelock],  London, 
1682.     Folio.  Pp.  704  and  index. 

The  same,  Oxford,  1853.     Four  volumes,  8vo. 

Life  and  Administration  of  Edward,  First  Earl  of  Clarendon,  etc.,  by  T. 
H.  Lister,  Esq.  London,  1838.     3  vols.,  8vo. 

Diary  and  Correspondence  of  Samuel  Pepys,  etc.,  Philadelphia,  ISHC).  4 
vols.,  8vo. 

Genealogy  of  the  Carterets,  from  a  Book  of  the  Peerage,  about  1720. 
Sm.  4to. 

And  to  such  other  historical  antl  biographical  works  as  are  usually  fonml 
in  a  working  library. 

The  importance  of  Chevalier's  Manuscript  was  so  obvious  that  the  writer 
sought  access  to  it,  or  to  get  an  authenticated  copy  of  it,  or  at  Kvist  of  that 
portion  relating  to  the  grant  to  Sir  George  Carteret  of  a  "Certain  islantl  and 
adjacent  islets  near  Virginia,"  in  order  to  determine  for  hitnsolf  whether  this 
grant  related  to  New  Jersey.  To  this  end  he  enlisted  the  servioos  of 
his  good  and  accomplished  friend,  Benjamin  F.  Stevens,  ol  London,  who  is 
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the  able  and  faithful  ally  of  every  historian  seeking  information  of  men  or 
events  in  Great  Britain.  After  considerable  correspondence  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  original  manuscript  was  no  longer  to  be  found,  or  at  least  that 
it  was  so  widely  scattered  as  to  make  it  impracticable  to  trace  the  fragments  ; 
but  that  Dr.  Hoskins  had  copied  all  or  most  of  it.  Moreover,  it  was  learned 
that  the  Journal  had  been  very  fully  published  in  "  The  Guernsey  Magazine," 
1872-91  ;  so  the  writer  secured  the  nineteen  volumes  of  that  sprightly  little 
monthly,  in  order  to  peruse  at  his  leisure  the  quaint  and  curious  record  of 
Chevalier,  as  there  reproduced,  largely  in  the  original.  Other  works  relating 
to  the  period  were  procured,  all  with  the  intention  of  revising  the  paper,  so 
as  to  make  it  more  worthy  of  the  subject.  It  was  thought  possible  to 
trace  the  influence  of  Jersey  institutions  and  customs  in  the  framing  of  the 
Grants  and  Concessions  of  Berkley  and  Carteret — the  original  Constitution 
granted  to  the  first  settlers  in  New  Jersey,  It  was  also  intended  to  say  more 
about  the  grant  of  King  Charles  II,  to  Sir  George  Carteret  in  1650,  and  much 
effort  has  been  expended  to  trace  the  history  of  that  grant,  but  so  far  without 
success.  Some  account  of  Carteret's  immediate  family,  and  of  his  descend- 
ants, was  likewise  contemplated.  But  the  leisure  to  gather  together  all  these 
loose  threads  and  to  weave  them  into  a  connected  narrative  has  never  come, 
and  at  the  request  of  many  friends  the  writer  permits  the  paper  to  be  printed 
as  it  was  read.  He  still  hopes  to  give  a  more  complete  memoir  of  the  gallant 
hero  after  whose  island  home  our  State  was  named  New  Jersey, 

Thanks  for  kind  assistance  in  his  quest  for  further  light  are  due  to  B.  F.  Stev- 
ens, Esq,,  London  ;  to  the  Rev.  Edgar  Hoskins,  M.  A.  (son  of  the  late  Dr.  S. 
Elliott  Hoskins),  Rector,  St.  Martin's,  Ludgate,  London  ;  to  Sir  Edgar  Mac 
Culloch,  Bailiff  of  Guernsey  ;  to  Col,  Le  Cournu,  La  Hague,  Jersey,  President 
of  the  Jersey  Historical  Society  ;  and  to  Amyas  Androse,  Esq. ,  Sydenham, 
Also  to  Mr.  Ernest  G.  Atkinson,  for  careful  examination,  at  the  writer's  re- 
quest, in  the  Public  Record  Ofiice,  London,  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  Oxford, 
and  elsewhere,  for  the  grant  of  1650. 
Pateeson,  N.  J,,  February  1,  1893. 


Sir  George  Carteret. 


THE    ISLE    OF   JERSEY. 

Seven  leagues  from  the  coast  of  Normandy,  nearly  oppo- 
site Cape  Carteret,  lies  a  little  island,  twelve  miles  lon^ 
and  from  two  to  six  miles  across,  barely  forty  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, which  has  figured  in  English  history  more 
prominently  than  its  size  or  position  would  seem  to  war- 
rant. But  nature  appears  to  have  designed  it  for  a  fort- 
ress, as  the  coast  is  not  readily  accessible  and  where  it  is 
it  is  easily  fortified.  Mont  Orgueil,  on  the  eastern  coast, 
is  believed  to  have  been  erected  by  the  Normans,  as  early  as 
the  tenth  century,  upon  the  site  of  a  Roman  encampment, 
an  ancient  and  ruinous  outwork  near  by  having  been 
called  from  time  immemorial  Le  Fort  de  Cesar.  It  may  be 
remarked  here  that  Camden  learnedly  argues  that  the 
name  "Jersey"  is  a  corruption  of  Cesara^a,  or  Caesar's  cy 
or  island — an  hypothesis  which  will  hardly  stand  the  test 
of  philological  criticism  to-day. 

Mont    Orgueil    stands   upon    a    rocky   height,    shelving 

abruptly  on  three  sides  to  the  sea,  two  hundred  and  thirty 

feet  below.     William  Prynne,  the  Puritan  writer,  who  was 

imprisoned  in  Jersey  for  some  time  during  the  civil  war. 

thus  attempts  a  poetical  description  of  this  castle  : 

"  A  proud  high  mount  it  hath,  a  ram  pier  long. 

Foure  gates,  foure  posternes,  bulvvorkcs,  sconces  stroii^:. 

All  built  of  stone,  on  which  there  mounted  lye, 

Fifteene  cnste  peeces  of  artillery  ; 

With  sundry  murdering  chambers,  planted  so, 

As  beste  may  fence  itselfc,  and  iiurt  a  foe. 
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A  guard  of  souldiers,  (strong  enough  till  warre 
Begins  to  thunder)  in  it  lodged  are  ; 
Who  watch  and  ward  it  duly  night  and  day  ; 
For  which  the  king  allows  them  monthly  pay." 

During  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  another  fortification  was 
begun,  on  the  southwestern  coast  of  Jersey,  which  Queen 
Elizabeth  about  the  year  1586  caused  to  be  enlarged  and 
completed,  and  gave  to  it  her  name.  Elizabeth  Castle  is 
about  six  miles  from  the  old  fortress.  The  upper  ward 
is  on  a  rocky  height,  ninety-eight  feet  above  the  sea, 
insulated  by  every  tide,  but  accessible  every  day  by  a  low 
ledge  of  shingle. 

The  inhabitants  of  Jersey  are  of  Norman  descent,  and 
French  is  the  language  in  common  use.  The  island  was 
considered  an  appanage  of  the  Duke  of  Normandy,  and 
hence  the  islanders  have  always  given  their  allegiance 
to  the  Crown  of  England  since  it  was  seized  by  William  the 
Conqueror,  Duke  of  Normandy.  They  have  probably 
been  the  more  ready  to  do  this  since  they  are  mostly 
Calvinists,  although  accepting  the  usages  of  the  Church  of 
England  with  some  modifications.  The  dwellings  of 
the  bourgeoisie  are  massive  granite  structures,  one  or  two 
stories  high,  the  wajjs  three  feet  thick,  the  doorways 
arched,  the  windows  narrow  slits,  like  loop-holes,  with 
heavy  oaken  beams,  and  unpaved  floors. 

From  a  very  early  time  the  people  have  given  great  at- 
tention to  the  woollen  industry,  and  the  men  and  women 
while  attending  their  flocks  occupied  their  hands  in 
knitting  those  garments  which  "have  come  to  be  distinc- 
tively known  as  "Jerseys."  The  institutions  of  the  island 
are  peculiar,  and  on  account  of  the  unswerving  loyalty  of 
the  inhabitants  to  the  English  crown  th^y  have  been 
guaranteed  to  them  by  successive  monarchs.  The  island 
is  divided  into  twelve  parishes,  or  Douzaines;  each 
DoiLzaine  again  is  divided  into  Vingtaines,  containing 
twenty    houses,    under    control    of  the    Vingteiiier,  whose 
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office  it  was  to  serve  warrants,  warn  militia  men  for  duty, 
and  take  charge  of  the  parochial  arsenal — a  sort  of  New 
England  constable  or  tithingman.  Justice  is  administ?red 
by  the  Bailly  (appointed  by  the  King)  and  twelve  Jurats, 
elected  for  life  by  the  people  of  the  whole  Island.  This 
Court  sits  in  four  capacities:  as  /a  Cour  d' Heritage  (a 
court  of  great  antiquity,  even  antedating  the  Normans), 
having  jurisdiction  of  estates  and  lands;  la  Cour  de  Catel 
— adjudicating  on  chattels  and  in  cases  of  insolvency;  la 
Cour  du  Billet — where  minor  matters  of  debt  are  disposed 
of;  and  la  Cour  "He  Samedy,  or  Saturday  Court,  where 
mercantile  or  maritime  law  is  dispensed  with  the  least 
formality.  The  local  government  is  vested  in  "  The 
States" — composed  of  the  Jurats,  the  Clergy  and  the  Con- 
stables, together  with  the  King's  Procurator,  the  Viscount, 
and  the  King's  Advocate.  The  Governor  or  Lieutenant- 
Governor  has  a  negative  on  the  acts  of  "  The  States,"  but 
seldom  exercises  it. 

Such  are  some  of  the  more  salient  features  in  the  account 
of  Jersey  given  to  us  by  Philip  Falle,  "  sometime  Rector  of 
St.  Saviour's,  and  Deputy  from  the  States  of  the  Island  to 
their  majesties  King  William  and  Queen  Mary." 

THE  CARTERET  FAMILY. 

Among  the  oldest  of  the  leading  families  on  the  Island 
of  Jersey  were  the  Carterets.  They  traced  their  ancestry 
back  to  St.  Ouen,  Archbishop  of  Rouen  in  Gdj ,  whose 
memory  is  perpetuated  to  this  day  by  the  beautiful  church 
bearing  his  name  in  that  ancient  Norman  capital.  Those 
who  have  seen  this  church  will  doubtless  recall  the  strik- 
ing statue  of  Rollo,  the  first  Duke  of  Normandy,  who  hav- 
ing led  his  followers  from  their  bleak  northern  homes  into 
this  lovely  valley,  significantly  cried  out  to  them,  *'  Nous 
resterons  ici  seigneurs."  At  least  that  is  the  alleged 
quotation  carved  on  the  base  of  the  st  itur.  although  it  may 
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be  questioned  whether  the  bold  Northman  spoke  French 
at  that  early  day. 

Offrey  de  Carteret,  one  of  the  Seignors  of  Normandy,  ac- 
companied William  the  Conqueror  to  England,  and  then  re- 
turned to  his  native  land,  where  his  descendant,  Reginald 
de  Carteret,  forfeited  his  lands  by  adhering  to  the  English 
crown.  Having  thus  lost  his  patrimony,  his  son  Philip 
was,  with  Arnauld  de  St.  Amand,  constituted  in  1232  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Channel  Islands — Jersey,  Alderney,  Guernsey 
and  Sark.  Thenceforth  the  Carterets  were  identified  with 
the  history  of  Jersey,  where  they  resided,  and  where  they 
became  the  seignors  of  large  estates,  and  the  possessors  of 
many  honors — the  Manor  of  Melesches,  Lord  of  St.  Ouen 
and  Longville,  Bailly  of  the  Island,  etc.  The  Carterets 
produced  many  men  from  generation  to  generation  valiant 
in  arms  and  skillful  in  command,  who  again  and  again  suc- 
cessfully defended  the  island  against  the  repeated  invasions 
of  the  French. 

SIR  GEORGE  CARTERET. 

It  was  from  such  an  ancestry  that  George  Carteret,  born 
about  1599,  was  descended.  He  entered  the  navy  at  an 
early  age,  where  he  soon  achieved  distinction,  and  so  won 
the  favor  of  his  sovereign  that  Charles  I.  in  1626  appointed 
him  to  be  Joint  Governor  of  his  native  Jersey.  It  is  said 
that  this  appointment  was  made  through  the  favor  of 
George  Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckingham.  In  1643  he  was 
appointed  treasurer  of  the  navy,  and  was  so  highly 
esteemed  by  all  parties  that  in  1641  the  Parliament 
proposed  to  make  him  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Navy,  under 
the  Earl  of  Warwick.  Carteret,  however,  loyal  to  the 
King,  would  not  accept  the  commission  without  the  con- 
sent of  his  monarch,  which  Charles  pettishly  refused,  on 
the  ground  that  he  would  not  countenance  the  action  of 
Parliament  in  taking  the  control  of  the  navy  from  him  ; 
and  a  man  entirely  in  the  Parliamentary  interest  was  there- 
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upon  appointed.  The  Earl  of  Clarendon  sagaciously 
remarks  that  *'  if  Captain  Carteret  had  been  suffcr'd  to 
have  taken  the  ofRce,  his  interest  and  reputation  in  the 
Navy  was  so  great,  and  his  diligence  and  dexterity  in 
command  so  eminent,  that  it  was  generally  believed  he 
would  have  preserv'd  the  major  part  of  the  fleet  in  their 
loyalty  to  the  King."  Carteret  accordingly  declined  the 
office,  and  retired  to  Jersey.  Here  he  quietly  set  about 
putting  the  island  into  a  state  of  defence,  in  the  interest 
of  the  king.  At  this  time  a  Parliamentary  commission  re- 
ported that  there  were  3,000  men  fit  for  military  duty 
on  the  island,  with  about  1,200  trained,  in  twelve 
companies,  each  parish  making  up  a  company.  At  this 
time  his  uncle,  Sir  Philip,  was  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Jersey,  Bailiff  and  Commander-in-chief  of  the  militia,  and 
it  was  complained  that  he  had  one  brother-in-law,  two 
nephews  and  seven  other  Carterets  holding  captaincies  in 
the  little  army.  On  the  death  of  Sir  Philip,  22  August, 
1643,  his  office  of  Bailiff  reverted  to  Captain  George 
Carteret,  under  the  King's  patent,  and  on  24  November 
he  took  the  oath  of  office  as  Lieutenant  Governor  and  as 
Bailiff. 

Capt.  Carteret  had  previously  married  his  cousin,  l^liza- 
beth,  daughter  of  Sir  Philip  Carteret,  probabl}-  while 
Prynne  was  a  prisoner  in  Mont  Orgueil,  for  his  jkhmii 
of  "  The  Christian  Sea-Card  "  opens  with  a  dedication  to 
"  The  worshipfull  his  highly  honoured  friend  Mrs.  l^lizabcth 
Cartaret,"  as  follows  : 

"That  neare  relation  wherein  now  \on  staml 

By  habitation,  and  a  nuptial  band, 

To  seas  and  sea-men,  did  at  first  induce 

Me  to  digest  this  Sea-Card  for  your  use. 

And  his  you  most  esteeme  ;  which  in  sonic  sort 

May  helpe  conduct  you  into  Fleav'n's  blest  Port, 

The  onely  Haven  which  you  now  must  eye. 

And  strive  for  to  arrive  in  when  you  dye, — 

Accept  it  therefore  (though  scarce  worthy  view) 
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As  a  small  pledge  of  his  respects  to  you, 

Who  much  adores  your  vertues,  and  must  deeme 

His  muse  too  meane  to  adde  to  your  esteeme." 

Captain  Carteret  feeling  that  the  field  of  action  was  in  Eng- 
land, and  anxious  to  give  his  master  active  help,  went  over 
to  Cornwall,  '*  with  the  purpose  of  raising  a  troop  of  horse, 
and  engage  in  that  service."  The  king's  forces,  destitute 
of  every  necessity  for  carrying  on  an  active  campaign, 
hailed  his  advent  as  an  interposition  of  Providence  "  they 
had  scarce  courage  to  hope  for."  And  we  are  told 
that  ''when  he  came  thither,  he  was  unanimously  impor- 
tuned by  the  commanders,  after  they  had  acquainted  him 
with  their  hopeless  and  desperate  want  of  powder,  to  assist 
them  in  that  manner,  that  the  many  good  ports  in 
their  power  might  be  made  some  use  of  in  the  supply 
of  powder.  Whereupon  he  shortly  returned  to  France, 
and  first  upon  his  own  credit,  and  then  upon  return 
of  such  commodities  out  of  Cornwall  as  they  could  well 
spare,  he  supplied  them  with  such  great  proportions 
of  all  kinds  of  ammunition  that  they  never  found  want 
after."  Five  years  later  it  was  shown  that  he  had  not  been 
paid  for  his  disbursements  on  account  of  this  powder,  '*  by 
the  negligence  of  the  commissioners." 

Early  in  January,  1644,  Carteret,  installed  in  both 
his  civil  and  military  ofiQces,  proceeded  to  exercise  a 
vigorous  sway  over  his  little  island.  All  the  male  in- 
habitants were  required  to  assemble  in  three  districts,  four 
in  each  parish,  and  a  bible  being  laid  open  on  a  drum's 
head,  ten  men  at  a  time  placed  their  hands  on  it 
and  pledged  themselves  on  the  faith  and  truth  they  owed 
to  God,  to  continue  loyal  and  faithful  subjects  to  the  king 
of  England,  to  aid  in  putting  down  all  rebellions  and 
conspiracies,  to  defend  the  island  against  foreign  or 
domestic  foes,  and  to  yield  entire  obedience  to  his 
majesty's  representative.     Many  of  the  people  being  dis- 
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contented,  as  he  well  knew,  on  account  of  their  belief 
that  Charles  intended  to  restore  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  the  sagacious  Governor  issued  a  manifesto  assur- 
ing them  that  it  was  his  Majesty's  fixed  determination  to 
maintain  the  exercise  of  the  reformed  worship  inviolate, 
as  it  had  existed  under  his  predecessors,  Queen  Elizabeth 
and  King  James  the  First.  He  then  took  measures 
to  observe  with  scrupulous  fidelity  the  forms  of  constitu- 
tional government  on  the  island,  entrusting  the  civil  rule 
to  a  faithful  adherent  of  his  family,  and  always  calling 
together  the  three  estates  to  enact  any  measure  he  wished 
carried  out,  whereby  the  people  believed  that  they  were 
governing  themselves;  and  were  the  more  ready  to  fall  in 
with  any  of  his  pet  projects.  He  promulgated  ordinances 
for  the  suppression  of  seditious  meetings,  against  drunken- 
ness, debauchery,  profane  swearing  and  Sabbath  breaking, 
and  regulated  the  price  of  bread  and  other  commodities. 
He  gave  particular  attention  to  training  the  militia  of  the 
island,  and  soon  had  an  excellent  little  army.  The 
cost  of  maintaining  this  force  was  a  serious  drain  on 
his  private  resources,  already  diminished  by  his  advances 
to  the  royal  troops  in  Cornwall,  and  after  various 
expedients  he  resorted  to  privateering  as  a  means  of 
replenishing  the  island  treasury.  The  King  was  very 
ready  to  sanction  any  measures  which  relieved  him  of  the 
need  of  furnishing  money  for  any  purpose  other  than  his 
immediate  pleasures,  and  promptly  gave  the  Governor  full 
authority  for  the  issue  of  letters  of  mark.^  He  speedil}' 
acquired  a  formidable  fleet  of  vessels  captured  from  the 
enemies  of  the  king,  and  Charles  commissioned  him  Vice 
Admiral.  In  the  meantime  he  was  punishing  the  adver- 
saries  of  hia    late   uncle,    and   many  of  them    were   heavi- 
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1  By  commiasiou  dated  IS  December,  1644,  Cliai-les  1.  appoiuled  "  Colouel  iJeurjfe 
Cariaret  Vice  Admiral  of  Jersey  and  all  tlie  islands  and  maratliue  parts  adjacent. "  lie 
was  knighted  in  May,  1(545. 
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\y  fined,  or  had  their  estates  confiscated.  Some  who 
had  fled  from  the  island  were  tried  in  their  absence, 
condemned  as  traitors  with  all  due  formality  of  legal  pro- 
ceedings, and  condemned  to  be  hanged.  For  want  of 
their  bodies,  two  wooden  panels  were  prepared,  painted  on 
one  side  with  effigies  of  three  leading  men,  and  on  the 
other  with  those  of  ten  inferior  men,  and  these  wooden  panels, 
thus  adorned,  were  solemnly  hanged  by  the  common  hangman 
on  the  gibbet  in  the  market  place — to  the  great  satisfac- 
tion of  the  loyalists,  and  doubtless  to  the  equal  satisfaction 
of  the  traitors  thus  harmlessly  punished.  ITis  financial 
policy  was  simple,  and  highly  agreeable  to  those  whom 
he  wished  to  please :  He  levied  tribute  on  his  enemies, 
and  spared  his  friends. 

He  was  warm-hearted.  When  the  financial  necessities  of 
his  little  dominion  were  greatest,  word  came  that  a  num- 
ber of  Jerseymen  had  been  captured  by  the  Algerines  and 
forced  to  tug  at  the  oar  as  galley  slaves.  He  had  seen  ser- 
vice himself  in  his  young  days  among  that  class  of 
people,  and  he  immediately  raised  money  for  the  ransom 
of  his  countrymen. 

THE  FUTURE  KING  CHARLES  H.  AT  JERSEY. 

All  the  while  King  Charles  and  the  Parliament  were 
playing  at  cross  purposes,  and  matters  were  growing  stead- 
ily worse  for  the  weak  King.  Early  in  1645  Carteret  sent 
an  emissary  to  England  to  invite  Charles  and  the  Prince  of 
Wales  to  take  refuge  in  Jersey.  The  King  was  loth 
to  abandon  all  hope  of  a  speedy  restoration  to  his  throne, 
but  sent  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  the  West  of  England 
to  set  up  his  own  standard  near  Bristol.  This  movement 
proved  a  failure,  owing  to  the  rapid  and  effective  move- 
ments of  Lord  Fairfax;  and  when  Prince  Rupert  lost 
Bristol  on  September  11,  1645,  the  King  urged  but  did  not 
command  the  Prince  to  join  his  mother  in  France.     By  the 
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advice  of  his  counsellors  he  lingered  in  England  until  the 
royal  cause  received  its  final  blow  in  the  West,  at  Torrino-- 
ton,  on  February  15,  1646.  Two  weeks  later  the  Prince  and 
his  followers  sailed  from  Cornwall  to  the  Scilly  islands, 
which  appearing  to  be  too  dangerous,  from  their  proxim- 
ity to  Cornwall,  on  April  16  the  party  sailed  for  Jersey, 
where  they  arrived  the  next  day,  on  the  frigate  Spread 
Eagle.  There  they  remained  for  some  months,  the  Gov- 
ernor surrendering  to  the  young  Prince — now  but  sixteen 
years  old — his  Elizabeth  Castle,  while  he  occupied  modest 
quarters  near  at  hand.  The  King  had  sent  Sir  Edward 
Hyde,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  with  the  Prince,  as  he 
said  with  bitter  truth  that  an  empty  exchequer  required  no 
Chancellor,  while  his  son  did  require  a  wise  counsellor, 
and  that  nobleman  lodged  in  a  modest  dwelling  not  far 
from  the  castle,  where  he  spent  much  of  his  time  then  and 
thereafter — in  all,  twenty-five  months — preparing  his  great 
History  of  the  Civil  War.  During  his  residence  on 
the  island  a  warm  friendship  seems  to  have  grown  up 
between  the  doughty  Governor  and  the  future  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  and  again  and  again  does  the  historian  speak 
most  highly  of  the  wisdom,  prudence  and  sagacity  of  his 
host  under  the  most  trying  circumstances.  Commenda- 
tion from  so  eminent  an  authority  is  valuable  indeed. 

Some  days  after  his  arrival,  the  young  Prince  performed 
a  graceful  act  of  courtesy  which  won  for  him  the  hearts  of 
the  womenfolk  on  the  island.  The  Parliamentarians, 
among  whom  were  many  of  the  leading  women  of  the 
place,  had  concealed  their  personal  effects,  to^avoid  confis- 
cation, and  the  ladies  had  sent  their  best  attire  to  the 
care  of  their  country  cousins  in  the  interior.  The 
Prince  issued  peremptory  orders  for  the  restoration  of  the 
feminine  attire  which  had  been  confiscated,  to  the  great 
delight  of  the  owners  thereof.  The  benignity  and  good 
nature  of  the  Prince  won   him  favor  on  all  sides.      He  con- 
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descended  to  walk  abroad  in  the  island,  and  even  so  far 
unbent  his  royal  dignity  as  to  permit  the  common  people 
to  see  him  dine.  And  this  was  the  manner  of  his  dining, 
according  to  the  local  chronicler: 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  table  were  laid  a  plate,- a  knife 
and  fork,  all  of  silver;  and  then  in  massive  dishes  of  the 
same  metal  were  served  up  meat,  fish  and  other  viands. 
His  highness,  before  placing  himself  at  table,  stood  un- 
covered whilst  a  doctor  of  theology  pronounced  the 
blessing;  he  then,  putting  on  his  hat,  seated  himself,  the 
reverend  doctor  standing  at  his  right  hand,  and  the  lords 
and  gentlemen  in  waiting,  all  uncovered,  around  him.  A 
page,  kneeling  on  one  knee,  now  presented  a  ewer 
and  basin  of  silver  gilt,  and  a  napkin ;  and,  after  his 
highness  had  rinsed  his  hands  and  wiped  them,  each 
dish  in  succession  was  offered  to  1  him.  That  which 
he  selected  as  most  agreeable  to  his  palate,  whether  fish, 
flesh  or  fowl,  was  conveyed  to  the  carver  stationed  at  the 
opposite  end  of  the  board,  who,  after  carving  slices, 
tasted  them,  deposited  them  on  a  silver  platter,  which  was 
taken  back  to  the  prince,  who  then  condescended  to  cut  the 
meat  up  in  morsels  and  to  eat  them.  Another  kneeling  page 
presented  him  with  bread,  cut  up  into  long  slender  pieces, 
on  a  silver  salver;  and  when  the  prince  had  finished  the  first 
course  his  plate  was  removed,  and  the  dish  trenched  upon 
was  sent  away.  The  cup-bearer,  a  youth  about  the 
prince's  own  age,  offered  him  a  beverage  on  bended  knee, 
having  previously  tasted  it,  and  whilst  the  prince  was 
drinking,  he  carefully  held  a  napkin  under  the  royal  chin, 
lest  a  drop  should  spill  upon  the  royal  waistcoat.  The 
cup  being  empty,  the  page  received  it  back,  made  a 
low  obeisance,  and  retired.  The  same  tedious  ceremonial 
—  selecting,  carving,  tasting,  etc. — was  repeated  at  each 
course.     The  dessert  was  then  served,  and  when   this  had 
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been  disposed  of,  the  chaplain  said  grace,  and  his  high- 
ness, rising  from  table,  retired. 

There  were  grand  fetes  at  Castle  Elizabeth  in  those 
days,  and  when  the  prince  sallied  forth  into  the  town  at 
the  head  of  a  gallant  troop  of  soldiers,  accompanied  by  his 
lords  and  ladies  in  waiting,  the  whole  populace  went  wild 
with  joy  at  such  a  display  of  royalty.  When  he  went  to 
church,  the  sacred  edifice  was  crowded,  and  although  the 
people  did  not  understand  a  word  of  the  English  service, 
they  did  understand  the  reverence  which  the  Prince  paid 
to  the  preacher. 

CARTERET  BECOMES  A  BARONET. 

On  April  24,  1646,  the  Prince  confirmed  Carteret's 
patent  of  knighthood,  and  afterwards  created  him  a 
baronet,  amid  the  general  acclamations  of  the  beholders. 
Although  doubtless  held  severely  in  check  by  Sir  Edward 
Hyde,  who  afterwards  as  Earl  of  Clarendon  used  to  snub 
him  even  at  the  Royal  Council  Board,  Charles  was  of  too 
easy  and  indolent  a  disposition  to  take  life  seriously,  and 
he  enjoyed  himself  greatly  in  this  little  kingdom.  On 
June  24  he  sailed  for  France  in  response  to  the  persistent 
commands  of  his  mother,  who  was  at  the  French  court  try- 
ing to  enlist  aid  for  her  harassed  husband. 

CARTERET'S  DEFENCE  OF  JERSEY. 

As  the  nation's  troubles  became  more  serious.  Sir  George 
■Carteret  perceived  the  need  of  strengthening  the  defences  of 
his  domain,  and  during  the  ensuing  year  he  bent  every  en- 
ergy to  creating  anew  outwork  for  the  better  defence  of  his 
favorite  stronghold,  Elizabeth  Castle.  Men  and  money  were 
both  wanting  for  this  great  work  ;  the  money  he  raised  in  his 
usual  way,  by  levies  on  his  enemies.  The  men  he  obtained 
by  exacting  personal  service  of  many  of  the  islanders  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  terms  of  their  tenancy,  employing  the  men 
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where  they  were  most  useful,  according  to  their  several  trades 
or  occupations.  By  this  means,  and  the  exercise  of  the  most 
extraordinary  energy,  in  nine  months  he  had  completed  the 
new  work.  As  it  was  about  finished  the  Prince  of  Wales  sent 
over  a  skilled  engineer,  from  France,  as  he  had  promised 
many  months  before.  So  wisely  had  the  fortress  been 
planned,  and  so  ably  constructed,  that  he  had  but  few  sug- 
gestions to  make,  and  the  ability  of  the  Governor  received 
his  unqualified  approval.  Hyde  was  amazed  at  the  rapid- 
ity with  which  the  project  had  been  carried  forward. 

Every  week,  we  are  told,  huge  packages  of  letters  reached 
the  Governor  from  England,  where  he  kept  spies  employed, 
even  in  the  Parliamentary  ranks  in  London,  and  was  thus 
apprized  of  every  important  movement  projected.  He 
captured  the  vessels  laden  with  arms,  destined  for  the  Par- 
liamentary army  in  Ireland,  and  stocked  his  own  fortresses 
therewith.  He  was  unceasing  in  his  activity  for  the  royal 
cause.  So  much  so,  that  Fairfax  in  a  plan  of  settlement 
which  he  drafted  for  the  concurrence  of  the  King  and  Par- 
liament, expressly  stipulated  that  5/r  George  Carteret 
should  have  his  estates  confiscated  and  be  banished  from 
the  realm  for  three  years  ! 

And  all  this  risk  he  ran  for  a  King  who  did  not  know  his 
own  mind  from  day  to  day ;  and  for  a  Prince  who  was  mak- 
ing love  to  his  mature  and  wily  cousin,  the  Mademoiselle 
de  Montpensier,  who  bluntly  told  him,  she  says,  "  I  should 
be  sorry  to  see  you  dancing  triolets,  and  amusing  yourself, 
when  you  ought  to  resolve  upon  having  your  head  eithef 
crowned  or  cracked!'  The  young  Prince  did  not  trouble 
himself  much  on  either  score,  so  long  as  he  could  amuse 
himself  amid  the  gaieties  of  Paris,  or  later  in  even  the  staid 
surroundings  of  The  Hague.  He  was  at  The  Hague  when 
his  father  lost  his  head  at  Whitehall.  When  the  news  of 
this  long  dreaded  event  reached  Jersey,  Carteret  took  im- 
mediate measures  to  hold  the  allegiance  of  the  populace  to 
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the  royal  family,  and  proclaimed  the  young  Prince,  whom 
they  knew  so  well,  as  Charles  II.,  amid  great  demonstra- 
tions of  joy.  The  Court  of  Holland  having  intimated  to 
Charles  that  his  presence  there  was  embarrassing,  he  set 
out  for  France,  and  stnt  for  Sir  George  Carteret  to  meet 
him  at  St.  Germain.  He  had  intended  to  embark  in  a  few 
days  for  Ireland,  but  lingered  in  gentle  dalliance  at  the 
Court,  where  his  former  inamorata,  the  Mile,  de  Montpen- 
sier,  again  took  into  serious  consideration  the  advisability 
of  encouraging  his  suit.  She  was  much  more  pleased  with 
his  brother  James,  Duke  of  York,  *' a  charming  young 
Prince,"  she  says,  "between  13  and  14  years  of  age;  — 
very  handsome,  very  well  made,  and  of  fair  complexion. 
He  spoke  French  with  admirable  fluency;  which  in  my 
eyes  gave  him  an  immense  advantage  over  the  King,  his 
brother;  the  remarks  he  made  were  very  much  to  the 
point,  and  I  enjoyed  his  conversation  exceedingly."  This 
last  remark  is  a  sly  dig  at  the  King,  who  spoke  P>ench 
badly,  and  was  not  a  ready  talker. 

CHARLES    11.    AGAIN    AT  JERSEY  IN    1 649. 

Cartaret  urged  the  king  to  betake  himself  to  Jerse}',  in 
preference  to  Ireland,  and  finally,  on  September  17,  1649, 
his  Majesty  sailed  for  Jersey,  being  urged  thereto  by  the 
Duke  of  York  and  Sir  John  Berkley,  against  the  wishes 
of  many  of  his  courtiers,  who  found  more  pleasure 
on  the  mainland  than  they  could  hope  to  enjoy  in  such 
narrow  quarters  as  the  island  afforded.  It  was  high  time 
the  King  found  refuge  in  his  little  dominion,  for  he  had 
barelv  $20  in  the  royal  treasury,  whereas  in  Jersey  he 
need  not  trouble  himself  about  finances  so  long  as  his 
faithful  Carteret  was  at  the  head  of  affairs.  Without  a 
thought  on  this  score,  he  carried  with  him  a  retinue 
of  not  less  than  300  persons,  as  so  many  additional  drones 
to  be  provided  for  by  the  Governor.     As  the  island  now 
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had  more  consumers  than  producers  of  breadstuffs,  the 
Governor  removed  all  restriction  on  trade  with  the  main- 
land, and  encouraged  the  Normandy  people  to  bring  over 
food  and  provisions,  they  taking  in  exchange  the  woollen 
stuffs  made  by  the  islanders.  While  he  was  thus  laboring 
to  provide  ways  and  means  for  the  royal  court,  and  to 
redeem  the  promises  carlessly  made  by  Charles  "  on  the 
word  of  a  king,"  his  Majesty  enjoyed  himself  hunting  and 
fishing,  with  his  retinue,  and  exacted  all  the  pleasure  life 
could  afford  him  under  his  then  circumstances. 

**  The  king,  at  this  time  about  nineteen  years  of  age, 
was,"  says  Chevalier,  "  of  middle  stature,  well  formed,  and 
graceful;  remarkably  erect,  and  his  limbs  well  knit; 
altogether  very  noble  in  his  aspect.  The  expression  of 
his  features,  although  sedate  was  pleasing;  his  com- 
plexion rather  sallow,  and  his  hair  dark  brown,  inclining 
somewhat  to  black.  As  to  his  demeanour,  although 
dignified  it  was  affable  to  all  those  whom  he  honoured 
with  his  discourse.  His  habiliments  were  always  purple, 
a  color  always  worn  by  royal  personages  in  mourning,  as 
his  majesty  still  was.  No  embroidery,  either  of  gold 
or  silver,  ornamented  his  doublet  or  hose,  but  on  the  left 
side  of  his  cloak  a  silver  star  was  attached.  Across 
his  chest  he  wore  a  purple  scarf  or  ribbon,  and  a  garter  of 
the  same  color,  the  ends  of  which  hung  down  behind  the 
leg,  encircling  his  left  knee. 

**The  Duke  of  York,  who  had  completed  his  fifteenth 
year,  was  tall  for  his  age  and  light  in  figure,  but  re- 
markably lively  and  pleasant  in  his  manner.  His  High- 
ness was  attired  in  an  entire  suit  of  black,  without  any 
ornament  or  decoration  than  the  silver  star  displayed  upon 
his  mantle.  He  also  wore  a  purple  scarf  across  his 
shoulders." 

On  October  14,  1649,  the  fifteenth  birthday  of  the  Duke 
was  celebrated  with  great  eclat.     Nine   days  later   Charles 
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issued  his  declaration  of  his  rights,  addressed  to  his  "  lov- 
ing subjects  of  England  and  Wales."  A  week  later  the 
king  reviewed  his  little  army,  to  the  great  gratification  of 
the  soldiers  and  civilians.  Other  occasional  duties  oc- 
cupied some  of  the  King's  time.  He  acted  as  godfather  to 
the  little  daughter  of  Sir  George  Carteret,  giving  her  the 
name  Caroline,  which  the  local  French  chronicler  takes 
pains  to  explain  is  "  the  French  for  Charlotte,  the  feminine 
for  Charles."  He  was  frequently  called  upon  to  "  touch  " 
for  the '' King's  evil."  Hither  came  emissaries  from  his 
adherents  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland;  from  the 
Princes  of  Hungary,  the  Queen  of  Portugal,  from  the 
German  princes,  from  France,  from  the  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham. All  these  were  handsomely  entertained,  and  Sir 
George  Carteret  provided  the  wherewithal. 

Owing  to  the  danger  that  the  Parliamentary  army  and 
navy  might  descend  upon  Jersey,  it  was  deemed  advisable 
for  the  King  to  take  to  the  mainland  again.  Before  doing 
so,  he  called  a  court  at  Elizabeth  Castle,  at  which  were 
present  the  Duke  of  York,  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  and 
the  whole  of  the  courtiers. 

WAS    THIS   NEW   JERSEY? 

At  this  court  (ii  February,  1650)  the  King  bestowed 
upon  Carteret,  by  Letters  Patent,  under  his  seal,  in 
consideration  of  his  important  services,  ''  a  certain  island 
and  adjacent  islets  near  the  coast  of  Virginia,  North 
America,  in  perpetual  inheritance,  at  the  sole  rent  charge 
of  six  pounds  sterling  payable  annually  to  the  Crown.  In 
the  said  patent  these  islands  were  named  New  Jersey,  and 
Sir  George  was  permitted  to  send  thither  three  hundred 
persons  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  and  cultivatiiTg  the 
soil.  He  was  likewise  authorized  to  build  towns,  churches 
and  castles,  and  to  establish  such  laws  and  customs  as  he 
might  deem  expedient  and  necessary  for  the  good  of  the 
colony." 
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[Since  the  above  was  written  the  writer  has  received, 
through  the  kindness  of  the  Rev.  Edgar  Hoskins,  a  copy 
of  this  passage  from  his  father's  manuscript,  copied  from 
Chevalier.  It  is  so  important  that  it  is  given  herewith  in 
the  quaint  original: 

"Avant  que  le  Roi  partit  de  Jersey,  il  donna  a  Sir  George  Carteret,  a 
fin  d'heritage,  une  lie  et  ilots  d'alentour  situes  a  I'Amerique,  proche  la  Vir- 
gine  ;  quelle  ile,  et  ses  appartenan'ces,  ils  donnerent  le  nom  de  Nouveau,  ou 
Nouvelle,  Jersey,  par  la  Patente  qui  en  fut  faite,  sous  le  signe  et  sceau  de 
Sa  Majeste,  avec  pouvoir  d'y  batir  des  Eglises,  villes  et  chateaux,  et  pou- 
voir  d'y  etablir  telles  lois  et  coutumes  qu'il  trouveroit  expedient  pour  le 
pays  ;  comme  aussi  ayant  autorite  de  lever  trois  cents  personnes  a  y  en- 
voyer,  pour  cultiver  et  defricher  la  terre,  &c.  Pour  quelle  donation  Sir 
George,  par  reconnoissance,  etoit  oblige  de  payer  au  Roi  six  Livres  Ster- 
ling par  an." 

The  significance  of  this  extract  Hes  in  the  fact  that  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  written  by  Chevalier 
at  the  time.  His  accuracy  is  admitted  by  all  students  who 
have  had  occasion  to  verify  his  statements. 

In  a  passage  in  his  Journal,  evidently  written  about  the 
same  time  as  the  foregoing,  or  about  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1650,  Chevalier  gives  his  age  as  past  eighty-three 
years.  Speaking  of  a  letter  written  by  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  to  Charles  II.,  he  says  : 

"II  eut  ete  a  propos  d'ecrire  ici  de  suite  la  lettre  des  Ministers  du  Roy- 
aume  d'  Ecosse,  mais  elle  etoit  trop  longue  et  ennuyeuse  a  copier  pour  tin 

veillard  age  de  qiiatre  vingt-trois  ans  et  cinq  mois.'''''^ 

These  extracts  seem  to  prove,  beyond  question,  that  in 
1650  the  grant  above  mentioned  to  Carteret  was  called 
Neiv  Jersey,  for  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  improbable  that 
the  chronicler,  then  83,  was  living  fourteen  years  later 
when  Berkley  and  Carteret  obtained  title  jointly  for  the 
territory  now  known  as  New  Jersey.] 

It  would  appear  that  Carteret  lost  litt'e  time  in  attempt- 
ing to  plant  his  new  colony,  for  according  to  Whitelock, 
about  the  middle  of  May  in  the  same  year  in  which  he  re- 

1  The  Guernsey  Magazine,  January,  1876. 
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ceived  the  grant,  letters  came  to  the  House  of  Commons 
'*  from  the  Isle  of  Wight,  that  a  ship  of  5  guns,  belonging 
to  Captain  Carteret,  Governour  of  Jersey,  bound  to  Virginia, 
with  many  passengers,  all  sorts  of  goods,  and  tools  for  hus- 
bandry, for  planting  an  island,  which  the  Prince  had  given 
to  Sir  George,  was  taken  by  Captain  Green,  and  brought 
in  hither." 

Half  a  centur}^  ago  Bishop  Doane,  of  New  Jersey,  visited 
the  Isle  of  Jersey,  and  was  struck  with  surprise  to  see  a  sign 
over  a  street  leading  up  from  the  shore,  "  New  Jersey." 
Nobody  could  tell  him  the  origin  of  the  sign.  May  it  not 
date  back  to  the  time  when  the  young  King  Charles  II. 
made  this  grant  to  Sir  George  Carteret?  And  may  not  the 
grateful  baronet  have  bestowed  this  name  on  the  street  in 
commemoration  of  his  Majesty's  gift?  Possibly  the  sub- 
ject may  have  been  discussed  between  the  two  some  day 
as  they  walk:^d  upon  this  very  spot,  and  in  token  of  that 
fact  the  name  may  have  been  given. 

On  Wednesday,  February  26,  1650,  after  a  residence  on 
the  island  of  five  months.  King  Charles  sailed  away  from 
Elizabeth  Castle  for  France.  The  Duke  of  York  went  on 
board  with  him,  and  the  two  brothers  embraced  again  and 
again  and  again,  with  tears  in  their  eyes.  Then  they  sep- 
arated, the  Duke  returning  to  the  island,  while  the  King 
sailed'over  to  Normandy,  where  he  arrived  that  afternoon. 
For  many  years  the  wandering  sovereign  must  have  looked 
back  with  fond  regret  to  the  peaceful  hours  of  idleness  spent 
on  this  little  spot — the  only  territory  over  which  he  actual- 
ly reigned  for  eleven  years.  He  showed  his  appreciation 
at  the  time  by  persuading  Lord  Jermyn  to  surrender  for  a 
consideration  his  title  as  Governor  of  Jersey,  which  he  be- 
stowed upon  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  York,  who  made  Sir 
George  Carteret  his  Lieutenant,  so  that  the  gallant  soldier 
and  sailor  had  even  more  power  than  before,  owing  to  the 
high  regard  in  which  he  was  held   by  the  young  Prince. 
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The  Duke  was  also  made  High  Admiral,  but  gave  all  the 
profits  arising  therefrom  to  the  island  arid  Carteret,  toward 
the  building  of  a  pier  there,  as  we  are  told  by  the  gossipy 
Pepys,  who  furthermore  relates  this  ponderous  witticism  : 
The  Duke  having  been  called  upon  to  act  as  godfather,  it 
was  objected  that  it  would  not  be  proper,  as  there  was  no 
peer  of  the  land  to  be  joined  with  him,  to  which  the  infant's 
mother  replied,  "  Why,  let  him  choose;  and  if  he  will  not 
be  a  godfather  without  a  peer,  then  let  him  even  stay  until 
he  hath  made  a  pier  of  his  own,"  The  Duke  remained 
until  September,  when  he  sailed  to  rejoin  his  brother  on 
the  continent. 

CAPITULATION  OF  JERSEY. 

In  the  meantime  Carteret  had  been  so  active  in  fitting 
out  privateers,  and  they  had  preyed  so  effectively  upon  the 
Parliamentary  commerce,  that  Cromwell  determined  at  all 
hazards  to  reduce  Jersey.  A  fleet  of  eighty  sail  was  fitted 
out  in  the  Fall  of  165  i,  with  a  great  body  of  troops.  On 
October  20th  they  began  their  attack,  and  seven  days 
later  the  army  took  possession  of  the  whole  of  the  island, 
except  Elizabeth  Castle,  to  which  Sir  George  Carteret  had 
withdrawn  with  his  forces.  Here  he  sustained  a  siege  for 
seven  weeks,  making  so  gallant  a  defence  against  over- 
whelming odds  as  to  compel  the  admiration  of  his  assail- 
ants, who  offered  him  the  most  honorable  terms  if  he  would 
surrender.  But  with  the  most  uncompromising  loyalty  to 
his  king  he  still  declined  to  capitulate  without  the  consent 
of  his  sovereign,  and  sent  him  word  to  France  of  the  great 
■Straits  to  which  he  had  been  reduced,  and  asked  his  advice. 
The  King  counseled  him  to  surrender.  He  did  so,  march- 
ing out  with  flying  colors,  and  on  December  15,  1651,  the 
last  of  the  royal  standards  in  the  realm  of  Great  Britain  was 
hauled  down. 
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CARTERET'S  SUBSEQUENT  CAREER. 

The  gallant  baronet  speedily  joined  his  royal  master  on 
the  continent,  and  shared  with  him  his  vicissitudes  until 
the  Restoration,  in  1660,  when  he  formed  one  of  his  imme- 
diate train  to  London.  The  day  after  the  return  he  was 
,  sworn  of  the  Privy  Council,  made  Vice  Chamberlain,  and 
constituted  Treasurer  of  the  Navy.  In  1669  he  was  ex- 
pelled from  the  House  of  Commons,  to  which  he  had  been 
elected  from  Portsmouth,  for  paying  mone}'s  without  proper 
vouchers — not  for  embezzlement  or  corruption,  as  some 
have  carelessly  said.  He  was  a  man  of  too  great  ability 
and  sturdy  independence  for  the  opposition  to  care  to  have 
him  in  the  House.  In  1673  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty.  Both  these  offices  he  retained 
until  his  death.  In  1663  the  King  gave  him  and  Lord 
John  Berkley  a  grant  of  Carolina,  which  profited  them  little 
or  nothing.  He  manifestly  enjoyed  the  favor  of  the  King, 
and  of  the  Duke  of  York  as  well,  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life. 

On  March  12,  1664,  the  King  gave  to  the  Duke  of  York 
a  grant  for  New  Jersey,  New  York  and  New  England,  with 
powers  of  government  and  of  alienation.  In  the  following 
June  23-24,  the  Duke,  by  deeds  of  lease  and  release,  con- 
veyed to  Carteret  and  Berkley  the  territory  of  New  Jersey, 
which  was  subsequently  confirmed  to  them  by  the  King, 
in  1673. 

Carteret  died  January  13,  1679,  in  the  80th  year  of  his 
age,  says  a  genealogist  of  the  last  century,  and  was  buried 
at  Hawnes,  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  the  manor  and  estate 
whereof  he  had  purchased  of  the  family  of  Winch.  He 
left  a  widow,  Elizabeth,  and  a  grandson,  George,  for  whose 
benefit  he  left  his  interest  in  New  Jersey  to  trustees,  who 
subsequently  sold  the  same  at  public  auction,  in  London, 
for  i^3,ooo. 
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Says  a  local  biographer:  "Sir  George  Carteret  was  an, 
extraordinary  man,  who  rose  in  troublesome  times  to  the 
highest  eminence.  Sprung  from  an  ancient  and  honorable 
family,  in  a  remote  part  of  the  empire,  he  had  to  begin  the 
world  without  fortune  or  connections.  There  seems  to 
have  been  a  great  deal  of  energy  in  his  character;  and,  to 
a  mind  capable  of  forming  great  designs,  he  united  the 
courage  to  execute  them,  and  the  perseverance  necessary 
to  their  success.  There  is  something  chivalrous — one 
might  almost  say  romantic — to  behold  a  loyal  and  gallant 
soldier,  posted  in  this  small  insulated  spot,  boldly  asserting 
the  cause  of  his  persecuted  sovereigns,  still  faithful  to  them 
under  every  reverse  of  fortune,  and  inflicting  incalculable 
mischief  on  their  enemies.  The  astonishment  will  further 
increase,  that  he  should  have  been  able,  with  his  own  slen- 
der resources,  and  without  any  assistance  from  the  English 
Royalists,  to  maintain  himself  there  during  eight  years ; 
and  that  it  should  ultimately  have  required  the  exertions 
of  Blake,  the  first  naval  commander  of  the  age,  with  a  large 
land  army,  to  compel  him  to  surrender.  And  when  obliged 
at  last  to  capitulate,  he  managed  matters  with  so  much  ad- 
dress, and  obtained  such  favorable  terms,  that  one  might 
almost  suppose  he  had  himself  dictated  the  terms  of  his 
capitulation  to  his  conquerors." 

The  pages  of  the  famous  diarist,  Pepys,  teem  wi'h  refer- 
ences to  Sir  George  Carteret  after  the  Restoration,  and  show 
that  his  royal  master  was  willing  to  bestow  upon  him  plenty 
of  honors  but  very  little  cash  in  requitement  of  the  large 
sums  he  had  expended,  to  his  own  impoverishment,  in 
the  cause  of  the  king.  Dining  with  Carteret  and  his  lady 
in  1662,  Pepys  says:  **  all  their  discourse,  which  was  very 
much,  was  upon  their  sufferings  and  services  for  the  king. 
Yet  not  without  some  trouble,  to  see  that  some,  that  had 
been  much  bound  to  them,  do  now  neglect  them;  and 
others  again  most  civil  that  have  received  least  from  them  ; 
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and  I  do  believe  that  he  hath  been  a  good  servant  to  the 
king."  And  again:  "He  told  me  how  the  King  was  be- 
holden to  him,  and  in  what  a  miserable  condition  his 
family  would  be,  if  he  should  die  before  he  hath  cleared 
his  accounts."  A  pleasanter  picture  is  that  of  Sir  George 
and  Lady  Elizabeth  traveling  by  coach  to  see  their  son 
Philip  married,  with  Pepys  in  the  coach  with  them,  who 
says  :  "  At  night,  about  seven  o'clock,  took  coach  again  : 
but  Lord,  to  see  what  a  pleasant  humour  Sir  George  hath 
been  both  coming  and  going — so  light,  so  fond,  so  merry, 
so  boyish,  so  much  content  he  takes  in  this  business — it 
is  one  of  the  greatest  wonders  I  ever  saw  in  my  mind.  In 
serious  discourse,  he  did  say  that  if  he  knew  his  son  to  be 
a  debauchee,  as  many  and  most  are  nowadays  about  the 
Court,  he  would  tell  it,  and  my  Lady  Jem.  should  not  have 
him."  And  even  when  detained  by  the  failure  of  the 
coach  to  meet  them,  "  it  was  worth  my  observing,"  he 
notes,  **how,  upon  these  two  scores.  Sir  George,  the  most 
passionate  man  in  the  world,  and  that  in  greatest  haste  to 
be  gone,  did  bear  with  it,  and  that  very  pleasant  all 
the  while ;  at  least  not  troubled  so  much  as  to  fret  and 
storm  at  it."  Another  phase  of  his  character,  in  1665  : 
"To  Sir  George  Carteret;  and  among  other  things,  he 
told  me  that  he  was  not  for  the  fanfaroone,  to  make  a 
show  with  a  great  title,  as  he  might  have  had  long  since, 
but  the   main   thing,   to  get  an  estate;  and  another  thing, 

speaking  of  minding  of  business,  'By  G ,  *  says  he,   "  I 

will,  and  have  already  almost  brought  it  to  pass,  that  the 
King  shall  not  be  able  to  whip  a  cat,  but  I  mean  to  be  at 
the  tayle  of  it.'"  "Meaning,"  says  Pepys  gravely,  "so 
necessary  he  is,  and  the  King  and  my  Lord  Treasurer  all 
do  confess  it."  Of  course,  such  a  man  must  have  enemies, 
and  in  the  following  year  his  began  to  talk  in  Parliament 
about  reducing  his  salary.  In  i66y  Pep>s  says:  "I 
do  take  the  Vice  Chamberlain  for  a  most  honest  man.     He 
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did  asure  me  that  he  was  not,  all  expenses  and  things 
paid,  clear  in  estate  i^i 5,000  better  than  he  was  when  the 
King  came  in  ;  and  that  the  King  and  Lord  Chancellor  did 
know  that  he  was  worth,  with  the  debt  the  king  owed 
him,  ^50,000,  I  think  he  said,  when  the  king  came 
into  England."  And  so  on,  all  through  the  voluminous 
pages  of  Pepys,  do  we  find  glimpses  of  the  life  and 
character  of  Carteret,  and  the  estimation  in  which  he  was 
held  by  his  contemporaries.  In  Lord  Clarendon's  History, 
also;  in  Evelyn's  Diary,  and  in  many  other  writings  of 
the  day,  such  frequent  mention  is  made  of  the  gallant 
baronet  and  statesman  as  doth  show  the  importance  of  the 
station  he  held  in  the  public  eye. 

Surely,  the  life  of  such  a  man,  who  rendered  such  dis- 
tinguished service  to  his  country  and  to  his  king,  is 
worthy  of  half  an  hour's  consideration,  even  two  centuries 
after  his  death.  Men  who  fulfil  every  duty  that  falls 
to  them  as  zealously  as  did  Sir  George  Carteret  are  not  so 
common  that  we  can  afford  to  pass  over  their  career  with- 
out remark. 


Lord  John  Berkley. 


Of  Lord  Berkley,  who  is  named  in  the  deed  from  the 
Duke  of  York  for  New  Jersey,  it  may  be  proper  to  say  a 
word. 

He  was  born  in  1607,  being  the  youngest  son  of  Sir 
Maurice  Berkley.  He  was  a  gallant  officer  in  the  royal 
army,  which  he  commanded  against  the  Scotch  in 
1638,  in  which  year  he  was  knighted  at  Berwick.  He  was 
assigned  by  King  Charles  L  to  the  office  of  Governor 
of  the  young  Prince  James,  Duke  of  York.  Ambitious 
and  jealous,  he  was  determined  to  exercise  a  dominant 
sway  over  the  mind  of  his  youthful  charge,  and  was 
so  overbearing  in  his  conduct  that  the  Duke,  when  a  lad 
of  thirteen,  complained  to  the  Queen,  his  mother.  Berk- 
ley insolently  told  him:  "that  he  should  know  what 
he  was;  and  that  he  would  be  his  Governor  in  despite  of 
him."  Whereupon  the  spirited  lad  replied  "  with  an 
oath,  which  he  said  was  the  first  one  he  ever  swore,  but 
was  resolved  to  keep,  that  he  should  not  be  any  governor 
of  his,  and  reprehended  him  sharply."  However,  it  ap- 
pears that  amicable  relations,  but  doubtless  on  a  different 
footing,  were  soon  restored  between  the  Duke  and  his 
"  governor."  In  1658  Berkley  was  raised  to  the  peerage, 
as  Baron  Berkley  of  Stratton,  in  the  county  of  Somerset. 
At  an  earlier  date  he  accompanied  young  Prince  Charles 
to  Jersey,  and  it  is  evident  that  he  was  intimate  with 
Carteret.  On  the  restoration  he  was  one  of  the  Privy 
Council,  one  of  the  three    Commissioners    of  Admiralty, 
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and  was  suspected  of  combining  with  Sir  William  Penn 
(Admiral  in  the  Navy).  He  was  speedily  arrayed  against 
Chancellor  Hyde,  and  was  filled  with  consternation  when 
the  Duke  of  York  married  the  Chancellor's  daughter,  who 
was  afterwards  the  mother  of  Queen  Anne.  However, 
the  Chancellor  did  not  stand  in  the  way  of  his  preferment, 
and  we  find  him  named  in  1664  one  of  the  commissioners  on 
the  repair  of  St.  Paul's,  and  one  of  the  Masters  of  Ord- 
nance;  and  in  1665  one  of  the  commissioners  for  Tangiers. 
In  1667  there  was  much  apprehension  that  the  new  House 
of  Commons  would  investigate  his  sale  of  places,  but  that 
storm  passed  over  for  the  time.  In  1668  it  transpired 
that  he  had  persuaded  the  Duke  of  York  to  buy  up  one  of 
his  wine  licenses,  which  was  not  sufficiently  profitable, 
which  the  Duke  did  for  ;^i,5co  per  year,  of  which 
Berkley  drew  ^^700 — an  ingenious  and  unscrupulous 
system  of  taking  advantage  of  a  friend.  But  a  trifle  like 
that  could  not  injure  a  man  in  the  estimation  of  the  Court 
of  King  Charles  II.,  and  so  Berkley  seems  to  have  pros- 
pered,  and  in  1669  he  was  commissioned  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  which  office  he  retained  for  two  years.  In 
1675  he  was  appointed  Ambassador  Extraordinary  to 
France,  and  died  at  Versailles  August  28,  1678.  Pepys 
says  he  was  "a  fortunate  though  a  passionate  and  weak 
man  as  to  policy,"  and  **  the  most  hot  fier}^  man  in  dis- 
course, without  any  cause,  he  ever  heard." 


m^-:: 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF    THK 


J!eh)  |ersfj  historical  Society 


Vol.  XII. — Second  Series. 


Vol.  XXII. -Whole  Series. 


No.  >. 


PROCEEDINGS 

OF    THE 


^eto  lersfg  pistorkal  §0tietj. 


Vol.  XII.— Second  Series.  1892. 

Vol.  XXII.— Whole  Series.  No.  2. 


Newaek,  N.  J.,  May  19,  1892. 

The  Society  met  this  day  in  the  rooms  of  St.  John's 
Lodge,  on  the  floor  directly  above  the  rooms  of  the  Society, 
which  were  too  full  of  stacks  of  books  to  allow  of  the  meet- 
ing being  held  there.  In  the  absence  of  the  Hon.  John 
Clement,  the  President,  the  First  Vice-President,  Dr.  S. 
H.  Pennington,  occupied  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  January  meeting  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  submitted  the  corre- 
spondence received  since  the  last  meeting,  about  one  liimdred 
letters  in  all.  James  Neilson,  of  New  Brunswick,  urged 
the  importance  of  securing  fireproof  quarters  for  the  Society's 
library.  Edmund  D.  Halsey,  of  Morristown,  wrote  that 
he  had  found  part  of  a  MS.  autobiography  of  the  Rev. 
Jacob  Green,  a  prominent  clergyman  of  Morris  county  in  the 
last  century,  and  father  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ashbel  Green;  also 
from  E.  D.  Halsey,  F.  W.  Ricord,  of  Newark;  Francis 
B.  Lee,    Gen.  William  S.  Stryker  and   G.   D.  W.  Vroom, 
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of  Trenton,  and  Nathaniel  Niles,  of  Madison,  relating  to 
various  branches  of  the  Society's  work;  from  Edward  Ship- 
pen,  the  President,  announcing  the  organization  of  the 
Genealogical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  composed  of  members 
of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania;  from  Le  Grand 
Schenck,  in  relation  to  the  papers  of  his  father,  the  late  Eev. 
Dr.  Garret  C.  Schenck.  William  D.  Warner,  of  Nicetown, 
Pa,,  wrote  for  particulars  of  a  fire  said  to  have  occurred  at 
Woodstown,  N.  J.,  about  1827,  when  some  public  documents 
were  destroyed.  In  reply  to  letters  addressed  them  by  the 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Judge  Clement  and  William  Pat- 
terson, President  of  the  Salem  Historical  Society,  had  both 
written  that  Woodstown  had  never  had  any  public  building 
other  than  a  Friends'  Meeting  House.  In  reply  to  a  query, 
Dr.  Henry  Race,  of  Pittstown,  wrote  that  he  had  never  met 
with  the  name  of  Lieutenant  James  Moody,  the  famous  Tory 
in  the  Ee volution,  in  the  records  of  Hunterdon  county,  and 
he  was  confident  that  he  could  not  have  been  a  resident  of 
that  county. 

As  usual,  much  of  the  correspondence  related  to  geneal- 
ogy and  family  history,  inquiries  being  received  from  all 
parts  of  the  country.  In  these  cases,  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  stated,  he  first  had  recourse  to  his  own  library, 
and  when  that  failed  him  he  wrote  to  such  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Genealogy  or  other  gentlemen  throughout  the 
State  as  were  most  likely  to  have  the  desired  information. 
The  library  of  the  Society  unfortunately  lacked  very  many 
works  on  genealogy,  family  and  local  history  which  it  ought 
to  have.  Mr.  Francis  B.  Lee,  of  Trenton,  had  kindly  offered 
to  assist  in  any  genealogical  inquiries  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  State,  and  his  aid  had  been  invoked  several  times.  M. 
M.  Yeakle,  Sen.,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  inquired  concerning -the 
descendants  of  Abraham  Clark,  of  Rahway,  Signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  the  Independence,  particularly  with  reference 
to  the  father  of  Jonathan  Clark,  who  was  a  grandson  of 
Abraham.  The  Secretary  had  been  informed  that  the  im- 
mediate descendants  of  the  Signer,  to  whom  he  had  applied 
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for  this  information,  were  unable  to  give  it,  they  hav- 
ing been  unsuccessful  in  tracing  the  family  history.  lie  had 
himself  searched  the  records  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  had  found  the  will  of  Abraham  Clark,  dated 
May  15,  1793,  proved  January  18,  1800,  recorded  in  Liber  38 
of  Wills,  p.  545.  In  this  will  the  testator  names  wife  Sarah, 
sons  Aaron  and  Abraham,  daughters  Sarah  Edgar  and  Abi- 
gail Clark,  and  brother-in-law  Andrew  Hatfield.  No  clue 
had  been  found  to  the  grandchildren.  Gen.  W.  S.  Stryker 
furnished  some  notes  of  the  genealogy  of  the  Hart  family 
of  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  some  of  whom  were  afterwards  of 
Hopewell,  N.  J. 

Some  interesting  correspondence  was  also  submitted  relat- 
ing to  what  was  perhaps  the  first  pottery  for  fine  ware  in 
America,  which  was  believed  to  have  been  established  at  or 
near  Trenton,  N.  J.,  prior  to  1686. 

The  Treasueer  reported  that  the  receipts  since  tlie  last 
meeting,  together  with  the  balance  then  on  hand,  amounted 
to  $1,549.58;  the  expenditures  had  been  $428.45,  leaving  a 
balance  in  bank  of  $1,121.13. 

The  LiBKARiA2^  reported  that  constant  additions  to  the 
library  were  being  received,  and  that  the  rooms  were  daily 
visited  by  numbers  of  persons  seeking  the  information  to  be 
found  among  the  Society's  collections. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  that  the  Society's 
work  was  much  hampered  by  the  lack  of  suitable  rooms. 
Kegarding  the  prospect  of  a  new  building,  they  could  only 
report  '*  progress." 

The  Committee  on  Library  reported  that  since  the  an- 
nual meeting  in  January  last,  317  pamphlets  and  172  bouncl 
volumes  had  been  added  to  the  library.  Of  the  bound 
volumes,  83  were  the  gift  of  Daniel  Dodd,  Esij.,  of  Now- 
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ark.      Some  valuable  mannsoript   had  been   receiyed  from 
Mr.  W.  Johnson,  of  Trenton. 


The  Committee  on  Colonial  and  Revolutionaky 
Documents  reported  that  Volume  XVII  of  the  New  Jersey 
Archiyes  had  been  issued,  edited  by  Judge  Ricord.  Volume 
XI,  consisting  of  newspaper  extracts,  was  still  going  through 
the  press,  under  the  editorship  of  William  Nelson,  a  member 
of  the  committee. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  that  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society  for  May,  1891,  were  printed  and 
would  be  ready  for  distribution  in  a  few  days. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  in  fayor  of 
the  following  gentlemen,  and  a  ballot  being  taken  they  were 
elected,  and  subsequently  accepted  election  as 

Resident   Members. 

John  R.  Haedin,  ....        Newark 

George  R.  Howe,        ....     East  Orange 
Lewis  H.  Stevens,  .         .        .     Cape  May  City 

Dr.  Sidney  B.  Straley,     .       *.        .        Huntsville 

The  Special  Committee  on  Centennial  Medal  re- 
ported through  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Niles,  by  submitting  for 
the  inspection  of  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Society 
present,  the  die  and  two  specimens  of  the  medal,  one  in 
silver  and  one  in  bronze.  They  were  greatly  admired  as  of 
the  most  exquisite  workmanship,  and  Mr.  Niles  was  warmly 
complimented  on  the  success  which  had  crowned  his  efforts 
to  secure  the  production  of  a  medal  which  would  be  credita- 
ble to  the  Society.  He  stated  that  the  die  would  cost  about 
$600,  which  he  hoped  to  raise  by  private  subscription,  in 
order  that  it  might  be  presented  to  the  Society  free  of  cost. 
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The  silyer  medals  could  be  produced  for  about  $7,  and  the 
bronze  for  $2. 


The  Special  Committee  appointed  in  relation  to  a  monu- 
ment to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Monckton,  of  the  Koyal  Grena- 
diers, who  was  killed  at  the  Battle  of  Monmouth,  reported 
that  a  substantial  monument  had  been  placed  over  the  grave 
by  an  American  admirer  of  the  gallantry  of  the  British  officer, 
so  there  was  nothing  left  for  the  Committee  or  the  Society 
to  do  in  the  matter. 

[In  the  "  Elistorical  Collections  of  New  Jersey,"  published 
in  1845,  it  was  stated  that  no  monument  marked  the  grave 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Monckton.  This  probably  inspired 
William  K.  Wilson,  a  Scotch  schoolmaster  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, to  erect  a  plain  board,  painted  red,  with  this  inscrip- 
tion in  black  letters: 


HIC    JACET 

Col.   Monkton. 

KILLED  28.  June 

1778. 

w.  R.  w. 

This  board  was  standing,  though  much  weather-worn,  \u 
1850,  when  it  was  sketched  by  Benson  J.  Lossing,  and  de- 
picted in  his  ''Field  Book  of  the  Revolution."  In  tlu^  year 
1888,  Mr.  Samuel  Freyer,  of  Ilightstown,  erected  a  marble 
slab  at  the  grave,  which  is  thus  inscribed: 
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Hic  Jacet 

LT.-COL.    HENRY    MONCKTON 

WHO  ON  THE  PLAIN 

OF   MONMOUTH   JUNE   28,    1778 

Sealed  with  his  life  his 

DUTY  TO  HIS  King  &  Country. 

Courage  is  on  all  hands 

considered  as  an  essential 

of  high  character. 


This  monument  was  erected 

by  samuel  freyer  whose 

father  a  subject  of 

great  britain  sleeps 

in  an  unknown  grave.  ] 

An  amendment  to  the  By-Laws  having  been  proposed  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  to  change  the  time  of  hold- 
ing the  annual  meeting,  for  the  election  of  officers,  to  the 
May  meeting  at  Newark,  instead  of  the  January  meeting  at 
Trenton,  was  brought  up  for  action.  A  long  discussion  fol- 
lowed, participated  in  by  a  large  number  of  gentlemen,  after 
which  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Whitehead,  of  Morristown,  Mrs. 
Julia  Keese  Oolles,  of  that  town,  was  invited  to  read  a  paper 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society,  on  ''  The  Authors  Asso- 
ciated with  Newark." 

The  thanks  of  the  Society  were  tendered  to  St.  John's 
Lodge,  for  the  use  of  its  rooms  to-day,  after  which  the  So- 
ciety adjourned. 
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IRecroIogical  IReport 


John  Dawson  Gilmary  Shea,  an  Honorary  Member  of  this 
Society,  having  been  elected  in  1865,  when  a  resident  of  New 
York,  died  at  his  home  at  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  February  22, 1892. 
He  was  born  i n  New  Y  ork  City,  July  22, 1 824,  the  son  of  James 
Shea,  Principal  of  Columbia  College  Preparatory  School.  He 
entered  a  merchant's  ofiice  when  thirteen,  where  he  learned 
Spanish.  In  1846  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  But  his  bent 
was  toward  historical  literature,  and  to  that  he  devoted  all 
his  life.  His  works  related  mainly  to  the  early  exj)lorations 
of  the  country,  the  labors  of  the  Jesuit  Fathers  among  the 
Indians,  American  linguistics,  and  the  Catholic  Church  in 
America.  He  edited  the  "  Historical  Magazine,''  1858-66, 
and  the  '^  Catholic  News,"  1888-92.  He  was  an  honorary 
member  of  most  of  the  historical  societies  in  America,  and 
of  many  in  Europe.  Few  men  have  done  more  for  Ameri- 
can history  than  Dr.  Shea. 

George  Henry  Moore,  LL.D.,  Superintendent  of  the  Lenox 
Library,  and  an  honorary  member  of  this  Society  since  1871, 
died  in  New  York,  May  5,  1892.  He  was  born  at  Concord, 
N.  H.,  April  20,  1823,  studied  at  Dartmouth,  and  graduated 
at  the  University  of  Kew  York  in  1845.  He  was  already 
Assistant  Librarian  ot  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  and 
after  graduation  was  appointed  Librarian, which  position  bad 
been  previously  held  by  his  father.  He  continued  in  the  service 
of  that  society  until  1872,  when  he  was  selected  to  be  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Lenox  Library,  and  upon  him  fell  the  task  of 
organizing  that  great  institution.  He  was  widely  known  as 
a  writer  on  historical  subjects,  his  besi:  known  work  being 
''  The  Treason  of  Charles  Lee."  He  did  a  great  deal  for  the 
cause  of  American  history  in  general.  He  was  a  caustic 
critic,  but  always  ready  to  help  others  in  their  researches. 
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Mutwm  torn  tfte  (Smxt^v^n&ma 

Laid  Before  the  Society,  May  19,  1892. 


I. 

The  First  Pottery  in  New  Jersey. 

West  Chester,  Pa.,  March  10,  1892. 

Secretary  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  : 

Dear  Sir— I  am  anxious  to  ascertain  whether  any  pieces  of  the  white 
ware  that  was  made  by  Dr.  Daniel  Coxe  at  Burlington  about  1688  are 
still  in  existence.  I  am  preparing  a  history  of  the  pottery  industry  in 
the  United  States,  and  would  like  to  learn  something  about  this  first 
ware  made  in  this  country.  We  know  that  such  ware  was  made  at  that 
early  period  and  sent  largely  to  Jamaica  and  Barbadoes.  Are  there  any 
identified  or  fully  authenticated  examples  in  any  of  the  public  or  private 
collections  that  are  known?  If  you  can  furnisli  any  further  information 
on  this  subject  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  get  it. 

Respectfully  yours, 

EDWIN  A.  BARBER. 


Paterson,  N.  J.,  April  2,  1892. 

Dear  Sir — I  am  now  prepared  to  reply  somewhat  fully  to  your  in- 
quiry of  March  10,  in  relation  to  the  white  ware  made  by  Dr.  Daniel 
Coxe,  at  Burlington,  about  1688. 

Mr.  John  Hart  Brewer  writes  me  as  follows  :  *'I  do  not  think  it  will 
be  possible  for  Mr.  Barber  to  get  a  piece  of  the  white  ware  referred  to.  I 
never  saw  a  piece  of  it.  If  I  could  get  a  piece  I  would  like  to  have  it  for 
ray  own  collection." 

Mr.  John  D.  McCormick,  editor  of  the  "American  Potters' Journal," 
Trenton,  writes  me:  "  I  would  say  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  dis- 
cover that  there  is  a  single  piece  of  that  ware  in  existence  anywhere." 
Mr.  McCormick  has  also  sent  me  a  copy  of  his  "  Journal"  of  September 
1,  1838,  containing  a  three-column  article  on  Dr.  Coxe's  pottery,  in 
which  he  quotes  from  a  letter  of  Dr.  Coxe's  in  1688,  as  follows:     "I 
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have  erected  a  pottery  at  Burlington  for  white  and  Chiney  ware,  a  great 
quantity  of  ye  value  of  £1200  have  been  already  made  and  vended  in  ye 
country  neighbor  Colonies  and  ye  Islands  of  Barbadoes  and  Jainaica 
where  they  are  in  great  request.  I  have  two  houses  and  kilns  with  all 
necessary  implement  diverse  workmen,  and  other  serv'ts.  Have  ex- 
pended thereon  about  £3000."  Quoted  from  the  Rawlinson  Manu- 
scripts, Bodleian  Library,  England. 

Regretting  that  I  have  not  been  more  successful  in  answering  your 
inquiry,  I  remain, 

Yours  very  truly, 

WILLIAM  NELSON. 


TrexNTON,  April  1,  1892. 
Mr.  William  Nelson: 

My  Dear  Sir— I  take  pleasure  in  enclosing  to  you  the  slip  from  "Pot- 
ters'Journal,"  in  reference  to  the  early  pottery.  Regarding  the  same, 
there  is  one  fact  to  be  noticed,  that  is,  we  do  not  know  with  any  degree 
of  certainty  exactly  where  this  clay  works  stood. 

The  term  Burlington  was  generic  and  took  in  all  the  country  from 
about  Trenton  to  Salem,  because  the  old  Court  Book  had  "  Ye  ffalls  of 
ye  DeLaWare  "  in  its  liberties,  precincts  and  jurisdictions.  It  may  be 
argued  that  the  pottery  was  at  or  near  Trenton,  on  local  clay  beds,  rea- 
soning from  a  geological  standpoint,  which  is  backed  by  Dr.  Coxe's 
papers  where  I  think  he  speaks  of  good  clay  beds  near  his  pottery. 

On  the  other  hand  Winn  says  he  can  find  "noe  Clay  in  the  Countrey," 
which  would  be  probably  the  case  in  the  light  silicious  soil  in  the  vicinity 
of  Burlington.  And  it  may  be  Winn  did  not  want  to  find  clay  because  he 
wanted  to  tire  out  Budd  and  get  control  of  the  works.  "All  of  which 
is  respectfully  submitted  and  further  deponent  sayeth  not " — lor  the 
good  and  sufficient  reason  that  he  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

But  I  do  trust  that  light  will  be  cast  on  the  matter  and  that  some  day 
we  will  know  just  where  Jersey's  first  pottery  was  located. 

With  regards, 

FRANCIS  W.  iA'A'.. 

Following  is  Mr.  Lee's  commuiiiciition  m  the  *'  American 
Potters' Journal,"  giving  the  extract  from  the  Coart  records: 

In  the  examination  of  a  court  ])ook  in  and  for  lUirlington  Jurisdic- 
tion, I  find  in  the  records  of  a  Court  of  Sessions  (12  ni.  20-22  days),  in 
the  year  1685,  a  suit  brought  in  the  matter  ol"  the  rMirliuixloii  pottery,  to 
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which  allusions  have  been  made  in  the  columns  of  the  "Journal.  For 
the  benefit  of  the  student  of  the  historical  developnfient  of  the  American 
pottery  industry,  1  quote  the  entire  entry,  inasmuch  as  it  demonstrates 
several  interesting  facts,  among  M^hich  are  that  the  pottery  was  in  opera- 
tion as  early  as  1685;  that  an  Edward  Randall  was  a  manager,  and  it 
gives  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  in  relation  to  this  matter. 

James  Budd,  plaint. 
Edw.  Randall,  def. 
Ace'  on  debt. 

The  Jury 

Robert  Stacy, 
Jonathan  Wood, 
John  Bunting, 
John  Horner, 
Bernard  Devinish, 
Wm.  Evans, 
Rob.  Styles, 
John  Boarton, 
Nathaniel  West, 
John  Browne, 
Richard  Heritage, 
John  Hollingshead. 

"  The  deed  or  Indenture  of  agreem't  betweene  Plain't  &  deft  Read  & 
proved,  &  also  ye  bond  of  Two  Hundred  pounds  from  ye  deft  to  ye 
Plain't  for  P'forraance,  also  read  &  proved. 

"  Mary  Budd  Attested  sayth  that  shee  being  at  London  before  ye  Deft 
came  away  shee  was  told  by  an  honest  woman  there  who  had  some  con- 
cerne  amongst  ye  Potters  at  London  that  she  feared  ye  Pott  works  here 
would  come  to  nothing,  for  that  the  said  deft  Randall  &  ye  other  P'sons 
who  were  to  come  to  manage  ye  same  works  had  not  skill  to  P'fect  it. 

"  Wm.  Winn  Attested  sayth  that  hee  can  finde  noe  Clay  in  the  Coun- 
trey  that  will  make  white  ware ;  And  further  sayth  that  Edward  Ran- 
dall, the  deft,  is  as  good  a  workman  as  James  Budd  ye  plaint  can  finde 
in  England. 

"The  Jury  bring  in  this  determination  (vizt.)  wee  can  giye  noe  fynall 
determination  of  ye  matter  until  materialls  requisite  shall  come  from 
England  to  prove  ye  skill  of  ye  deft. 

"  Whereupon  the  Bench  order  that  the  said  Edward  Randall  recinde 
ye  Concerne  of  the  said  James  Budd  until  fitt  materialls  be  sent  for  from 
such  place  in  England  as  ye  said  Edward  Randall  shall  appoint." — 
American  Potters^  Journal,  Friday,  April  1,  1892. 
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II. 

The  Truth  of  History. 

Morris  TOWN,  N.  J.,  May  18,  1892. 
William  Nelson,  Esq.,  Corresponding  Secretary  New  Jersey  Historical 
Society  : 

Dear  Sir — Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a  statement  in  Prof. 
Piske's  "  Critical  Period  of  American  History,"  which  seems  to  do  great 
injustice  to  a  distinguished  Jersey  officer.  Mr.  Piske  says,  page  109: 
"  He  (General  Gates)  plotted  in  secret  with  oflScers  of  the-  staff  and 
others.  One  of  his  staff,  Major  Armstrong,  wrote  an  anonymous  appeal 
to  the  troops,  and  another,  Colonel  Barber,  caused  it  to  be  circulated 
about  the  camp."  If  by  "Colonel  Barber,"  the  distinguished  author 
meant  Col.  Francis  Barber,  and  f  can  discover  no  other  Colonel  Barber 
in  the  Continental  Army,  he  is  clearly  mistaken.*  This  appeal,  known 
as  the  Newburg  letter  or  address,  was  circulated  on  March  11,  and  called 
for  a  m3eting  the  next  day,  March  12.  Barber,  then  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Commandant  of  the  Third  New  Jersey  Battalion,  was  killed  while  acting 
as  officer  of  the  day  in  place  of  a  friend,  by  the  falling  of  a  tree  on  the  day 
on  which  the  Commander-in-Chief  intended  to  communicate  to  his  army 
the  news  that  peace  had  been  concluded.  "On  that  day,  many  of  the 
officers,  and  such  of  their  wives  as  were  in  camp,  were  invited  to  dine 
with  the  Commander-in-Chief  at  New  Windsor,  and  among  the  rest 
Colonel  Birber  and  his  wife."  (National  Portrait  Gallery  of  distin- 
guished Americans,  Vol.  II.)  You  have  in  your  possession  the  printed 
eulogy  on  Colonel  Barber's  life  and  character,  by  his  friend.  Dr.  Ebenezer 
Elmer,  dated  March  7,  1783,  which  states  that  his  death  occurred 
February  11. 

I  would  call  your  attention  to  another  statement  in  the  same  volume. 
The  author  says,  p.  68,  "  The  Senate  of  New  York,  in  direct  imitation  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  was  made  a  supreme  court  of  errors."  The  consti- 
tution of  New  York:,  adopted  in  1777,  Article  XXXIT.,  provides  for  a 
court  of  impeachments  and  correction  of  errors  to  consist  of  "The 
President  of  the  Senate  for  the  time  being,  and  the  Senators,  Chancellor 
and  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  the  major  part  of  them."  The 
statement  might  be  applied  with  greater  accuracy  to  New  Jersey,  wiioro 
the  Governor  and  Council  (the  Council  being  in  fact,  the  Senate)  were  to 
be  "  the  court  of  appeals  in  the  last  resort." 

Yours  respectfully, 

EDMUND   D.  IIALSKV. 

*  A  letter  received  by  Mr.  Italsey  from  Prof.  Fiske,  since  the  above  >N-a.s  writ 
ten,  states  that  the  Col.  Barber  referred  to  was  Major  (.and  by  courtesy  (\)/t>»u/> 
William  Barber,  of  Connecticut. 
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The  Early  Days  of  the  Newark  Academy 

\_Extracts  from  Old  Newspapers  gleaned  by   William  Nelson. '\ 


Wanted  immediately 

At  the  academy  at  Newark,  in  New- Jersey,  an  English 
school-master. — None  need  apply  but  a  person  who  can  bring 
ample  testimonials  of  his  being  capable  of  instructing  yonth, 
in  the  several  branches  of  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic, 
and  of  his  good  character. — Such  a  one  will  meet  with  good 
encouragement,  by  applying  to  William  Camp  or  Isaac  Long- 
worth  at  Newark. — N.  Y,  Journal  or  the  General  Advertiser, 
Thursday,  Nov.  24,  1774. 


The  following  verses  were  spoken  by  a  boy  at  tlie  opening 
of  the  Academy  at  Newark,  in  New- Jersey,  upon  tlie  fourth 
instant,  addressed  to  the  Gentlemen  concerned  in  building 
that  elegant  structure  : 

Amidst  the  ranks  who  try  by  different  ways, 

To  purchase  honours  or  to  merit  praise, 
The  God-Like  Man  how  rare  !  how  few  like  You 

Disinterested  paths  to  fame  pursue  ? 
You  who  lavish'd  sums  (the  fruits  of  peace) 

To  bless  the  present  and  succeeding  race  ! 
To  sing  your  praise  My  infant  muse  is  weak, 

But  what  She  cannot,  let  this  fabric  si)eak  ; 
Yet  deign  t'  accept  the  tribute  of  my  lay, 

For  thanks  is  all  a  poet  has  to  pay. 
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0  may  your  labours  with  success  be  crown'd 
And  Newaek  still  for  lit'rature  renown'd, 

So  shall  fair  science  bless  our  happy  land. 
And  in  fame's  roll,  your  names  immortal  stand. 

Newark,  6th  January,  1774.     [1775.] 

— NeiD   Yorlc  Journal  or   General  Advertiser,  Thursday, 
January  12,  1775.     No.  1671. 


Newark,  June  28. — On  Monday  the  25th  inst.  the 
Foundation  Stone  of  the  New  Academy,  to  be  erected  in  this 
town,  by  public  subscription,  was  laid  with  Masonic  rites  and 
ceremonies,  by  desire  of  the  Governors  of  the  Academy. 

A  vast  concourse  of  people  assembled  on  the  occasioi),  and 
after  the  ceremony  of  laying  the  stone,  attended  Divine  Wor- 
ship in  the  New  Presbyterian  Church,  where  the  Eev.  Uzal 
Ogden,  rector  of  trinity  church,  delivered  an  excellent  dis- 
course suitable  to  the  occasion,  from  Proverbs  xvi.  16  : 
''  How  much  better  is  it  to  get  wisdom  than  gold  ?  and  to  get 
understanding  rather  than  silver." 

A  handsome  collection  was  made  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Academy,  and  a  Hymn  adapted  to  the  occasion  was  sung. 

A  procession  w^as  then  formed  from  the  place  of  worship  to 
the  site  of  the  Academy,  where  the  corner  stone  was  laid  with 
Masonic  rites,  after  which  the  Master  of  St.  John's  Lodge 
addressed  the  President  and  Governors  of  the  Academy  of 
Newark. — 

To  which  the  Kev.  Mr.  Macwhorter  replied  : 

Master  &  Gentlemen  of  St.  JoJm's  Lodge,  No.  2,  in  the  State 
of  New-Jersey  : 
It  has  devolved  on  me,  by  the  absence  of  Mr.  Gouvernenr, 
President  of  the  board  of  Governors  of  the  Academy  in 
Newark,  to  make  some  reply  to  your  polite  address  upon  this 
important  occasion. 
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Gentlemen,  our  cordial  thanks  are  presented  to  you,  for 
the  generous  and  liberal  part  you  have  taken  in  the  encour- 
agement of  an  institution  designed  to  advance  the  interest  of 
the  rising  and  future  generations,  the  cause  of  science,  virtue, 
and  our  common  country. 

We  rejoice  with  you  that  a  public  spirit,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  reason  and  propriety,  prevails  in  this  town  ;  and  that 
honest  industry  and  domestic  economy  exhibit  their  effects 
to  the  advantage  of  the  community,  and  we  hope,  will  to  the 
felicity  of  posterity. 

May  this  Academy  rise  and  flourish,  and  the  issues  of  it 
embalm  the  memories  of  its  founders,  and  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  ancient  Masonic  Order  for  many  generations. 

Allow  gloomy  events  to  darken  the  historic  page  ;  but,  let 
every  vestige  of  the  late  unhappy  and  unnatural  war  be 
blotted  from  the  noble  minds  of  generous  Americans,  as  this 
erection  is  to  cover  its  last  traces  in  this  town. 

May  this  edifice  be  an  oblivion  of  martial  animosities,  and 
the  great  altar  of  peace,  unanimity  and  love  among  brothers. 

The  Governors  of  this  Academy,  honored  by  the  trust  re- 
posed in  them,  will  faithfully  endeavor,  under  the  auspices 
of  beneficent  Heaven,  to  promote  useful  learning,  and  se- 
cure good  morals  in  this  institution  ;  and  diffuse  far  and 
wide  the  beams  of  that  sun  of  liberty,  which  lias  arisen  in 
this  western  hemisphere,  and  already  begins  to  illumine 
eastern  climes. 

May  fraternal  affection  reign  in  all  breasts,  and  every  man 
be  a  brother  to  every  man  ;  and  the  Supreme  God  bless  every 
society,  instituted  for  the  felicity  of  nninkind,  and  render 
you,  gentlemen,  the  promoters  of  virtue,  and  literature  ; 
and  may  you  long  remain  the  glory  of  your  country,  and, 
at  last,  be  admitted  to  an  unchangeable  residence  in 
Mansions  and  Lodges,  not  made  vvith  hands,  eternal  in  the 
Heavens. 
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Inscription  on  the  Foundation  Stone. 

By  the  blessing  of  God, 

Under  the  auspicious  Government  of 

George  Washington, 

The  most  beloved  Father  of  his  Country, 

President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

(William  Patterson, 

Governor  of  New- Jersey,) 

The  Governors  of  the  Academy, 

(Amidst  the  acclamations 

Of  a  concourse  of  Free  Masons) 

Laid  the  foundation  Stone 

Of  this  Building, 

Dedicated  to  the  Patrons  of 

Literature  and  Free  Masonry, 

On  the  25th  day  of  June, 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1792, 

And  of  the  ^ra  of  Free  Masonry,  5792. 

— Gazette  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia,  Wednesday, 
July  4,  1792.     No.  332. 


Newark  Academy. 

At  the  examination  of  the  scholars  of  this  institution  the 
I8th  ultimo,  before  the  trustees  and  the  gentlemen  of  the 
town  who  attended  on  the  occasion,  the  greatest  approbation 
was  expressed  of  the  proficiency  of  the  students,  in  the  classics 
taught  by  Mr.  Finlay,  in  the  French  language  and  pronun- 
ciation of  the  pupils  under  Mr.  Poal,  and  in  the  mathematics, 
navigation  and  geography,  instructed  by  Mr.  Beard. 

The  flourishing  condition  of  this  academy,  which  have 
annually  increased  since  its  restitution,  may  be  considered  as 
the  justest  encomium  on  the  abilities  and  attention  of  the 
respective  teachers. 

The  situation  of  the  town  of  Newark  is  highly  favorable 
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as  a  place  for  education,  it  being  remarkably  healthy  and  suf- 
ficiently contiguous,  without  being  too  accessible  to  the  city 
of  New- York.  Parents  may  hear  from  and  communicate 
with  their  children,  daily,  throughout  the  year.  Every  use- 
ful and  polite  branch  of  education  incidental  to  an  academy, 
can  in  this  seminary  be  pursued  ;  and  particularly  the  Greek 
and  Latin  languages,  the  French  and  Spanish  tongues,  Mathe- 
matics, Surveying,  navigation,  Geography,  the  elementary 
principles  of  Astronomy,  Italian  Book-keeping,  Arithmetic, 
writing,  English  grammar  and  reading. — In  short,  every 
branch  requisite  to  accomplish  a  young  gentleman  in  the  use- 
ful and  agreealle,  may  be  obtained  in  this  town  at  a  moder- 
ate expense,  and  plain  and  genteel  boarding  may  be  had  at 
reasonable  rates. 

The  spring  vacations  will  expire  on  Saturday  the  10th  inst. 
and  the  studies  of  the  summer  session  will  commence  on  the 
Monday  following.  Parents  and  guardians  who  may  be  dis- 
posed to  send  their  children  and  youths  under  their  care 
to  this  academy  for  instruction,  may  rely  on  every  atten- 
tion being  paid  to  their  education  and  morals. 

Alex.  MacWhorter, 
President  of  the  board  of  Trustees. 

— The  Spectator,  New  York,  Saturday,  May  10,  1800.  No. 
274. 


Newark   Academy. 

Wanted,  by  the  10th  of  next  month,  a  Gentleman  to  teach 
the  use  of  the  Globes  and  the  Mathematics. 

Alex.    Macwhorter, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
—The  Spectator,  New  York,  Jan.  20,  1802.    No.  455. 


Died  at  Elizabeth-Town,  N.  J.  on  Monday  night  [July 
20th,  1807]  the  Eev.  Dr.  Alexander  M'Wliorter,  of  Newark, 
N.  J.— A.  Y.  Spectator,  July  25,  1807. 
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A  CHARACTER  SKETCH 
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Read  at  a  Regular  Meeting  of  the  Society^  at  New 
ark,    May  19,  1892. 


ABRAHAM  COLES. 

A   CHARACTER   SKETCH. 

I  do  not  know  how  many  of  my  audience  can  call  to 
mind  the  appearance  of  the  man  of  whom  I  am  expected  to 
say  a  few  words  on  this  occasion.  Very  few,  1  dare  say, 
remember  him  as  a  young  man ;  some,  doubtless,  could 
describe  him  in  the  full  vigor  of  life,  as  he  walked,  or  rode 
along  the  streets  of  the  city  in  which  we  are  now  assembled, 
while  to  none  of  us,  I  might  almost  say,  have  his  face  and 
form  been  familiar,  every-day-encountered  objects  during  th© 
last  ten  or  fifteen  years.  I  did  not  know  him  when  he  was  a 
youth,  but  I  am  sure  that  had  I  been  a  boy,  six  years  his 
junior,  and  his  companion  trudging  with  him  to  school  over 
the  lonesome  road  from  Scotch  Plains  to  Plainfield,  I  should, 
in  case  of  danger,  have  glanced  up  along  his  tall  form  into 
his  pleasant  grey  eyes,  overhung  by  dark  bushy  hair,  with  full 
assurance  that  he  would  protect  me  at  the  cost,  if  need  be,  of 
the  very  last  drop  of  his  blood.  I  should  have  felt  sure  that 
the  boy,  who  woald  not  suffer  another  boy  to  put  pins  into 
the  bodies  of  inoffensive  flies,  was  the  boy  to  shield  me  when 
danger  was  nigh.  He  was  a  very  tender-hearted  boy  ;  but  he 
possessed  a  courage  and  resolution  that  would  not  yield  as 
long  as  life  remained,  and  those  gentle  grey  eyes  would  send 
forth  fire,  at  the  sight  of  cruelty  or  wrong.  I  do  not  kuow 
what  his  companions  called  him  at  school,  but,  there,  some 
boys  enjoy  the  sobriquet  of  "  old,"  and  I  feel  almost  sure  that 
he  was  thus  distinguished,  not,  perhaps,  because  he  was  the 
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oldest  among  them  all,  but  because  of  his  gravity  and  love  of 
retirement.  He  was,  undoubtedly,  tall  for  his  age  ;  a  circum- 
stance, however,  which  does  not  always  tend  to  give  to  a  boy 
an  aversion  to  childish  sports.  It  was,  doubtless,  his  love  of 
study  and  his  growing  habits  of  thought,  and  vigorous  diges- 
tion of  everything  that  he  read  or  heard  that  inclined  him  to 
take  little  or  no  pleasure  in  the  sports  of  boyhood. 

It  is  not  wonderful  that  this  boy,  who  at  school,  as  we 
have  reason  to  believe,  was  regarded  almost  as  a  man,  should, 
at  the  age  of  seventeen,  become  a  schoolmaster  himself. 
Such  was  the  case ;  and  he  did  not  teach  in  Dr.  Bond's 
Academy,  at  Plamfield,  the  A.  B.  O.'s,  but  was  the  Professor 
of  Latin  and  Mathematics.  For  a  boy  who  had  so  neglected 
his  childish  sports,  it  would  have,  perhaps,  been  wiser  to 
send  him  to  college,  had  the  curriculum  of  our  modern  insti- 
tutions of  learning  been  then  in  vogue.  Why  his  father  de- 
cided otherwise,  can  not  be  said  with  certainty,  for  his  father 
was  a  man  of  abundant  means,  and  not  this  alone,  but  he  was 
a  man  of  great  culture  ;  a  man  skilled  in  mathematics,  a 
lover  of  polite  literature,  a  polished  speaker,  a  charming 
reader,  a  statesman,  and  the  editor  of  a  periodical ;  a  man 
who  could  appreciate  the  advantage  of  that  foundation  for 
the  studies  of  maturer  years  which  a  college  course  affords. 
The  college  curriculum  of  those  days  was  a  very  limited  one. 
It  was  a  curriculum  for  the  mind  and  not  for  the  feet.  The 
runner  sped  over  it,  not  to  find  himself,  when  he  had  reached 
the  goal,  a  man  polished  in  all  the  arts  and  sciences,  as  well 
as  an  Apollo,  an  Euryalus,  a  Hercules,  but  a  mere  tyro  in  the 
universe  of  knowledge,  with  the  implements  wherewith  to  dig 
and  build  and  beautify. 

The  student's  life  was  a  hard  and  dull  one  in  those  days, 
for  our  fathers  had  full  confidence  in  instinct,  in  the  natural 
inclination  of  youth  to  frisk  and  frolic,  in  their  God-given 
disposition  to  stretch  their  limbs  and  their  lungs,  rather  than 
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to  sigh  and  groan  over  Adam's  Latin  Grammar.  Theirs  were 
not  the  days  of  rapid  transit,  when  youthful  academicians, 
young  laborers  in  the  field  of  learning,  foot-sore,  and  aching 
in  all  their  bones  from  close  training  in  their  curriculum, 
could  be  comfortably  seated  and  carried  home  in  horse-cars, 
receiving  the  sympathies  of  aunts  and  grandmothers,  preserv- 
ing their  equilibrium  by  means  of  the  overhanging  stra})s. 

Young  Coles,  instead  of  going  to  college,  became  at 
seventeen  years  of  age,  a  professor  in  an  institution  that  pre- 
pared young  gentlemen  for  a  college  career,  such  as  the  youth 
of  that  day  ran.  That  he  was  successful  as  a  teacher  cannot 
be  doubted,  but  his  ambition  to  occupy  a  broader  field,  to 
come  in  contact  with  maturer  minds,  and  to  be  a  more  active 
participator  in  the  struggle  of  life  than  the  school  room 
afforded  an  opportunity  for,  doubtless,  determined  him  to 
enter  one  of  the  learned  professions.  What  young  man,  with 
a  mind  as  well  cultivated  as  it  can  be  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
and  with  the  great  store  of  experience  which,  in  his  estima- 
tion, that  age  of  freshness  brings,  and  with  the  ambition  to 
be  the  first  and  foremost  among  his  felloAvs,  does  not  look 
upon  the  rostrum  as  the  place  where  glory  dwells?  Both  the 
pulpit  and  the  bar-encircled  platform  have  almost  irresistible 
charms  for  even  the  most  modest  of  mankind.  Were  their 
witchery  confined  to  the  intellectual  and  the  cultured,  it 
would  be  well  enough  ;  but  alas,  what  assassinations  of  every- 
thing that  is  beautiful  in  thought  and  language,  what  distor- 
tions of  truth,  what  perversions  of  reason  and  ignoring  of 
common  sense,  have  these  irresistible  charms  achieved  ! 

One  of  the  most  modest  of  all  living  men,  young  Coles  (1 
cannot  call  him  Abraham,  for  there  was  a  dignity  about  him 
even  in  his  youthful  days  that  forbade  any  such  familiarity), 
young  Coles,  I  repeat,  the  most  modest  and  retiring  of  nioii. 
believing  that  the  sphere  in  which  he  could  be  most  useful  in 
the  world,  and  at  the  same  time  give  him  opportunities  for 
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study  and  mental  culture,  concluded  that  in  one  of  the  learned 
professions  he  would  find  his  proper  place.  What  were  the 
inducements,  or  what  was  the  impulse  that  moved  him  to 
select  the  law  for  his  profession  can  only  be  surmised.  Ob- 
serve, however,  his  sagacity  when  the  choice  of  his  profession 
had  been  made.  He  chose  for  his  instructor  a  man  who  had 
been  admitted  to  the  bar  ten  years  before  he,  young  Coles, 
was  born ;  a  man  who  possessed  legal  talents  of  so  high  an 
order  that  the  preceptor,  no  less  a  man  than  David  B.  Ogden 
took  him  into  partnership  while  he  was  yet  a  mere  student ; 
a  man  to  whom  we  are  mainly  indebted  for  the  Constitution 
of  our  State,  framed  in  1844  ;  a  man,  who,  for  fourteen  years 
occupied  the  high  position  of  Chief  Justice  of  New  Jersey — 
Joseph  C.  Horn  blower.  It  is  an  honor  to  this  society  that  so 
eminent  a  man  should  have  boen  its  first  president,  holding 
that  office  from  the  birth  of  the  society  in  1845,  to  the  day  of 
his  own  death  in  1864.  To  this  profound  jurist  was  it  that 
our  scholarly  young  professor  went  for  instruction  in  the  law  ; 
and  a  wonderfully  patient  man  was  this  young  professor.  I 
can  see  him  seated  at  his  table,  Blackstone  in  hand,  pouring 
over  the  '^Rights  of  Man,"  and  the  *'  Rights  of  Things,"  and 
"  Private  Wrongs,"  and  ^'  Public  Wrongs,"  and  all  the  details 
concerning  arrests  and  arraignment,  and  prosecution  and 
pleas,  and  trial  and  judgment,  and  red  tape  of  every  length 
and  width  and  shade,  without  the  smallest  scrap  of  landscape, 
without  a  single  flower  or  the  remotest  sign  of  nature,  with- 
out the  whistle  of  the  robin,  the  twitter  of  the  tinniest  bird, 
or  even  the  chirp  of  the  cricket. 

And  over  this  weary  work  sat  young  Coles,  who  was  born 
a  poet,  who  loved  the  woods  and  the  fields,  the  music  of  the 
brook  that  danced  and  sang  among  the  pebbles,  the  roar  of 
the  cataract  plunging  over  the  precipice,  the  flaming  tongues 
darting  from  the  tempest-tossed  skies.  He  loved  to  study 
nature  in  all  the  details,  in  all  the  intricacy  of  her  work. 
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There  was  for  him  interest,  nay,  poetry,  in  the  first  opening 
of  the  wings  of  a  butterfly.  He  was  awed  by  the  rapid  music 
of  the  interrupted  stream  from  the  galvanic  battery.  He 
found  beauty  in  the  structure  of  the  centipede.  The  spark 
from  the  steel-struck  flint,  the  turmoil  raised  by  the  slacken- 
ing lime  moved  his  enquiring  soul.  Could  such  a  man  be- 
come a  lawyer?  What  charms  had  Blackstone  or  Coke  upon 
Littleton  for  him  ?  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  laj'ing  down 
the  learned  works,  he  was  wont  to  open  his  Bible  and  turn  to 
the  Ten  Commandments  to  see  whether  this  fountain  of  law 
could  possibly  send  forth  such  obstructing  and  bemuddling 
torrents.  Eor  six  weary  months  he  struggled  between  his 
love  of  nature,  and  his  dislike  to  abandon  a  profession  which 
he  thought  he  could  heartily  embrace.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  concluded,  doubtless,  that  the  decalogue  contained  all 
the  law  which  he  could  master,  and  much  more  than  many 
persons  read  with  profit  either  to  themselves  or  others. 

It  is  reasonable  to  believe  that  haying  decided  upon 
the  abandonment  of  the  law  as  his  profession,  he  began  the 
study  of  himself,  with  a  view  to  determining  the  position  for 
which  his  tastes  and  inclinations  best  adapted  him,  and  in 
which  he  could  lead  a  useful  life.  That  he  was  a  lover  of 
everything  in  nature  and  art,  could  not  be  overlooked  in  this 
examination.  That  he  was  fond  of  the  natural  sciences,  must 
have  struck  him  with  considerable  force.  That  he  had  a 
tender  heart,  which  prompted  him  to  share  the  sorrows  ami 
burthens  of  his  fellows,  could  not  be  ignored  by  him,  and  that 
he  had  a  frame  and  constitution  that  would  enable  liini  to 
endure  great  labor  of  both  mind  and  body,  could  not  be  de- 
nied by  him. 

As  a  result  of  his  self-examination,  he  api)liod  himsoll" 
earnestly  to  the  study  of  medicine.  It  is  very  easy  to  believe 
that  our  neophyte  took  more  complacently  to  old  BvWs 
Anatomy  than  to  the  mortar  and  pestle,  an  implement,  how- 
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ever,  over  which  I  have  more  than  once  seen  him  at  work, 
and,  as  T  can  testify,  with  a  well  practiced  hand.  And  I 
might  here  observe,  that  whatever  Dr.  Coles  undertook  to  do, 
was  always  well  done,  aye,  thoroughly  well  done.  With  what 
others  did  for  him,  even  though  imperfectly,  he  was  no  fault- 
finder, but  with  his  own  work  he  seemed  to  be  never  satisfied, 
and  any  friendly  suggestion  as  to  how  it  might  be  improved, 
was  always  gratefully  accepted.  A  man  of  highest  scholarly 
attainment,  well  versed  in  ancient  and  modern  languages,  he 
could  not  pen  a  single  line  without  nicely  weighing  every 
word  and  scrutinizing  every  punctuation  mark.  I  have  seen 
him  knife  in  hand,  over  a  patient  in  the  operator's  chair,  with 
every  indication  upon  his  face  that  what  he  was  about  to  do 
would  be  well  done,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  seen  him 
pen  in  hand,  with  a  vocabulary  of  twenty  thousand  words  at 
the  end  of  his  tongue,  in  fear  of  failure  in  his  work  for  lack 
of  some  word  not  yet  added  to  his  vast  collection. 

But  I  am  departing  a  little  from  the  course  over  which  I 
intended  to  run.  The  doctor  has  not  yet  been  made  a  doctor, 
and  he  is  still  some  ways  off  as  a  writer. 

It  was  in  1835  that  he  was  graduated  from  Jefferson 
Medical  College  in  Philadelphia,  and  as  soon  thereafter  as  he 
could,  conveniently,  he  settled  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  It  was  a  small  town  at 
this  time,  with  a  population  of  less  than  twenty  thousand  ; 
but  having  doubled  its  population  during  the  next  five  years, 
and  in  anticipation  of  at  least  fifty  thousand  during  the  next 
five  years,  it  had  staked  out  its  broad  fields  and  orchards 
west  of  High  street,  and  in  other  directions,  into  building 
lots,  which  immediately  began,  and  continued,  to  sell  at  such 
frightful  prices  that  in  1840,  its  population  was  diminished 
to  about  seventeen  thousand.  It  was  in  an  office  on  Market 
street,  in  the  year  1836,  that  the  young  doctor  first  sat  down 
in  patient  readiness  for   casualities  and  diseases.     In  1842 
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he  married  Caroline  E.,  daughter  of  Johnathan  C.  and 
Marie  S.  Ackerman,  of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  and  in  that 
year  he  purchased  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  a  commodious  build- 
ing which  afforded  a  residence  as  well  as  ample  office  room 
throughout  his  long  practice  in.  the  city  and  elsewhere. 
Here  were  born  his  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter. 
His  wife,  whom  he  never  sought  to  replace  with  another, 
died  in  1845. 

The  business  of  any  beginner  in  any  of  the  pursuits  of 
life  is  expected  to  be  small,  but  the  day  of  small  things  with 
the  tradesman  or  the  manufacturer  may  be  much  abbreviated 
by  judicious  advertising.  Whatever  advantage,  however,  in 
this  direction,  may  be  obtained  through  the  newspaper,  the 
circular  or  the  bill-poster,  the  legitimate  member  of  a  learned 
profession  must  not  use  it.  Modesty  is  a  fundamental  rule  of 
the  medical  fraternity.  There  was  a  time  when  a  gold- 
headed  cane  in  hand  and  a  heavy  gold  seal  dangling  from  the 
watch-fob  of  the  doctor  was  not  forbidden,  and  I  am  not  sure 
that  it  is  forbidden  now,  but  even  these  quiet  advertisements 
of  the  profession  have  gradually  disappeared,  and,  in  the 
present  day,  rapid  transit  in  every  direction  has  robbed  the 
city  doctor  of  his  gig  and  saddle-bags.  Modesty,  is,  no  doubt, 
a  very  pretty  thing,  and  it  may  be  of  advantage  to  an  ordin- 
ary individual  in  keeping  him  out  of  trouble.  To  be  incul- 
cated and  demanded  in  every  individual  member  of  the  med- 
ical profession,  gives  to  the  quack  the  advantage  of  liaving 
fewer  competitors  for  the  millions  that  flow  from  the  purses 
which  he  opens  by  means  of  his  newspapers,  his  circulars,  his 
almanacs,  his  kodaks  and  his  picture  makers.  Does  this  en- 
forced modesty  promote  investigation  and  invention  ?  How 
is  a  regular  member  of  the  medical  profession  to  receive  any 
personal  benefit  from  a  great  discovery  at  which  lio  has 
arrived  after  months,  and  perhaps  years,  of  toilsome  experi- 
ment and  research?      ''How?"   repeats   his   Alma   Mater, 
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"  why,  by  publishing  it  to  the  world,  and  trusting  to  posterity 
to  erect  for  him  a  magnificent  tombstone. '' 

I  verily  believe  that  Dr.  Coles,  like  all  doctors,  good,  true 
and  faithful  to  their  Alma  Mater,  believed  in,  and  lived  up  to 
this  doctrine.  But  he  was  no  blind  zealot,  indisposed  to 
^^  prove  all  things,  and  hold  fast  to  that  which  is  good."  He 
was  a  liberal  minded  man,  and  I  am  sure  that,  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  he  would  have  considered  it  a  crime  to  re- 
ject what  he  knew  would  relieve  the  suffering  of  a  patient 
simply  because  it  was  a  nostrum.  In  this  kind  of  liberality, 
however,  he  stood  not  alone  among  his  confreres  of  Newark. 
He  made  no  special  class  of  disease  a  speciality,  and  I  do  not 
know  that  he  gave  more  attention  to  one  than  to  another.  T 
have  been  present  with  him  at  surgical  operations,  when  I 
thought  that  he  displayed  coolness  and  resolution  to  a  won- 
derful degree.  At  the  sick  bed,  he  exhibited  the  utmost 
tenderness  and  sympathy,  and  the  promptness  and  efficiency 
of  his  actions  indicated  a  quick  diagnosis  of  the  case  presented 
to  him,  as  well  as  a  full  appreciation  of  what  it  demanded. 
Dr.  Coles  soon  won  a  high  position  in  his  profession.  But 
he  was  a  general  practitioner,  and  to  such,  unfortunately, 
the  medical  profession  rarely  opens  a  way  to  greatness  or  re- 
nown, in  this  country,  at  least.  Here  there  are  no  titles  to  be 
conferred  upon  the  physician  who  judiciously  administers  a 
dose  of  salts  and  senna  to  some  royal  sufferer,  or  relieves  him 
of  a  consumptive-like  cough  by  successfully  lopping  off  his 
exaggerated  palate.  His  services  are  frequently  rendered 
without  the  smallest  hope  of  reward,  and  his  ambition,  if  he 
be  true  to  the  teachings  of  his  Alma  Mater,  and  to  the  dic- 
tates of  a  noble  heart,  must  be  in  imitation  of  the  Great  Phy- 
sician, to  go  about  doing  good,  and  to  lose  no  opportunity  to 
make  himself,  by  study  and  observation,  more  capable  of  bene- 
fitting his  fellow  creatures.  In  Dr.  Coles  we  find  an  example 
of  such  a  physician.     He  loved  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
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He  loved  to  witness  the  smile  of  joy  with  which  returning 
health  lighted  up  the  countenance  of  his  patient,  and  every 
word  that  fell  from  his  mouth  seemed  born  of  hope  and 
encouragement. 

Twelve  years  of  almost  unremitting  toil  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  brought  at  their  termination  a  desire  for 
rest,  as  well  as  for  a  change  of  scene  and  occupation.  The 
old  world  he  had  never  visited,  and  to  become  acquainted 
with  her  institutions,  and  especially  her  schools  of  medicine 
and  hospitals,  he  determined  upon. 

In  accordance  with  this  resolution,  he  left  Newark  on 
the  27th  of  February,  1848,  and  on  the  same  day  set  sail  from 
New  York  to  England  on  the  London  Packet  Ship,  Victoria, 
a  sailing  vessel  of  1,000  tons  burthen.  Of  this  voyage,  and  of 
his  journeying  through  England  and  France,  he  has  left  a 
very  interesting  journal.  It  is  filled  with  notes  concerning 
nautical  affairs,  and  gives  a  glimpse  of  his  enquiring  and 
methodical  mind,  as  well  as  an  indication  of  his  faculty  of 
gathering  and  arranging  knowledge,  so  that  it  could  be  read- 
ily imparted  to  others,  which  was  ever  one  of  his  higliest 
pleasures.  He  seems  to  have  been  by  nature,  an  instructor, 
and  was  throughout  life  constantly,  and,  at  times,  almost  un- 
consciously, giving  out  to  those  around  him  valuable  help 
and  enlargement  from  the  rich  stores  of  his  mind  and  heart. 
In  his  later  years,  he  was  never  more  happy  than  when  gently 
and  quietly  teaching  the  young  or  the  lowly,  who  came  into 
any  relations  with  him.  He  enjoyed  the  Socratic  method  of 
imparting  such  instructions,  and,  engaging  child,  laborer  or 
associate  in  easy  and  natural  conversation,  left  always  some 
valuable  fact,  some  new  thought  or  added  motives  for  progres- 
sion in  the  mind  of  his  companion. 

While  the  Journal  of  Dr.  Coles  abounds  in  interesting 
facts,  additionally  interesting  because  of  the  change  (hat  it 
marks   in    ways  of   travel,   in    manners  and    customs,    and 


90  ABEAHAM   COLES. 

while  it  affords,  not  only  subjects  for  thought,  but  val- 
uable information  concerning  the  countries  yisifced,  their 
people,  public  buildings,  modes  of  goyernment,  and  spirit 
of  advance,  giving  descriptions  of  scenery  picturesque 
and  exquisite,  its  most  valuable  element  must  be  to  us 
to-day,  and  to  all  who  loved  or  would  know  Dr.  Coles,  as  a 
man,  the  insight  which  it  gives  of  the  kindliness,  the  sensi- 
bility, the  delicate  humanity  of  his  soul  and  heart.  In  it  we 
see  that  his  traveling  companions  are  always  to  him  of  first 
importance.  He  dwells  upon  traits  of  character,  marks  sub- 
jects of  human  interest,  even  records  anecdotes  and  bits  of 
conversation  of  those  whose  associations  with  him  were  but  a 
few  days,  or  hours  even. 

He  was  in  Paris  during  those  stormy  days  of  May  and 
June,  1848,  which  gave  France,  in  the  first  place,  a  dictator 
in  the  person  of  General  Oavaignac,  and  afterwards  a  so- 
called  republican  constitution,  with  the  *'  Nephew  of  his 
Uncle  "  as  President  of  the  French  Eepublic,  and  expectant 
of  the  Empire  in  future.  With  a  vigorous  pen  he  describes 
the  bloody  scenes  of  which  he  was  an  eye-witness,  and  in 
which  we  might  almost  say  he  took  a  part.  Having  access,  as 
a  physician,  to  the  hospitals,  he  lost  no  opportunity  to  study 
the  hundreds  of  cases  presented  to  him,  and  thus  add  to  his 
already  great  experience  as  a  surgeon. 

On  returning  to  his  home.  Dr.  Coles  resumed  at  once  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  his  life  of  excitement  abroad  having 
increased,  if  possible,  rather  than  diminished  his  interest  in 
it.  This  enlarged  experience,  especially  in  surgery,  made 
greater  demands  than  ever  upon  his  time,  as  an  advisor  and 
as  an  operator,  and  it  finally  became  necessary  for  him  to 
seek  the  assistance  of  a  partner  in  his  labors. 

To  recount  his  achievements  as  a  physician  and  surgeon 
is  impossible,  for,  except  with  the  charlatan,  these  are  matters 
too  sacredly  private  to  be  published  to  the  world.     It  is  suffi- 
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cient  to  say  that  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  accom- 
plished practitioners  of  Newark,  enjoying  the  highest  respect 
of  his  brethern  in  the  profession,  and  of  his  fellow  citizens 
generally.  As  some  evidence  of  this,  he  was  for  twelve  years 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  City  of  Newark, 
and  in  1S66  was  President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  New 
Jersey.  Had  public  office  been  compatible  with  the  perform- 
ance of  his  professional  duties,  or  agreeable  to  his  taste,  lie 
could,  doubtless,  have  lived  in  it  as  long  as  an  honest  and  in- 
telligent man  could  be  the  people's  choice,  and  there  is  no 
position  in  life  in  which  he  could  not  have  acted  wisely  and 
beneficially,  from  the  teacher  of  the  infant  school  to  the  ruler 
of  the  State. 

Dr.  Coles  was  a  man  who  possessed  and  enjoyed  a  reli- 
gion founded  upon  the  teachings  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ments. It  was  a  religion  which  prevaded  all  the  recesses  of 
his  heart,  which  gave  a  temper  to  all  his  thoughts,  which  en- 
tered into  all  the  transactions  of  his  life,  a  religion  of  the 
soul,  a  religion  of  the  closet,  a  religion  which  he  cared  not 
whether  the  world  were  cognizant  of  or  not,  never  seeking  to 
thrust  it  upon  others,  or  to  display  it  as  a  beautiful,  well-fitting 
garment.  He  recognized  God  as  a  being  to  be  worshipped,  to 
be  loved  and  to  be  obeyed ;  and  he  accorded  to  his  neighbor 
the  same  love  that  he  had  for  himself.  He  was,  however,  a 
man  of  strong  convictions,  and  in  religious  matt-ers,  those 
convictions  were  the  result  of  a  thorough  investigation  by  u 
mind  well  equipped,  and  influenced  in  its  labors  only  by  a 
desire  to  find  out  the  truth.  I  venture  to  assert  that,  if  the 
faith  which  he  held  came  to  him  by  inheritance,  he,  notwitli- 
standing  the  injunction  in  reg*ard  to  a  gift,  would  have 
tested  well  its  value  before  accepting  and  treasuring  it  as  an 
heirloom  for  his  posterity.  He  was  a  Baptist,  and,  so  earnest 
and  thorough  a  student  of  the  Scriptures  as  lie  was,  reading 
them  in  the  languages  in  which  they  earliest  appoareil,  he 
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was  fully  able  to  give,  as  I  have  often  heard  him,  a  reason  for 
the  faith  that  was  in  him.  But  he  was  a  man  without  the 
smallest  taint  of  bigotry,  a  man  who  scrupulously  performed 
all  that  he  believed  the  law  required  of  him,  and  cursed  not 
the  fellow  being  who,  in  the  belief  that  the  law  required  less, 
conscientiously  acted  in  accordance  with  such  belief.  I  feel 
that  my  intimate  acquaintance  with  him,  extending  over  a 
period  of  nearly  half  a  century  warrants  the  assertion  that, 
with  all  the  deep  piety,  the  fervent  devotion  that  runs  through 
almost  every  line  of  his  writings,  he  was  not  only  without  the 
smallest  taint  of  bigotry,  but  that  he  was  not  a  strict,  an  exclu- 
sive sectarian,  nay,  that  he  was,  on  the  other  hand,  broad  and 
liberal  in  his  religious  views.  In  his  writings  we  find  no  ob- 
trusion of  especially  favored  dogmas,  no  disposition  whatever 
to  engage  in  religious  controversy.  His  religion  was  a  reli- 
gion, whereof  the  fruits  were  love,  charity,  peace.  In  his 
introduction  to  ''  The  Evangel,"  he  says  of  himself  : 

^'  The  author  has  sought  to  cast  down  and  tread  under 
foot  all  egotisms,  vanities  and  low  ambitions ;  and  if,  in  his 
weakness  and  unworthiness  he  has  done  anything  to  make 
the  adorable  Redeemer  the  object  of  a  warmer  love  and  a 
firmer  trust ;  to  draw  closer  the  bands  of  a  common  brother- 
hood in  an  undivided  fellowship  of  Christian  love  ;  to  make 
the  Bible  seem  a  dearer  and  diviner  book — its  pages  more 
luminous,  its  promises  more  precious,  the  heaven  it  reveals 
more  certain — he  would  prize  it  infinitely  more  than  the 
greatest  epic  success." 

It  is  not  surprising  that  a  being  so  filled  with  the  love  of 
God  ;  so  eager  to  keep  himself  in  closest  communion  with 
Him,  should  desire  to  provide  some  spot  where,  in  the  rapidly 
approaching  years  when  the  strong  limbs  should  no  longer  be 
able  to  render  service,  the  mind — that  better  part  of  Deity — 
might  spend  itself  in  songs  of  praise,  the  music  of  which,  while 
still  lingering  about  this  earthly  home,  should  reach  to,  and 
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find  echo  in  the  chorus  of  Heaven.  May  we  not  be  almost 
certain  that  this  was  the  dream  that  filled  his  soul  ?  What 
spot  more  appropriate  was  there  wherein,  to  God's  praise,  he 
might  breathe  forth  his  last  song,  than  the  spot  where  God 
breathed  into  him  his  earliest  breath  ?  There,  whence  his 
eyes  in  earliest  years,  had  been  lifted  up  to  the  starry  skies  in 
wonder,  he  wished  in  latest  years  to  lift  them  up  in  praise. 
He  wanted  the  old  treetops  that  sang  him  to  sleep  in  infancy, 
to  sing  him  to  sleep  once  more — on  earth  forevermore.  He 
wanted  thenceforth  nightly  to  kneel  at  the  old  bed  beside 
which  his  infant  lips  had  first  lisped  a  prayer. 

Could  anything  be  more  natural  than  that  he  should 
wish  to  spend  his  last  days  on  the  spot  which  had  given  him 
birth  ?  No.  Here,  then,  the  home  of  his  childhood,  should 
be  the  house  of  his  old  age,  and  this  home  should  also  be  a 
temple  wherein  to  sing  his  last  songs  in  God's  praise. 

It  was,  and  still  is,  a  beautiful  temple,  and  in  it  he  en- 
shrined all  that  he  could  gather  of  the  beautiful  and  en- 
nobling. In  the  form  of  books  and  paintings  and  statuary, 
he  placed  around  him  whatever  could  inspire  and  aid  him 
in  the  beautiful  work  to  which  his  remaining  years  were  to 
be  devoted. 

But  Dr.  Coles  did  not  retire  to  Scotch  Plains  in  order  to 
withdraw  at  once,  or  entirely  from  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, and  to  devote  himself  exclusively  to  a  literary  life. 
He  was  old  enough,  certainly,  lo  withdraw  somewhat  from 
the  more  fatiguing  labors  of  a  physician's  life,  and  this,  to 
some  extent  he  did.  While,  however,  he  was  engaged  in  re- 
building his  country  home  and  rearranging  and  embellishing 
the  grounds  about  it,  he  journeyed  daily  to  his  office  in  New- 
ark, and  attended  to  tlie  work  that  there  awaited  him.  This 
he  continued  to  do  for  some  years  until,  at  length,  he  yioKkHl 
his  practice  to  his  son,  and  settled  down  permunontly  in  his 
country  home.     But  even  then,  so  great  was  his  attacliment 
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to  his  profession^  and  so  ready  and  desirous  was  he  to  relieve 
suffering  wherever  he  knew  it  to  exist,  that  he  conld  not  turn 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  almost  daily  demands  for  his  advice  and 
helping  hand. 

It  was,  I  think,  in  1845  that  I  first  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Dr.  Coles.  His  reputation  as  a  physician  induced  me 
to  call  him  to  the  bed-side  of  my  sick  child.  We  were  not 
personally  acquainted,  but  when  he  entered  the  room  and 
found  me,  pen  in  hand,  upon  some  work  for  the  Revue  Fran- 
cais.  a  periodical  of  that  day,  he  seemed  for  a  moment,  to 
have  almost  forgotten  the  errand  that  brought  us  together. 
It  was  the  pen  in  my  hand  that  charmed  him,  so  closely  did 
it  seem  concerned  with  the  French  books  and  magazines  that 
lay  upon  the  table.  One  of  these  was  in  his  hands  a  moment 
after  he  had  prescribed  for  the  child,  and  a  question  from 
him  as  to  the  work  I  was  upon,  led  to  a  conversation  which 
disclosed  to  me  his  fondness  for  the  study  of  languages,  as  well 
as  the  acquisitions  he  had  already  made.  Just  then  he  was 
not  giving  much  of  his  time  to  literary  work.  His  practice 
would  not  admit  of  it.  But  as  our  acquaintance  ripened  into 
friendship,  I  discovered  that  he  was  a  suitor  of  the  muse,  and 
that  the  few  songs  that  he  had  written  disclosed  a  courtship 
thus  far  very  successfully  conducted.  These  songs  he  rarely 
failed  to  read  to  me,  always  with  the  request  that  I  would 
freely  criticise  them.  But,  as  there  was  never  a  word  or  a  line 
in  them  against  which  I  could  raise  the  smallest  objection,  he 
would,  when  he  entertained  the  least  doubt  as  to  the  exact 
fitness  of  a  word,  or  as  to  its  proper  position  in  the  line,  or  as 
to  its  rhythmic  effect,  he  would,  I  say,  in  his  peculiarly 'quiet, 
hesitating  way,  call  my  attention  to  it,  reading  the  line  over 
and  over  again,  substituting  one  word  after  another  for  that 
which  he  had  written,  and,  still  arriving  at  no  decision,  leave 
me,  the  word  and  the  line  continually  running  through  his 
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mind  as  he  hurried  homeward  through   the  street,  uncon- 
scious of  everything  around  him. 

This  great  fastidiousness  was,  doubtless,  to  him  a  serious 
obstacle  in  writing.  As  I  have  already  intimated,  he  possessed 
a  wonderful  vocabulary,  to  which  his  knowledge  of  other  lan- 
guages enabled  him  to  make  additions  of  his  own  creation. 
Rarely  did  the  right  word — the  very  word  which  he  ought  to 
use — fail  to  present  itself  at  first,  but,  if  an  important  word, 
it  must  be  subjected  to  a  thorough  examination.  It  must 
convey  all  that  he  wanted  to  say,  and  nothing  more.  It  must 
harmonize  with  all  its  companions.  But  even  when  all  these 
conditions  were  complied  with,  he  would  still  take  time  to  rend- 
er judgment,  and  the  distrusted  word  must  stand,  perhaps, 
for  days,  like  a  culprit,  awaiting  sentence.  On  one  occasion, 
as  I  was  told  by  his  printer,  he  kept  the  press  idle  for  nearly 
half  a  day,  on  account  of  his  indecision  as  to  a  choice  between 
two  words,  one  or  the  other  of  which  he  must  necessarily  use. 
In  matters  of  this  kind  he  was  a  man  of  unwearied  patience, 
and  of  nicest  discrimination. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  to  this  excessively  nice 
use  of  words  we  are  greatly  indebted  for  those  eighteen  trans- 
lations of  ^'^Dies  Irae,"  with  which  Dr.  Coles  astonished  the 
literary  world.  Had  he  done  nothing  more,  these  would  have 
given  him  immortality.  You  all  know  that  this  hymn  was 
originally  written  in  the  Latin  of  the  13th  century,  although 
some  claim  it  to  have  been  written  at  a  prior  and  others  at  a 
later  period.  It  is  not  a  hymn  of  praise  and  joy,  but  a  terri- 
ble description  of  that  great  last  day  when  all  human  beings 
shall  be  brought  to  their  final  account,  and  it  paints  in  vivid 
colors  the  anguish  of  the  self-condemned  sinner,  and  recites 
his  piteous  appeals  for  mercy.  It  is  a  picture  that  one  can 
look  at  only  with  profoundest  awe.  Dr.  Coles  approached  it 
as  a  physician,  an  artist  and  a  philosopher.  There  was  medi- 
cine in  it  for   the   sick,  there  were   studies   of   lights   and 
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shadows  in  it  for  the  artist,  and  there  was  a  moral  in  it  for 
the  philosopher.  By  this  poem,  so  like  a  horrid  dream,  Dr. 
Coles  seemed  to  be  fascinated.  He  pronounces  it  a  master- 
piece of  Latin  hymns.  ^^It  is,"  says  he,  ^^  instinct  with 
music.  It  sings  itself.  The  grandeur  of  its  rhythm,  and 
the  assonance  and  chime  of  its  fit  and  powerful  words  are, 
eyen  in  the  ears  of  those  unacquainted  with  the  Latin  lan- 
guage, suggestive  of  the  richest  and  mightiest  harmonies." 

It  was,  then,  with  this  high  estimate  of  the  hymn  that 
he  sat  down    to  reproduce  it  in    a  language,   wherein    the 
terseness  and  vigor  of  the  Latin  find  little  wherewith  to  be 
compared.     What  a  task  w^as  this  to  which  he  had  seated  him- 
self !     It  were  easier  far  to  dispossess  his  memory  of  all  the 
words  and  all  the  music  of  this  '^cry  de  profundis,^^  as  he 
calls  it,  and  from  his  own  imagination  create  a  wretch  in  all 
the  agony  which  this  hymn  describes,  but  this  was  not  what 
he  desired,  and  he  was  not  the  man  to  look  back  when  he  had 
once  laid  his  hand  upon  the  plough.     His  wish  and  purpose 
were  to  place  by  the  side  of  this  wonderful  Latin  hymn  its 
counterpart  in  English .     Did  he  accomplish  the  task  which 
he  undertook  ?     In  my  opinion,  his  first  efi^ort  was  a  complete 
success,  but  to  this  first  version  he  added  the  other  seventeen. 
Truly  a  work  unparalleled  !     And  what  was  the  motive  ?     I 
have  read  and  carefully  compared  these  various  versions  in 
order  to  solve,  if  possible,  the  riddle,  but  it  would  be  too 
great  a  tax  upon  your  time  to  take  you  with  me  through  this 
examination,  and  I  must  sum  up  the  whole  matter  by  saying 
that  those  great  labors  were  labors  of  love,  performed  at  the 
suggestion  of  his  own  critical  mind  that  he  had  not  done  full 
justice  to  the  poem  which  to  him  bore,  as  we  are  tempted  to 
believe,  the  impress  of  divine  inspiration. 

His  '^Dieslrae"  originally  appeared  in  the  Newark 
Daily  Advertiser,  in  1847.  This  was  the  first  version.  It 
attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention,  and  was  copied  in  various 
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journals  throughout  the  country.  In  1859  this  version  ac- 
companied by  other  twelve  which  he  had  in  the  meantime 
written,  were  collected  in  a  volume,  with  an  introduction,  as 
well  as  a  history  of  the  hymn.  In  1865  he  published  in  book 
form  his  first  translation  of  the  *'  Stabat  Mater  Dolorosa ; 
in  1866  his  **01d  Gems  in  New  Settings,"  and  in  1867,  his 
version  of  '' Stabat  Mater  Speciosa." 

In  1866,  as  President  of  the  New  Jersey  State  Medical 
Society,  he  read  at  its  centennial  meeting,  a  poem  entitled 
'^  The  Microcosm  "  which  was  first  printed  in  the  proceedings 
of  that  Society.  In  1881,  this  poem  appeared  with  *'  The 
New  Year,"  together  with  a  collection  of  *' National  Lyrics,'* 
^' Poems  of  Friendship"  and  '^  Miscellaneous  Poems"  con- 
taining three  new  versions  of  ^^Dies  Irae,"  and  making  a 
volume  of  more  than  350  pages.  In  1878,  a  poem  entitled  ^'The 
Evangel,"  made  its  appearance  ina  volume  of  nearly  400  pages. 
This  formed  the  first  part  of  a  work  bearing  the  general  title  of 
''The  Life  and  Teachings  of  Our  Lord."  The  second  part 
entitled  '-The  Light  of  the  World,"  and  of  about  equal 
length,  appeared  in  1884.  In  1888  he  put  forth  another 
volume  of  more  than 350  pages,  entitled  ''A  New  Rendering 
of  the  Hebrew  Psalms  into  English  Verse."  These  Psalms 
are  accompanied  by  an  introduction  together  with  notes  cover- 
ing more  than  fifty  pages,  and  of  great  interest  and  value. 

The  above  list  gives  but  a  meagre  idea  of  the  work  per- 
formed by  Dr.  Coles,'  but  behold  it,  and  bear  in  mind  that 
the  most  of  this  labor  was  performed  by  a  man  in  the  active 
exercise  of  his  profession  ;  by  a  man  whose  services  were  con  - 
stantly  in  demand  ;  by  a  laborer  whose  hours  of  toil  were  not 
prescribed  by  any  organization  of  his  fellow  laborers ;  who 
knew  not  from  one  moment  to  another  wliere  he  would  thul 
himself,  or  what  might  be  the  work  before  him.  I  say  the 
most  of  his  labor  was  performed  under  such  circumstances, 
and  for  a  great  and  a  very  important  part  of  it.  we  are  indobt 
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ed  to  this  untiring  workman  after  he  had  passed  his  three 
score  years  and  ten. 

liiterary  labors  like  these  could  hardly  fail  to  attract  the 
attention  of  learned  institutions,  which  are,  and  for  the  sake 
of  learning,  ought  to  be  ever  upon  the  alert  to  recognize  them. 
Kutgers  College  was  the  first  to  pronounce  him  a  Master  of 
Arts  ;  Lewisberg  University  saw  in  him  a  Doctor  of  Philoso- 
phy, and  the  College  of  New  Jersey  proclaimed  him  a  Doctor 
of  Laws.  His  name  graces  the  records  of  these  institutions 
no  less  than  their  titles  grace  his  name. 

I  loved  the  man.  He  was  to  me  as  an  elder  brother. 
We  often  ^'held  sweet  counsel  together,"  and  to  one  another 
our  inmost  thoughts  were  frankly  spoken.  No  one  could  be 
a  warmer,  a  more  tender,  a  more  sympathizing  friend.  Pre- 
tense to  him  was  an  impossibility.  He  was  the  soul  of  truth 
and  honor.  We  might  search  history  through  and  rarely  find 
a  more  beautiful  character,  an  example  more  worthy  of  imi- 
tation. How  often  as  I  have  proceeded,  page  by  page,  in 
writing  this  brief  sketch,  has  he  appeared  to  me  in  some  one 
or  other  of  his  pleasing  and  characteristic  moods ;  the 
strongly  framed  and  well-shaped  man,  modestly,  nay,  almost 
timidly,  crossing  the  threshhold  of  my  door ;  the  man  of 
unaffected  courtesy,  approaching  with  a  smiling  face,  and 
with  hand  extended,  not  protrusively  yet  cordially  receiving 
mine  ;  with  a  quietly  spoken  :  ''^How  d'you  do  ?  How's  the 
little  one?"  and  with  a  compression  of  lips  ready  to  break 
open  with  gladness  on  hearing  the  reply  :  ^^  Better,  doctor, 
but  always  crying  for  you,"  and  then  his  ^'poor  little  fellow, 
we  must  get  him  well  again,"  so  gently,  almost  sadly  spoken, 
as  he  walks  to  the  door  of  the  sick  chamber,  and  then  his 
"  By  by  !  Oh,  yes,  I'll  take  you  a  riding  in  my  carriage  when 
you  get  well"  which  I  hear  him  say,  to  the  little  one  as  the 
door  opens  on  returning  from  the  sick  room.  ^'Oh  good 
man ;     Oh  good,  Oh  great  physician,"  I  whisper  to  myself^ 


ABRAHAM   COLES.  99 

as  he  approaches  me,  his  face  all  wreathed  with  smiles,  and 
clearly  announcing  that  the  child  is  hetter ;  then  suddenly 
halting  on  his  way  to  the  street  door,  and  drawing  somewhat 
hesitatingly  from  a  side  pocket  of  his  coat,  a  paper,  exclaim- 
ing— no,  he  never  exclaimed  in  all  his  life  ;  simply  murmur- 
ing just  loud  enough  for  me  to  hear :  '^  Ah,  I  must  read 
you  the  alteration  that  1  made  in  those  verses  on  Niagara 
which  I  showed  you  yesterday."  And  then  he  reads  the 
verse  and  folding  the  paper,  continues,  '*  I  am  in  doubt  about 
that  simile  :  "  And  hither  drives  her  fleecy  flocks."  "  Nay, 
doctor,"  I  say,  ^^nothing  could  better  describe  those  pell  mell 
tipsy  rapids."  ^^ Tipsy!"  he  repeats;  '^ Tipsy  Niagara  I 
Good,  oh  capital!"  and  he  laughs  aloud.  No,  oh  no,  he 
never  laughed  aloud  ;  his  broad  shoulders  shake,  and  the  tears 
seem  ready  to  start  from  his  eyes  in  the  fullness  of  his  delight. 
His  gravity  not  yet  completely  recovered  he  says:  *'Well, 
I  must  keep  you  no  longer  from  your  work ;  good  bye  ;  we 
will  soon  meet  again." 

Aye  thou  good  physician,  ministering  to, the  body  ail- 
ments thou  heaven  born  poet,  delighting  the  soul  with  the 
music  of  thy  thoughts  ;  thou  faithful  friend,  we  shall,  I 
trust,  soon  meet  again. 
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Lewis  L.  Carlisle* Newark  ... 1875 

William  T.  Carter Newark 1871,   1890 

Rev.  Theodore  P.  Chambers  _... .German  Valley ...1890 

Cornelius  Christie*... ...Jersey  City _1889 
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Date 
Name  Residence  of  Election 

Daniel  T.  Clark. South  Orange 1871 

Hiram  C.  Clark  .- Newton 1887 

John  S.  Clark Newark 1886 

William  Clark* ...Newark 1885 

William  M.   Clarke Newark 1891 

John  Clement Haddonfield 1864 

Miss  Caroline  M.  Coe  .._ Newark 1890 

Ernest  E.   Coe Newark 1864 

Theodore  Coe* ... ...Newark ..1874 

J.  AcKERMAN  Coles,   M.D Scotch  Plains 188-') 

Samuel  Colgate* ...Orange 1876,1890 

Edward  M.  Colie* Newark 1887 

Mrs.  Julia  K.  Colles  Morristown .1891 

Elias  M.  Condit*  .. West  Orange ..1887 

Jonathan  H.  Condit East  Orange 1887 

Stephen  H.  Condit Newark 1849 

Horace  Newton   Congar .Newark 1874 

Henry  Congar* Newark  ...   1874 

Stephen  Congar,  M.D*... Newark . ...1850 

Francis  S.  Conover* Princeton   ...   ..1866 

Richard  Field  Conover* .   .Princeton  _.. ..1880 

William  H.  Corbin Elizabeth  ... 1891 

Isaac  R.  Cornell* Weston 1852 

Joseph  Coult Newark  1884 

E.  S.  CowLES*  ... Jersey  City 1880 

Rowland  Cox Plainfield ...   1890 

Benjamin  F.  Crane ...Newark 1886 

Edward  N.  Crane* Newark 1872 

Philip  W.   Crater Newark.. 1887 

Rev.  George  R.  Crooks,  D.  D Madison 1890 

William  H.  Curtis* Newark. ..1890 


Charles  B.  Dahlgren Trenton 1889 

Eugenes.   Davis Trenton..  1890 

Henry  H.Dawson ...Newark 1887 

Edward  A.  Day* Newark 1890 

William  T.  Day .- Elizabeth.... -1886 

Hiram  E.  Deats* ..   .Flemington 1890 

David  A.  Depue  Newark 1S68 

Laban    Dennis,  M.D Newark 1S86 

John  V.  Diefenthaler Newark    15^^6 

George  E.  Dimock P^lizabeth 1^91 
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Date 
Name  Residence  of  Election 

Edward  L.  Dobbins* Morristown    1885 

Amzi  Dodd* Newark 1883,  1885 

Bethuel  L.  Dodd,  M.D* Orange 1863 

Daniel  Dodd,   Jr* .Newark  ...   1845 

PiERsoN  G,   Dodd Newark 1885 

George  E.  Dodge*  ._. ...New  York  City 1885 

Elias  O.  Doremus East  Orange 1885 

Wilbur  Doremus Newark 1891 

Edwin  M.    Douglass Newark 1885 

Frederick  S.  Douglas Newark  _ 1885 

Cortlandt  E.    Drake* Newark _.1875 

William  H.  Drummond Newark ...1882 

John  P.  Dryden  * Newark ..1890 

Robert  S.  Dumont* ,..Morristown  _ 1872 

John  B.  Dunbar Bloomfield 1885 

Walter  P.   Dunn Newark 1887 

Wallace  Durand Newark 1890 

WicKLiFPE  B.  Durand ...Newark 1890 

Rev.  William  R.   Duryee  *_ Jersey  City. 1871 

John  B.  Dusenberry    Newark .1890 

James  P.  Dusenberry Newark 1890 

Edwin  A.  Ely Livingston ...1874 

John  R.  Emery* _ Newark ...  1873 

M.  T.  Endicott*  Mays  Landing 1882 

Theodore  J.  English ... Newark  ... 1890 

Thomas  Dunn  English  __. ...Newark 1891 

Rev.  Albert  Erdman,  D.D Morristown 1885 


Mrs.  Ruth  E.  Fairchild Parsippany 1892 

Samuel  A.  Farrand Newark  . .   1 862 

Wilson  Farrand...   .Newark 1888 

Joseph  Fewsmith,  Jr.,  M.D    .Newark ...1887 

Rev.  William  T.  Findley Newark  1883 

John  T.  Foote* ..Morristown 1870 

J.  Frank  Fort* .... - . Newark  1890 

Rev.  Daniel  R.  Foster* ..  .Pennington 1874 

Rev.  David  R.  Frazer,  D.D Newark 1888 

WiLBERFORCE  Freeman  . .Orange 1888 

William  E.  Freer Newark 1888 

Frederick  Frelinghuysen* Newark 1870 

George  G.   Frelinghuysen Newark 1887 
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Date 

Name  Residence  of  Election 

Joseph  D.  GtALlagher ..Bloomfield.. 1890 

Wendell  P.  Garrison Orange .1890 

Charles  T.  Glenn Newark 188G 

L.  Spencer  Goble* ...  Newark 1870 

Alexander  Grant... ...Newark 1886 

Gabriel  Grant,  M.D New  York 1880 

George  R.  Gray .Newark 188.'5 

Charles  E.    Green Trenton 1878 

Edward  T.  Green ...Trenton 1882 

Elmer  E.  Green Trenton 1879 

James  S.  Green,  M.D Elizabeth 1890 

Rev.  Rufus  S.    Green,    D.D Orange 1880,1890 

Foster  C.  Griffith ..Trenton 1891 

Lewis  C.  Grover*.. Newark ...1848 

Barker  Gummere Trenton 1878 


George  J.  Hager Newark ..   1887 

Henry  S.  Haines.. Burlington 1887 

Charles  H.  Halfpenny Newark  1886 

Rev.  John  PIall,  D.D Trenton 18r)8 

Rev.  Robert  C.   Hallock ...Tennent ...1887 

Rev.  W.  W.  Halloway,  Jr Dover 1887 

Charles  H.  K.  Halsey Elizabeth 1891 

Edmund  D.  Halsey* Morristown 1870 

George  A.  Halsey Newark 1868 

George  E.  Halsey ..Newark 1886 

Jacob  L.  Halsey East  Orange 1887 

George  Blight  Halsted Elizabeth... 1888 

Hugh  Henderson  H amill* Trenton 1876 

Morris  R,    Hamilton Trenton 1886 

John  R.  Hardin Newark 1892 

Charles  H.  Harrison Newark 1876 

John  D.  Harrison ...Newark 1872.  188") 

John  W.    Harrison .Jersey  City 1890 

H.  Ellis  Hart* Jersey  City 1875 

Thomas  W.   Harvky,    M.D Orange 1887 

James  R.  Hay .  .Nutley 1890 

Jamks  L.  Hays Newark 18S7 

Henry  Hayes*  . Newark 1885 

Howard  W.   Hayes Newark.. ..1885 

Joseph  E.    Havnes .Newark 1890 

Albert   0.   I1eadlb]v* Newark 1886 
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Date 
Name  Residence  of  Election 

William  C.   Headley. .Newark _ 1890 

Edward  M.  Heath... Locktown 1886 

Andrew  J.  Hedges* Newark 1885 

Rev.  William  J.  Henderson Glen  Gardner.. ..1886 

Thomas  S.   Henry... Newark . 1886 

William  C.  Heppenheimmer Jersey  City. 1891 

Abram  S.  Hewitt New  York 1881 

James  S.  Higbie Newark 1887 

Charles  E.  Hill* Newark 1887 

Edmund  C.  Hill* Trenton 1888 

Frank  P.  Hill ...Newark 1890 

Garret  A.  Hobart ..Paterson ...1875 

Edgar  Holden,  M.D Newark 1873,1890 

Charles  Holzhauer* ....Newark 1891 

John  Hopper*.. Paterson ..1846 

Robert  I.  Hopper*.. Paterson ..1875 

George  R.  Howe. East  Orange 1892 

William  Reed  Howe Orange 1891 

Francis  K.    Howell Newark .1885 

Henry  C.  Howell*. _ Newark 1885 

James  E.  Howell Newark 1874 

Nehemiah  p.  Howell Newark 1885 

Samuel  C.  Howell.. Newark 1885 

Samuel  H.  Hunt Newton 1872 

Charles  R.   Hutchinson* Allentown 1884 

John  P.  Hutchinson*.. Bordentown 1875 


Francis  W.  Jackson East  Orange 1874 

Frederick  Wolcott  Jackson* Newark 1860 

Frederick  Jacobson* Hackensack 1878 

Henry  L.  Janeway ...New  Brunswick... 1891 

Rev.  John  N.   Jansen Newark 1887 

George  B.  Jenkinson* Newark .1885 

William  M.   Johnson ..Hackensack 1888 

Alexander  H.  Johnson Newark 1868 

John  L.  Johnson* Verona 1890 

Charles  H.  Jones East  Orange 1891 

Henry  P.   Jones* Newark 1885 

Horatio  B.  Joy*.. Newark.    1886 

John  P.  Jube* • ..Newark  ._ 1885 
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Date 

Name  Residence  of  Election 

Edward  Kanouse* Newark 1885, 1888,  IbOO 

John  H.  Kase Newark 1868 

John  Watts  Kearny  _ Newark 1888 

Anthony  Q.  Keasbey Newark 1882 

Edward  Q.  Keasbey* Newark 1880 

Oscar  Keene.  Newark.... 1891 

William  C.  J.  Keene Newark 8781 

Henry  C.  Kelsey*  _.. Trenton 1876,1887 

Samuel  B.  Ketcham.. Pennington 1892 

Charles  F.  Kilburn* Newark 1885 

George  P.  Kingsley Orange 1890 

Hugh  Kinnard* ..Newark...   1885 

Thomas  T.  Kinney* Newark .1846 

Charles  J.  Kipp,  M.D Newark 1871 

Andrew  Kirkpatrick* Newark 1869 


George  H.  Lambert... .Newark 1^83,1887,  1890 

Thomas  Lawrence* Hamburg ..- 1881 

Samuel  Lee East  Orange 1885 

Benjamin  F.  Lee Trenton 1876-1888 

Francis  B.  Lee* Trenton... 1888 

Herman  Lehlbach Newark 1 885 

Alexander  Lelong,  M.D Newark .._   ...1890 

Oliver  B.  Leonard Plainfield 1885 

Franklin  B.  Levis  Mount  Holly 1886 

Prof.  William  Libby,  Jr* .Princeton 1888 

Michael  Lienan* Jersey  City 1858 

Charles  A.  Lighthipe.. ...Orange .1889 

James  H.  Lindsley* Newark 1890 

John  N.  Lindsley* .. Orange 1888 

Job  H.    Lippincott Jersey  City 1891 

Theodore  Little* Morristown ..  1874 

Robert  J.  Livingston* New  Brunswick 1851 

Aaron  Lloyd Belleville ..1878 

Samuel  T.  Lowry,  D.D* Ewing.. 1881 

Frederick  H.  Lum Newark 1887 

Prof.  Allen   Marquand* .Princeton  1888 

Elias  J.  Marsh,  M.D*. Patorson 188:i 

Augustus  F.  R.    Martin Newark _ 1885 

Mrs.  Herbert  Margaret  Mathkw.BouiuI   Brook.   .         ..   .1888 
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Date 

Name 

Residence 

of  Election 

John  C.  D.  Matthews _ 

..Newark 

1891 

Robert  H.  McCarter 

.  .Newark 

1887 

Thomas  N.  McCarter* 

..Newark 

1868 

Plavel  McGee 

..Jersey  City 

1885 

Austin  H.  McGregor 

..Newark 

1890 

Rev.  Joshua  H.  McIlvaine* 

..Princeton 

1871 

Emory  McClintoch.  _ 

..Morristown . 

1892 

Alexander  T.  McGill 

--Jersey  City 

1890 

Samuel  Meeker 

--Newark  .-. 

1873 

Andrew  D.  Mellick,  Jr 

-.Plainfield 

1889 

Charles  Ewan  Merritt. 

..Mount  Holly 

1886 

Bloompield  J.  Miller 

-.Newark 

1890 

George  C.  Miller 

..Newark 

1886 

James  W.  Miller 

.-Newark 

-.1878,  1886 

Rev.  John  Meller . 

..Princeton 

1888 

John  A.  Miller.. 

..Newark 

1886 

John  E.  Miller 

..Englewood 

1883 

Wesley  C.  Miller 

..Newark 

1885 

Alfred  Mills* 

.Morristown 

1853 

John  Mills 

.-Newark . 

.-...-.1886 

Mrs.  Oscar  B.  Mockridge 

-  -  Newark 

1892 

Martin  B.  Monroe 

.  -  Morristown 

1888 

John  J.  Morris 

. .  Paterson 

1885 

William  W.  Morris* 

.-Newark 

1870 

James  M.  C.  Morrow 

..Newark 

-1883 

John  Moses* 

.-Trenton 

1884 

Rev.  George  S.  Mott,  D.D 

.-Flemington 

-. 1870 

J.    CrOWELL  MUNDY 

..Newark 

1890 

Edward  H.  Murphy... 

..Trenton 

1888 

Franklin  Murphy... 

--Newark 

-. 1885 

James  Neilson , 

.-New  Brunswick.. 

-1874 

William  Nelson* 

..Paterson 

1872 

John  W.  Newell 

.-New  Brunswick-. 

1888 

Charles  Nichols 

-Newark 

1896 

Walter   S.  Nichols 

.-Newark 

1886 

Nathaniel  Niles 

.Madison . 

1871 

Rt.  Rev.  Michael  J.  O'Parrell. 

-Trenton 

1883 

James  L.  Ogden* 

..Jersey  City 

-.1865 

Franklin  M.  Olds 

..Newark 

1881 
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Date 
Name  Residence  of  Election 

George  T.  Olmsted* Princeton 1845 

James  D.   Orton Newark 1878 

John  Hosey  Osborn .Saddle  River 1888 


Chauncey  G.  Parker Newark ...1800 

CoRTLANDT   Parker* ..Newark 1845 

CoRTLANDT  L.  Pahker Perth  Ambov 1869,  1891 

Frederick  Parker Freehold 1888 

Richard  Wayne  Parker*  _.   Newark  187:5 

Archibald  Parkhuiist Newark 1872 

Cyrus  Peck* Newark 1889 

George  Peck,  M.D* Elizab3th 1886 

William  G.  Peckham Westfield 1800 

William  A.  Pembroke Elizabeth ..1882 

William  Pennington Paterson  . 1875 

Samuel  H.  Pennington,  M.  D*  ...Newark 1845 

Samuel  H.  Pennington,  Jr* Newark 1868 

George  Peters*. Newark 1864 

Malcolm  Peters Bloomfield 1890 

William  Walter  Phelps... .Englewood.. . 18?:} 

Mrs.  FREf3ERicK  H.  Pierson Elizabeth 1888 

JosiAH  Gilbert  Pierson Paterson 1872 

William  Pierson,   M.D Orange ...1881 

Rev.  John  P.  Pingry ...Elizabeth 1858 

Frank  W.  Pinneo Newark 1888 

Henry  C.  Pitney Morristown 1 890 

Charles  B.  Place .  _ Elizabeth 1879 

Stephen  H.  Plum Newark 1886 

Isaac  E.  P.  Plume Newark 1884 

Horace  J.  Poinier .  Newark 18S7 

Jeremiah  E.   Poinier Newark 1886 

Franklin  Leonard  Pope Elizabeth .1890 

William  John  Potts  . Camden  _ 1880 

Henry  Powles* East  Orange .    .  .1885 

Theophilus  Price,  M.D* ..Tuckertown 1870 

John  T.  Probert .  ..Paterson. 1885 

John  M.  Pruden* Elizabeth 1868 


Henry  Race,  M.D Pittstown 1886 

William  T.  Rae Newark ...1885 

John  M.  Rand,  M.D Pittstown 1885 
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Date 
Name  Residence  of  Election 

Carman  F.  Randolph .Morristown 1887 

James  P.  Randolph Morristown , 1887 

Joseph  F.  Randolph Morristown 1886 

Lewis  V.  F.  Randolph* Plainfleld 1869,    1890 

Thomas  M.  F.  Randolph Morristown 1890 

William  Rankin Newark 1848 

William  Rankin,  Jr.,  M.D Newark 1887 

George  B.  Raymond Newark __1890 

Samuel  V.  Reeves Haddonfield 1887 

Edward  S.  Renwick  .  Millburn 1890 

Paul  Revere Morristown 1890 

Thomas  H.  Richards* Pleasant  Mills 1848 

George  Richards* Dover 1891 

Augustus  G.  Richey Trenton 1872 

Frederick  W,  Ricord* Newark. .\_. 1849 

William   A.  Righter Newark 1868 

Adrian  Riker ..Newark 1890 

Chandler  W.  Riker Newark 1886 

Jonathan  W.  Roberts .Morris  Plains 1885 

George  M.  Robeson* Trenton 1851 

Charles  G.  Rockwood Newark ._  .1859 

George  Roome Lincoln    Park... 1886 

William  Roome Butler 1880 

John  E.  Rowe Newark 1891 

Enos  Runyon* Newark 1885 

Theodore  Runyon* Newark 1850 

David  Ryerson*. Newton 1845 

Joshua  F.  Salmon Boonton 1890 

Theodore   Sandford Belleville 1885 

Samuel  S.  Sargeant ._ .Newark 1885 

Adraham  W.  Sargeants East  Orange 1885 

James  R.  Sayre,  Jr Newark  _. 1891 

Rt.  Rev.  J  ohn  Scarborough,  D.  D*  . Trenton  _ 1876 

Rev.  John  H.  Scofield Budds  Lake 1887 

Austin  Scott New  Brunswick 1885 

George  D.  Scudder Trenton 1888 

Wallace   M.  Scudder ...Newark 1885 

Leopold  F.  Segadlo* .Newark 1890 

George  W.  Sell Newark 1890 

Edwin  Shepard.. ..Newark 1887 

Augustus  D.  Shepherd* .Fanwood _ 1890 
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Date 

Name  Residence  of  Election 

Cornelius  S.  Shepherd,   M.D.*... Trenton 1889 

Abel  V.  Shotwell* .Rahway 1877 

B.  F.  H.  Shreve. Camden... 1886 

Clifford  Stanley  Sims . .  Mount  Holly 1885 

Andrew  A.  Smalley*. Newark 1890 

Charles  B.  Smith Newark 1887 

Rev.  Joseph  H.  Smith Hamburg 1889 

Samuel  Asher  Smith .Newark 1890 

Samuel  T.  Smith* Waterloo 1871 

William  A.  Smith,  M.D Newark 1878 

William  Asa  Smith. Newark 

W.  Bradford  Smith Newark 1890 

John  C.  Smock* , New  Brunswick 

William  V.  Snyder* Newark 1885 

Job  B.  Somers,  M.D Lin  wood,  Atlantic  Co 1885 

Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  S.  Starkey East  Orange ...1882 

Edward  B.   Sterling... Trenton 1886 

Horace  Stetson Orange 1890 

Oliver  S.  Steves ...Trenton 1882 

Frederick  W.   Stevens Newark 1890 

Lewis  H.  Stevens Cape  May  City 1892 

John  R.  Stevenson,  M.D . Haddonfield 1885 

Dr.  Charles  S.  Stockton* Newark 1876 

Philip  A.  Stockton* .Long  Branch 1848 

Charles  Stokes -  .Rancocas 1887 

Edward  H.  Stokes Trenton 187iJ 

G.  Lee  Stout* Bloomfield 1885 

Sidney  B.  Straley,  M.D Huntsville .- 1892 

William  S.  Stryker Trenton 1870 

William  E.  Sturgis*.. Newark 1865 

Rutherford  Stuyvesant* New  York 1870 

T.  Y.  Sutphen,    M.D ..Newark  .... 1887 

Mrs.  Eliza  Gtracie  Suydam Elizabeth... 1891 

Francis  J.  Swayze Newton 1887 


Henry  P.  Talmadge ..Netherwood .1800 

Henry  B.  Taylor Newark 1886 

Jerome  Taylor  .  Newark 1885 

John  W.  Taylor* Newark 1863 

William  Taylor* Newark 1851 

Frederick  H.  Teese* Newark 1848 
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Date 
Name  Residence  of  Election 

Sidney  Sayre  Thompson Elizabeth 1891 

Barton  L.  Thorn* Crosswick 1869 

Charles  B.  Thurston _  .Jersey  City 1871 

Francis  M.  Tichenor* Newark 1869 

Miss  Julia  H.  Tichenor .Newark _  .1892 

Charles  G,  Titsworth Newark 1887 

George  W.   Tomkins Newark 1887 

Walter  Tomkins* Bast  Orange 1856 

Clayton  L.  Traver  * Trenton 1881 

J.  Mortimer  Treat Chatham 1885 

Henry  M.  Trippe East  Orange 1891 

John  G.  Trusdell  . . Newark 1890 

Warren  N.  Trusdell* Newark 1890 

Mason  W.  Tyler ..._...  Plainfield  1890 


Charles   T.  Underwood,    M.D Newark ..  1887 

Irving  S.  Upson New  Brunswick 1891 


Benjamin  A.  Vail* .Rahway 1870 

Charles  E.  Vail* Blairstown 1880 

J.  CuMMiNGS  Vail Morris  Plains. ..   _ 1873 

Henry  S.  Van  Beuren* Morristown 1885 

William  C.  Van  Doren Morristown .1890 

Harrison  Van  Duyne Newark 1890 

J.  Newton  Van  Ness .Newark 1885 

George  A.  VanWagenen,  M.D Newark  ... 1890 

LeClerc  E.  Vogt Morristown 1890 

Charles  H.  Voorhees,  M.D New  Brunswick 1885 

WiLLARD  P.  VooRHEES New  Bruuswick 1885 

Elias  Vosseller* Flemington 1886 

La  Rue  Vredenburgh Soinerville 1891 

Garret  D.  W.   Vroom Trenton ...1881 

James  W.  Vroom* ...Denver,    Col..  ..1880 


William  B.  Wadsworth PlainJaeld 1890 

Charles  K.    Wagner Newark 1887 

William  C.  Wallace* ...Newark  1846 

Hamilton  Wallis East  Orange 1882 

Arthur  Ward,  M.D Newark 1866 

Frederick  W.   Ward... Newark  _ 1890 
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Date 

Name 

Residence 

of  Election 

Joseph  G.   Ward 

Newark 

1890 

Joseph  M.  Ward* 

Newark 

18G7 

Leslie  D.  Ward,  M.D* 

Newark 

..1877,  1886 

Rev.  David  Waters,   D.D 

- . . .  Newark 

1889 

Rupus  W.  Weeks* ... 

....New  York 

-.1874 

William  R.  Weeks* 

Newark .„ . 

1885 

Rev.  Theodore  W.  Welles  _.. 

Paterson... 

1891 

Ashbel  Welsh* 

.   ..Lambertville 

1845 

Edward  Weston 

Newark 

1885 

Charles  A.  Wharton 

Newark 

1887 

Barclay  White 

Mount  Holly 

1884 

John  Whitehead* . 

Morristown 

1845 

Thomas  H.  Whitney* 

Glassboro 

1850 

Alexander  Wilder,    M  .  D 

Newark  ._  

1889 

Enos  Wilder 

..Madison 

1884 

S.  Thomas  Willcox 

Newark 

1885 

William  R.  Williams 

Newark 

..1885 

Mrs.  Benjamin  Williamson... 

Elizabeth. 

1887 

Oscar  Willigerod 

East  Orange 

1885 

Frederick  F.  Wilson* 

Boonton 

1875 

Henry  W.  Wilson* 

Newark 

1874 

Samuel  K.  Wilson* 

.   ..Trenton 

..1864 

Charles  H.  Winpield* 

Greenville 

1871 

D.  Smith  Wood  _ .  _ , 

Newark 

1885 

Rev.  John   Woodbridge 

New  Brunswick  .. 

1885 

James  T.  Wrightson,  M.D  .... 

Newark 

1890 

Henry  J.  Yates 

Newark 

...1887 

Henry  Young 

Newark 

1890 

John  J.  Young 

Newark , 

1867 

Constitution,  Article  VII.— Resident  members  shall  pay  on  their 
admission  five  dollars,  and  three  dollars  annually  thereafter  or  the 
payment  of  twenty-five  dollars  at  any  one  time  shall  constitute  a  Life 
member,  and  exempt  the  individual  from  all  future  annual  payments; 
and  every  person  who  shall  have  regularly  paid  the  annual  fees  and 
dues  for  twenty  years  successively,  shall  thereafter  be  a  Life  member. 
Failure  by  any  Resident  member,  to  pay  his  annual  fees  and  dues  for 
three  years,  or  refusal  on  notice  to  pay  the  same,  shall  involve  forfeit- 
ure of  all  the  privileges  of  membership,  and  thb  name  of  such  member 
may  be  erased  from  the  list  of  members  by  vote  of  the  Executive  com- 
mittee. 
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Trenton,  January  24,  1893. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical 
Society  was  held  in  the  court  room  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, in  the  State  House. 

The  President,  Hon.  John  Clement,  called  the  meeting 
to  order  at  11:48  A.  M. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  held  at  Newark,  May  19, 
1892,  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  made  his  report,  which 
is  appended  hereto. 

The  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  on  hand  of  $207.91. 
He  also  reported  that,  since  the  meeting  in  January,  1892, 
L.  F.  Segadlo  and  Dr.  James  T.  Wrightson,  both  of  New- 
ark, had  become  life  members,  and  the  following  persons 
had  accepted  resident  membership: 


Il8  MEETING  IN   TRENTON.  [JAN.,  1 893 

Barrett,  Michael  T.,  -         -  -  -         Newark. 

Fairchild,  Mrs.  Ruth  E.,         -         -  -         Parsippany. 

Ketchum,  Samuel  B.,         -         -         -         -         Pennington. 
MocKRiDGE,  Mrs.  Oscar  B.,  -  -  -  Newark. 

Stokes,  Edward  A., Trenton, 

Tichenor,  Miss  Julia  H.,     -         -         -         -  Newark. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  that  the  pro- 
ceedings for  January  and  May,  1892,  were  in  the  printers' 
hands.  The  January  number  would  contain  an  autobi- 
ography of  Colonel  Aaron  Ogden,  an  officer  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  Governor  of  New  Jersey  in  181 2,  which  was 
written  about  sixty  years  ago.  The  Society  had  an 
abundance  of  such  original  material  for  history,  tied  up 
in  bundles  and  stored  away  in  closets,  which  is  practically 
inaccessible,  and  which,  if  published,  would  increase  the 
usefulness  of  the  Society. 

The  committee  suggested  the  formation  of  a  Publica- 
tion Fund  of  $5,000,  the  interest  of  which  should  be  ex- 
pended in  publishing  similar  manuscripts  as  Collections 
of  the  Society,  and  stated  that  there  were  many  persons 
who  would  be  glad  to  subscribe  to  such  a  fund  and  to  re- 
ceive the  publications,  who  would  not  care  to  become 
members  of  the  Society. 

The  Librarian  reported  the  growth  of  the  library  and 
read  a  list  of  donors  of  books  and  pamphlets. 

The  President  announced  the  following  committees  for 
1893  : 

Finance. — L.  Spencer  Goble,  Theodore  Coe,  James  D. 
Orton,  John  W.  Taylor,  Charles  G.  Rockwood. 

Publications. — Garret  D.  W.  Vroom,  William  Nelson, 
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Austin   Scott,    Ph.   D.,   Edmund   D.    Halsey,   William  R. 
Weeks. 

Library. — Robert  F.  Ballantine,  Frederick  W.  Ricord, 
Aaron  Lloyd,  George  A.  Halsey,  George  J.  Hagar,  Henry 
S.  Haines,  Ernest  E.  Coe. 

Statistics. — F.  Wolcott  Jackson,  Dr.  Arthur  Ward, 
William  S.  Stryker,  Ernest  E.  Coe,  Edward  H.  Stokes. 

Nominations. — L.  Spencer  Goble,  Garret  D.  W. 
Vroom,  Rev.  Allen  H.  Brown, 

Genealogy. — Atlantic,  John  J.  Gardner,  Atlantic  City  ; 
Bergen,  William  M.  Johnson,  Hackensack  ;  Burlington, 
Clifford  Stanley  Sims,  Mount  Holly;  Camden,  Dr.  John 
R.  Stevenson,  Haddonfield ;  Cape  May,  Lewis  H. 
Stevens,  Cape  May  City  ;  Cumberland,  William  E.  Potter, 
Bridgeton  ;  Essex,  Daniel  T.  Clark,  South  Orange ;  Glou- 
cester, Francis  B.  Lee,  Trenton  ;  Hudson,  Charles  H. 
Winfield,  Jersey  City;  Hunterdon,  Henry  Race,  ]\I.  D., 
Pittstown  ;  Mercer,  William  S.  Stryker,  Trenton  ;  Mon- 
mouth, James  S.  Yard,  Freehold ;  Morris,  Edmund  D. 
Halsey,  Morristown  ;  Passaic,  William  Nelson,  Paterson  ; 
Somerset,  A.  V.  D.  Honeyman,  Somerville ;  Sussex, 
Thomas  Lawrence,  Hamburg ;  Union,  Dr.  Henry  R. 
Cannon,  Elizabeth. 

The  Committee  on  Colonial  and  Revolutionary 
Documents  reported  that  Volume  XVH.  of  the  New 
Jersey  Archives,  comprising  the  Journal  of  the  Governor 
and  Council,  1756-68,  had  just  been  issued  under  the  care- 
ful editing  of  Judge  Ricord,  the  Librarian  of  the  Society. 
Volume  XVIII. ,  which  would  complete  the  Journal  down 
to  the  period  of  the  Revolution,  had   been  placed  in   the 
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printers'  hands  by  Judge  Ricord  and  would  be  completed 
some  time  during  the  year.  Volume  XI.,  comprising 
newspaper  extracts  relating  to  New  Jersey,  from  1704  to 
the  end  of  1739,  ^^^  making  a  volume  of  about  six  hun- 
dred pages,  edited  by  William  Nelson,  was  nearly  through 
the  press  and  would  probably  be  issued  within  the  follow- 
ing two  months.  It  was  hoped  to  have  Volume  XII.,  also 
consisting  of  newspaper  extracts  relating  to  New  Jersey, 
issued  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Volume  I.,  Second 
Series,  consisting  of  newspaper  extracts  relating  to  New 
Jersey,  beginning  with  the  period  of  the  Revolution,  was 
making  good  progress  in  the  hands  of  General  William  S. 
Stryker,  who  had  undertaken  to  edit  the  same,  and  who 
had  been  promised  the  co-operation  of  Edmund  D.  Halsey, 
of  Morristown.  It  was  hoped  that  this  volume  also 
would  be  issued  during  the  year. 

The  Committee  on  Centennial  Medal  reported  that 
the  dies  had  cost  $560,  of  which  $400  had  been  privately 
contributed,  and  the  Committee  hoped  to  obtain,  from 
private  sources,  an  amount  sufficient  to  enable  them  to 
present  the  dies  to  the  Society  without  expense. 

Mr.  Vosseller  made  an  oral  report  from  the  Hunter- 
don County  Historical  Society,  showing  that  its  members 
were  doing  valuable  local  work. 

Mr.  C.  L.  Traver,  of  Trenton,  exhibited  a  Latin 
Grammar,  published  by  James  Parker,  at  Woodbridge,  in 
1760,  and  read  extracts  from  a  series  of  rules,  printed  in 
it,  for  the  government  of  the  pupils  of  Princeton  College. 

Rev.  John  N.  Jansen,  of  Nev\^ark,  donated  two  copies 
of  the  Bergen  County  Democrat,  published  in   1869,  con- 
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taining-  a  historical  sketch  of  the  churches  at  Ponds  and 
Wyckoff  by  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Benschoten. 

Mr.  Francis  B.  Lee,  of  Trenton,  spoke  of  the  re- 
searches made  by  Mr.  Charles  Macauley,  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, into  the  history  of  the  wrecks  on  the  New  Jersey 
shore. 

Mr.  William  Nelson,  of  Paterson,  presented  a  History 
of  the  Old  Dutch  Church  at  Totowa,  Paterson,  1756-1827, 
containing  a  Register  of  Baptisms,  175 6- 1808. 

The  following-  persons  were  elected  resident  members, 
and  subsequently  accepted  : 

Bauman  Lowe  Belden,  .            .    Elizabeth. 

Oscar  H.  Condit,  .         •    .    East  Orange. 

David  H.  Dunham,         .  .            .       Newark. 

J.  H.  Griffith,  M.  D.,  .            .     Phillipsburg. 

Frederick  D.  Linn,      .  .            Jersey  City. 

John  O.  H.  Pitney,  .             .             Newark. 

The  following  officers  for  1893  were  elected: 

President — John  Clement,  Haddonfield. 

Vice-Presidents — Dr.  Samuel  H.  Pennington,  New- 
ark; William  S.  Stryker,  Trenton;  Rev.  George  S.  Mott, 
Flemington. 

Corresponding  Secretary — William  Nelson,  Paterson. 

Recording  Secretary — William  R.  Weeks,  Newark. 

Treasurer  and  Librarian — Frederick  W.  Ricord, 
Newark. 

Executive   Committee — George    A.   Halsey,   Newark; 
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David  A.  Depue,  Newark;  Nathaniel  Niles,  Madison;  John 
I.  Blair,  Blairstown;  Franklin  Murphy,  Newark;  Robert 
F.  Ballantine,  Newark;  Garret  D.  W.  Vroom,  Trenton; 
James  Neilson,  New  Brunswick;  William  Clark,  Newark. 

The  Finance  Committee  were  authorized  to  adopt 
measures  to  increase  the  membership  of  the  Society. 

At  1.48  p.  M.  the  Society  took  a  recess  until  2.30  p.  m. 

Dr.  Pennington  presided  at  the  afternoon  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rockwood,  it  was  resolved  that 
hereafter  the  proceedings,  as  published,  be  headed  "Ex- 
tracts from  the  Proceedings,"  and  that  so  much  of  the 
minutes  or  proceedings  of  the  Society  as  are  published  be 
in  the  language  adopted  as  the  official  records  of  the 
Society. 

Mr.  Rockwood  gave  notice  of  a  proposed  amendment 
to  Article  V.  of  the  Constitution,  adding  the  following: 

"  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  ex-officio  one  of  the 
five  members  of  the  Committee  on  Publications." 

Hon.  Cortlandt  Parker  read  a  paper  commemora- 
tive of  Justice  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court.  It  was  a  touching  and  eloquent  tribute 
of  respect  and  affection. 

The  thanks  of  the  Society  were  tendered  to  Mr.  Parker, 
and  a  copy  of  the  paper  was  requested  for  publication. 

Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  Mr.  William  Nel- 
son, of  Paterson,  requested  that  the  reading  of  his  paper 
on  the  Indians  of  New  Jersey  be  deferred  till  another 
meeting. 

The  Society  adjourned  at  4.10  p.  m. 

William  R.  Weeks, 

Recording  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  CORRESPONDING  vSECRETARY. 

The  Corresponding-  Secretary  has  to  report  that  the 
correspondence  of  the  Society  since  the  meeting  in  May 
last  has  been  of  the  usual  extent  and  variety.  Upwards 
of  one  hundred  letters  have  been  received  and  answered. 
Some  of  the  inquiries  that  come  by  mail  necessitate  the 
writing  of  three  or  four  letters  in  order  to  get  the  infor- 
mation desired.  Sometimes  many  hours  are  spent,  and 
scores  of  books  ransacked,  to  answer  a  single  letter.  At 
such  times  the  Secretary  is  inclined  to  favor  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  that  no  man  shall  be  permitted,  under  the 
heaviest  penalties,  to  publish  a  book  of  more  than  fifty 
pages  without  a  perfect  index.  Thanks  are  due  to  those 
officers  and  members  of  the  Society,  and  to  many  kind 
friends  not  members,  who  have  promptly  responded  to 
all  inquiries  for  information.  No  record  has  been  kept 
of  every  letter  written,  but  it  is  within  bounds  to  say  that 
in  the  course  of  a  year  not  less  than  500  letters  are  writ- 
ten by  the  Corresponding  Secretary  on  the  business  of 
the  Society.  This  will  give  some  idea  of  the  extent  to 
which  the  Society  is  appealed  to  for  knowledge  on  his- 
torical, personal,  family  and  genealogical  subjects. 
Among  the  letters  received  were  the  following  : 

From  James  M.  Baldwin,  of  Paterson,  asking  whether 
Jefferson  resigned  from  Washington's  Cabinet  because  of 
differences  with  Hamilton  and  his  policy?  He  was 
answered  that  from  the  Works  of  Jefferson,  and  from  the 
biographies  by  Tucker,  Randall  and  T.  J.  Randolph,  it  did 
not  appear  that  such  was  his  reason;  his  own  explanation 
was  th£it  he  preferred  the  retirement  of  Monticcllo. 

From  Dr.  Henry  Race,  of  Pittstown,  asking  the  where- 
abouts of  the  Indian  deed,  or  the  record  thereof,  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1704,  for  the  tract  of  150,000  acres  within  the  Forks 
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of  the  Raritan,  to  John  Wills,  William  Biddle  and  John 
Reading.  He  was  advised  to  apply  to  the  Record  Office 
at  Perth  Amboy. 

From  Mrs.  Frederic  W.  Huidekoper  (now  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C),  asking  for  particulars  of  Captain  James 
Christie,  of  the  Bergen  County  militia  during  the  Revo- 
lution,and  especially  as  to  his  military  service.  Mr.  Corne- 
lius Christie,  of  Jersey  City,  a  grandson  of  Captain 
Christie,  replied,  giving  some  family  history,  and  offering 
to  give  more,  but  he  knew  of  no  military  service  per- 
formed by  his  ancestor  save  that  he  had  heard  that  he 
was  sent  to  guard  some  of  the  passes  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  State.  An  answer  is  now  awaited  from  Gen- 
eral Stryker,  who  knows  all  that  is  to  be  known  on  the 
Revolutionary  history  of  New  Jersey,  its  officers  and  men. 

From  Dr.  Thomas  Egleston,  of  New  York,  seeking 
information,  and  particularly  autograph  letters,  of  Gen- 
eral John  Paterson,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  to  whose 
memory  he  has  erected  a  monument  at  Lenox,  Mass, 
The  General's  house  was  burned  down  after  the  war  and 
his  correspondence  destroyed.  He  was  informed  that  the 
descendants  of  Governor  William  Paterson,  of  New  Jer- 
sey, 1776-90,  incline  to  the  belief  that  the  two  men  were 
closely  related,  but  that  no  letters  of  the  General  were 
known  to  be  in  New  Jersey. 

From  Captain  Albert  A.  Folsom,  of  Boston,  transmit- 
ting the  medal  issued  by  the  Ancient  and  Honorable 
Artillery  on  the  occasion  of  its  250th  anniversary,  in  1888. 

From  Nicholas  Brower,  of  Annapolis,  Md.,  announcing 
that  he  was  prepared  to  answer  genealogical  inquiries 
concerning  Maryland  families. 

From  Franklin  Eyre,  of  Philadelphia,  furnishing  by 
request  a  very  interesting  sketch  of  George  Eyre,  of  Bur- 
lington, in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  and  of  his 
ancestors  and  descendants.  This  information  is  to  be 
printed  as  a  note  in  Volume  XI.  of  the  New  Jersey 
Archives. 
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From  the  Hon.  John  Clement,  the  President  of  the 
Society,  requesting  the  Secretary  to  prepare  a  paper  for 
the  Society  on  the  Indians  of  New  Jersey,  and  making- 
some  valuable  suggestions  as  to  sources  of  information  and 
some  points  of  special  interest  in  the  history  of  that  people. 

From  Mrs.  Julia  Keese  Colles,  of  Morristown,  accept- 
ing an  invitation  to  read  a  paper  before  the  ^Society  on 
"The  Authors  Associated  with  Newark,"  and  expressing 
a  preference  to  read  the  paper  at  Newark  next  May. 

From  Walter  S.  Lenox,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
New  Jersey  Commission,  World's  Columbian  Exposition, 
asking  this  Society  to  take  some  action  favorable  to  the 
showing  of  a  collection  of  relics  at  the  approaching 
World's  Fair  at  Chicago.  It  had  been  suggested,  he  said, 
that  a  room  be  set  apart  in  the  New  Jersey  State  Build- 
ing at  Chicago  for  an  exhibition  of  this  character.  "  New 
Jersey  being  one  of  the  original  thirteen  States,"  he  re- 
marked, "  it  seemed  eminently  proper  that  her  history 
should  be  illustrated  by  the  exhibition  of  such  relics  as 
might  be  in  the  possession  of  "  this  Society. 

From  Miss  Mary  S.  Clark,  of  Belvidere,  in  behalf  of 
the  Board  of  Women  Managers  of  the  exhibit  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  at  the  same  Exposition,  asking  if  this 
Society  would  be  willing  to  make  an  exhibit,  in  its  own 
frame,  of  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  relics;  the  State 
would  assume  reasonable  responsibility,  sending  out  the 
exhibit  in  fire-proof  cars,  and  furnishing  care  takers  while 
in  Chicago. 

From  William  John  Potts,  of  Camden,  asking  for  the 
whereabouts  of  a  portrait  of  Colonel  Hugh  Hughes,  of 
the  Revolutionary  army;  also  for  the  coat-of-arms  of  the 
Stevenson  family,  or  the  tincture  of  such  coat,  having  a 
bend  and  three  escallops.  He  was  answered  that  although 
there  was  a  tradition  in  the  family  of  the  late  Governor 
Philemon  Dickerson  that  there  had  been  a  portrait  of 
Colonel  Hugh  Hughes,  none  was  now  known  to  exist. 
The  other  query  was  yet  to  be  answered. 
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From  Dr.  T.  Olynthes  Douglas,  of  New  York  city, 
seeking  information  concerning  any  settlements  of 
Huguenots  in  New  Jersey,  and  the  existence  of  any  doc- 
uments bearing  on  that  subject.  He  was  told  that  no 
settlements  of  Huguenots  were  known  to  have  been 
made  in  New  Jersey  immediately  after  the  revocation  of 
the  Edict  of  Nantes,  but  that  small  clusters  of  such 
families  had  removed  to  New  Jersey  from  time  to  time — 
as  in  Bergen  County,  where  a  French  church  formerly  ex- 
isted in  the  Hackensack  valley;  in  the  Paramus  valley, 
where  many  French  inscriptions  were  to  be  found  on  the 
tombstones  in  the  old  cemetery  at  Paramus  ;  in  Burling- 
ton County,  where  Peter  Bard  and  others  of  French 
nativity  or  descent  had  taken  up  land;  and  in  various 
other  parts  of  the  State.  No  documents  are  known  to 
exist  relating  to  any  considerable  settlement  of  Hugue- 
nots in  New  Jersey,  such  as  was  effected  at  New  Rochelle, 
in  New  York,  for  instance. 

From  Miss  J.  S.  Boudinot,  of  Basking  Ridge,  asking  for 
autograph  letters  or  other  information  concerning  Elias 
Boudinot,  LL.  D.,  President  of  Congress  in  1783, 
Director  of  the  United  States  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  and 
first  President  of  the  American  Bible  Society.  She  was 
given  all  the  information  in  the  possession  of  the  Corres- 
ponding Secretary,  together  with  copies  of  twenty  or 
thirty  autograph  letters  of  Boudinot,  in  his  collection,  in 
order  that  Miss  Boudinot  might  prepare  a  Memoir  of  Dr. 
Boudinot. 
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1RecroIog\)» 


ALLEN    LEE    BASSETT. 

Allen  Lee  Bassett  was  born  at  Derby,  New  Haven  Co., 
Conn.,  28  February,  1827,  and  died  at  his  residence  in  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  14  December,  1892.  The  family  of  Bassett 
had  its  origin  in  the  town  of  Basset,  in  Normandy,  and  was 
prominent  in  the  Battle  of  Hastings,  in  1066,  in  the  Civil 
War  of  1264,  and  in  later  times.  Members  of  the  family 
sailed  for  this  country  from  England  in  the  brig  Fortune, 
10  November,  166 1.  A  former  Colonel  Basset  was  the 
husband  of  Martha  Washington's  sister,  and  at  his  house 
Mrs.  Washington's  only  child  by  her  first  husband  died. 
Mr.  Bassett  attended  the  Hopkins  Grammar  School  in 
New  Haven  while  a  boy,  where  he  won  marked  honors. 
He  took  up  his  residence  in  New  York  in  early  life,  en- 
gaging in  mercantile  business.  When  the  war  came  on 
he  went  to  the  front  as  a  Captain  in  the  Twenty-third 
Regiment,  and  subsequently  retained  his  connection  with 
the  National  Guard,  attaining  the  rank  of  Colonel.  In 
1865  he  removed  to  Newark,  and  became  a  real  estate 
agent.  He  always  had  a  fondness  for  literature,  which 
led  him  to  start  the  New  Jersey  Magazine  in  1S67,  shortly 
changed  to  the  Northern  Monthly.  He  carried  it  on  for 
nearly  two  years,  when  he  was  compelled  to  relinquish  it 
on  account  of  his  health.  He  was  the  first  President  of 
the  Prudential  Insurance  Company,  of  Newark;  after- 
wards he  was  connected  with  the  Metropolitan  Insurance 
Company,  of  New  York.  He  was  prominent  in  business, 
political,  literary  and  social  circles,  his  winning  address 
and  genial  manners  making  him  a  desirable  addition 
to  any  organization,  or  to  any  company.  For  some  time 
he  was  Chairman  of  the  Essex  County  Republican  Com- 
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mittee:  he  was  a  leading  member  of  the  Newark  Board 
of  Trade  for  many  years,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  President  of  that  body.  He  was  elected  a  member 
of  this  Society  in  1869,  and  was  a  regular  and  interested 
attendant  on  its  meetings.  He  married  first,  at  Bristol, 
Pa.,  Miss  Caroline  Philips,  in  1853;  she  died  in  1865.  He 
married  second,  Mrs.  Annie  S.  Richards,  of  Newark,  in 
1866,  who  survives  him,  with  two  children.  Kind  and 
gentle  in  his  manners,  generous  to  the  poor,  and  interest- 
ed in  every  good  work,  Colonel  Bassett  was  an  admirable 
citizen,  a  whole-souled  friend  and  a  noble  man. 


HENRY    GRAY    DARCY. 

Henry  Gray  Darcy,  a  life  member,  and  for  many  years 
a  generous  and  active  friend  of  this  Society,  died  at  his 
home  in  Newark,  December  19,  1892.  He  was  the  son 
of  Dr.  John  Stevens  and  Eliza  Gray  Darcy,  and  was  born 
at  Hanover,  N.  J.,  July  14,  1814.  His  grandfather  was 
General  John  Darcy,  M.  D.,  Surgeon's  Mate  in  Spencer's 
Regiment,  of  the  Revolutionary  Army,  and  who  com- 
manded the  Brigade  of  Morris  County  Militia,  stationed 
at  Sandy  Hook  in  the  War  of  1812.  Mrs.  John  Darcy  was 
Phebe  Johnes,  granddaughter  of  Rev.  Timothy  Johnes, 
for  fifty  years  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  Morristown. 
Henry  G.  Darcy  was  educated  at  the  well-known  school 
of  Calvin  S.  Crane,  at  Caldwell,  and  for  a  year  or  two 
studied  medicine  with  his  father.  When  the  latter  re- 
moved to  Newark  to  assume  the  Presidency  of  the  New 
Jersey  Railroad  in  1832,  the  son  went  with  him,  and  the 
mercantile  business  having  greater  attractions  for  him 
than  medicine,  he  soon  after  formed  a  partnership  with 
his  brother-in-law,  the  late  Jeremiah  C.  Garthwaite,*  in 
the  wholesale  clothing  business.  At  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war  the  firm  was  doing  a  very  large  business  in  the 

*  Jeremiah  Crane  Garthwaite  was  one  of   the  original   members    of   this. 
Society.    He  died  February  16,  1883,  at  Newark. 
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Southwest,  with  stores  in  New  Orleans  and  Galveston. 
The  war  crippled  their  business,  and  the  firm  was  finally 
dissolved  about  ten  years  ago.  In  1883  Mr.  Darcy  was 
appointed  Treasurer  of  the  city  of  Newark,  and  was  a 
Tax  Commissioner  of  the  city  from  1885  until  the  time 
■of  his  death.  He  was  largely  interested  at  one  time  in 
the  various  financial  enterprises  of  Newark,  and  in  its 
charities.  For  fifty-two  years  he  was  a  vestryman  of 
"Grace  Church,  and  had  given  the  parish  during  all  that 
time  most  devoted  service.  He  took  part  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Hospital  of  St.  Barnabas,  and  for  many  years 
was  one  of  the  most  faithful  and  efficient  members  of  its 
Board  of  Managers.  He  was  the  first  Foreman  of  Hook 
and  Ladder  Company  No.  i,  of  Newark,  which  had  on  its 
roll  such  men  as, Silas  Merchant,  Aaron  Coe,  J.  T.  Garth- 
waite  and  James  A.  Tichenor.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
trustees  of  the  Newark  Library  Association,  and  had  been 
a  director  in  the  State  Bank,  Newark  Savings  Institution, 
and  old  Firemen's  Insurance  Company.  On  May  25, 
1 84 1,  he  married  Anne  Mackenzie,  daughter  of  Judge 
George  K.  Drake,  who  died  December  21st,  1880.  Five 
^children  survive  him — Mrs.  Edmund  D.  Halsey,  Mrs. 
Edward  Q.  Keasbey,  Anna  J.  Darcy,  Henry  I\Iackenzie 
Darcy  and  John  Stevens  Darcy.  He  was  admitted  as  a 
member  of  this  Society,  January  20,  1848,  and  on  j\lay 
19,  1859,  was  a  member  of  the  committee  to  procure 
funds  for  the  publication  of  the  early  records  of  Newark. 
He  aided  in  the  purchase  of  the  Park  Street  property, 
and  in  every  way  showed  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  Society.  He  invariably  attended  the  meetings 
held  in  Newark.  Mr.  Darcy's  name  has  always  been  a 
.synonym  for  honesty,  and  in  private  as  well  as  in  business 
life  no  reproach  was  ever  cast  upon  him.  He  was  prompt 
and  energetic  in  all  that  he  undertook,  and  was  exceed- 
ingly charitable— often  beyond  his  means.  The  legacy  of 
character  which  such  a  man  leaves  to  his  children,  is 
worth  far  more  than  wealth  and  title.    He  was  an  upright 
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and  useful  citizen,  a  most  capable  and  trustworthy  public 
servant:  and  a  faithful  friend  of  this  association. 


JOHN    FRELINGHUYSEN    HAGEMAN,    SR. 

John  Frelinghuysen  Hageman,  Sr.,  was  born  at  Har- 
lingen,  N.  J.,  February  4,  1816,  and  died  May  30,  1892,  at 
Princeton.  His  father's  name  was  Abraham  Prall  Hage- 
man, who  was  a  physician.  Mr.  Hageman  was  prepared 
for  college  at  the  New  Brunswick  Grammar  School,  and 
entered  Rutgers,  graduating  from  thence  in  1836.  By  a 
sad  coincidence  we  are  to  hear  read  to-day  a  paper  on 
Justice  Bradley,  of  that  class,  read  by  Cortlandt  Parker, 
of  the  same  class.  After  graduation  Mr.  Hageman 
studied  law  in  the  office  of  the  late  Judge  Richard  S. 
Field,  in  Princeton,  and  having  been  admitted  to  the  Bar 
at  the  November  Term,  1839,  he  immediately  opened  a 
law  office  in  that  town,  and  lived  there  ever  after.  He 
was  licensed  as  a  Counsellor  at  the  February  term,  1843. 
He  soon  acquired  an  excellent  practice,  being  regarded 
not  only  as  an  able,  lawyer,  but  as  a  wise  and  consci- 
entious adviser.  In  1850  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  was  in  his  seat  every  day  of  the 
session  except  two.  He  was  appointed  Prosecutor  of  Mer- 
cer County  in  1862,  holding  the  office  five  years.  During 
his  term  he  had  occasion,  in  1863,  to  conduct  the  trial  of 
Charles  Lewis  for  the  murder,  on  November  13,  1862,  of 
James  Rowland,  a  watchmaker  and  jeweler  in  Princeton. 
His  management  of  the  case  was  masterly,  and  although 
he  had  to  rely  on  circumstantial  evidence,  he  secured  the 
conviction  of  the  murderer,  who  was  subsequently  execut- 
ed for  his  crime.  In  1866  he  prosecuted  several  members 
of  the  Legislature  for  bribery.  In  December,  1875,  he  was 
admitted  as  Attorney  and  Counsellor  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Hageman  was  a 
man  of  great  executive  ability  and  of  untiring  in- 
dustry.    Although   his    law    practice    was    sufficient    to 
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keep  an  ordinary  man  busy,  he  owned  and  edited  the 
Princeton  Standard,  from  1859  to  1867,  a  paper  which 
was  a  power  for  good  in  the  community,  especially 
during  the  trying  war  times.  An  able  and  pleasing 
speaker,  he  was  constantly  called  upon  to  deliver  ad- 
dresses at  meetings  for  religious,  social  reform,  benevo- 
lent, political,  literary  and  historical  objects,  and  at 
gatherings  of  the  Bar.  Having  joined  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Princeton,  March  3,  185 1,  he  was  soon 
after  chosen  one  of  its  Ruling  Elders,  and  continued 
in  that  office  until  his  death.  He  was  one  of  the  trustees 
of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  Princeton  from  1857  dur- 
ing the  rest  of  his  life,  being  for  several  years  past  the 
senior  member  of  that  body ;  he  was  President  of  the 
Princeton  Bible  Society  for  eight  years  before  his  death ; 
he  was  an  original  member  of  the  association  formed  to 
secure  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  commemorate  the 
battle  of  Princeton,  and  was  a  trustee  of  various  other 
local  benevolent  and  charitable  institutions,  and  a 
director  in  various  corporations.  After  giving  up  his  pa- 
per his  pen  was  by  no  means  idle,  for  he  wrote  and  spoke 
much,  and  always  effectively.  A  noble  monument  to  his 
literary  and  historical  ability,  and  a  splendid  contribution 
to  the  history  of  New  Jersey  is  his  ''  History  of  Princeton 
and  its  Institutions,"  in  two  large  octavo  volumes,  pub- 
lished in  1879.  In  1882  he  contributed  a  condensed  His- 
tory of  Princeton  to  the  ''  History  of  Burlington  and 
Mercer  Counties."  In  1889  he  published  a  work  on 
^'Privileged  Communications  as  a  Branch  of  Legal  Evi- 
dence," a  contribution  to  the  literature  of  the  law  which 
has  already  taken  high  rank  in  the  profession.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  for  a  year  or  two  previous,  he  had 
been  preparing  a  treatise  on  "  The  Civil  Law  of  the  Sab- 
bath," but  unfortunately  he  had  only  about  half  finished 
it.  In  1872  he  published  a  memoir  of  Dr.  A.  P.  Hagc- 
man.  He  wrote  and  published  numerous  articles  on 
Prison  Reform  and  other  humanitarian,  and  religious  and 
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literary  topics.  Mr.  Hageman  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  November  5,  1845  ;  he 
was  not  satisfied  with  the  decision  locating  the  Society's 
library  at  Newark,  however,  and  withdrew  from  active 
membership  for  several  years.  Subsequently  he  returned, 
and  no  member  was  more  interested  than  he  in  the  Socie- 
ty's work,  or  more  regular  in  attendance  at  its  meetings, 
nor  at  the  sessions  of  the  Executive  Committee,  of  which 
he  was  a  member  from  1882.  By  request  he  read  several 
papers  before  the  Society,  among  them  Princeton  in  the 
Revolution,  January  18,  1877  ;  Religious  Liberty  in  New 
Jersey,  January  20,  1881  ;  Memorial  of  Samuel  Allinson, 
the  Philanthropist  of  New  Jersey,  May  14,  1884  ;  The 
Life,  Character  and  Services  of  Frederick  T.  Frelinghuy- 
sen,  LL.  D.,  of  New  Jersey,  late  Secretary  of  State  in 
President  Arthur's  Cabinet,  May  20,  1886;  and  a  brief 
biographical  sketch  of  Paul  Tulane,  of  Princeton,  the 
founder  of  Tulane  University,  New  Orleans,  May  19, 1887. 
His  impromptu  remarks  at  the  meetings  of  the  Society 
were  always  fresh  and  admirable  in  tone.  His  presence 
was  an  inspiration. 

Mr.  Hageman  married  first.  May  26,  1847,  Sarah 
Sergeant  Miller,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Mil- 
ler, D.  D.,  LL.D.,  one  of  the  first  two  professors  of 
the  Theological  Seminary.  Three  children  were  the 
fruit  of  this  marriage — Rev.  Samuel  Miller  Hageman, 
now  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  ;  John  Frelinghuysen  Hageman, 
Jr.,  now  a  counsellor-at-law  in  Princeton,  and  Edward 
Hageman,  who  died  in  infancy,  March  9,  1856.  Mrs. 
Hageman  died  August  30,  1867.  He  married  second, 
August  15,  1883,  Mary  Hutchings  Herbert,  widow  of 
Major  Charles  Herbert,  a  lawyer  of  New  Brunswick,  and 
former  Prosecutor  of  the  Pleas  of  Middlesex  County. 
This  lady  survives  him. 

Adopting  the  words  of  the  Princeton  Press,  from  which 
this  imperfect  notice  has  been  principally  compiled,  we 
may  say  : 
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"  He  was  a  courteous  gentleman,  a  good  citizen,  an  able 
lawyer,  a  valued  friend,  and  a  faithful  church  member. 
He  was  one  of  our  most  distinguished  laymen.  The  com- 
munity has  lost  in  him  one  whom  they  can  ill  afford  to 
spare.  He  was  not  ambitious  of  office  or  position.  It 
was  never  earnestly  sought  by  him.  If  it  came  it  was 
thrust  upon  him,  and  assumed  as  a  duty.  He  has  died  in 
a  good  old  age — his  seventy-seventh  year— full  of  bless- 
ing ;  and  to  add  to  all  his  other  honors,  he  has  died  '  fear- 
ing God.'  His  last  days"  were  eminently  pleasant  and 
happy.  '  Lover  and  friend  has  thou  put  far  from  me, 
and  mine  acquaintance  into  darkness.'"* 


MRS,    MARTHA    J.    LAMB. 

Martha  Joan  Reade  Nash,  was  born  in  1828,  in  Plain- 
field,  Mass.;  married  in  1852,  Charles  A.  Lamb;  died  in 
New  York  city,  January  2,  1893.  vShe  was  a  daughter  of 
Arvin  Nash,  and  granddaughter  of  Jacob  Nash,  a  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  and  Joan  Reade,  whose  ancestors  came 
to  America  in  the  Mayflower.  In  her  childhood  she  de- 
veloped a  great  fondness  for  historical  reading.  Subse- 
quently she  became  very  proficient  in  mathematics,  and 
was  a  teacher  in  a  Polytechnic  Institution.  In  1866  she 
took  up  her  residence  in  New  York  city,  and  in  1877  she 
published  her  monumental  work,  in  two  royal  octavo 
volumes,  "The  History  of  the  City  of  New  York." 
In  1882,  she  assumed  the  editorial  charge  of  the  Mag- 
azine of  American  History,  which  she  soon  made  ex- 
ceedingly popular  and  successful.  She  had  the  rare  fac- 
ulty of  presenting  history  in  a  form  as  fascinating  as  a 
novel,  without  sacrificing  the  truth.  vShe  was  elected  an 
honorary  member  of  this  Society  at  Princeton,  November 
28,  1888.  At  the  same  meetmg  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  a  paper  read  by  one  of  the  lady  members  of  the 

*  Psalm  Ixxviii,  i8. 
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Society,  in  which  Mrs.  Lamb's  life  work  and  admirable, 
traits  were  most  gracefully  and  eloquently  portrayed. 
That  paper,  the  first  ever  prepared  for  our  Society  by  a 
woman,  *  and  relating  to  the  first  woman  ever  elected 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Society,  was  published  with 
the  proceedings  of  that  meeting.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  add  anything  to  it  by  way  of  characterization  or  de- 
scription of  the  work  and  abilities  of  Mrs.  Lamb  as  an 
historian.  One  year  ago,  for  the  first  time  in  our  history^ 
we  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  a  woman  read  a  paper 
before  our  Society,  and  all  who  were  fortunate  enough 
to  be  present  on  that  occasion  will  remember  how  de- 
lightfully Mrs.  Lamb  entertained  her  hearers  for  an  hour,, 
while,  with  her  graphic  pen  and  pleasant  voice,  she  de- 
scribed the  salient  features  connected  with  the  first  three 
important  colonial  settlements  in  the  United  States — 
Jamestown,  New  York  and  Plymouth.  It  is  with  mel- 
ancholy pleasure  that  this  brief  and  imperfect  tribute  to 
Mrs.  Lamb  is  presented  to  the  Society  at  this  time. 


BENJAMIN    WILLIAMSON. 

Benjamin  Williamson  was  born  at  Elizabeth  in  1809^ 
and  died  in  the  house  where  he  was  born,  December  2, 
1892.  He  was  a  son  of  Isaac  H.  Williamson,  Govern6r 
and  Chancellor  of  New  Jersey,  1817-29,  and  Anne  Cross- 
dale,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Cavalier  Jouet,  by  his  second 
wife,  Mary  Hampton,  a  descendant  of  a  prominent  family 
of  Elizabeth.  He  was  graduated  from  Princeton  College 
in  1827 ;  studied  law  with  his  father  and  the  late  Chancellor 
Halstead;  was  licensed  as  an  attorney  at  the  November 
term,  1830,  and  three  years  later  as  a  counsellor.  In  1848 
he  was  appointed  Prosecutor  for  Essex  County.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1852,  he  was  appointed  Chancellor,  which  high  ofhce  he 
held  for  the  full  term  of  seven  years.    In  1857  he  received 

*    Mrs.  Emeline  G.  Pierson,  of  Elizabeth. 
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the  degree  of  LL.D.,  from  his  alma  mater.  After  com- 
pleting his  term  as  Chancellor  he  resumed  his  practice  at 
the  Bar,  and  was  constantly  engaged  in  the  trial  and 
argument  of  the  most  important  cases  before  the  courts 
of  New  Jersey.  In  the  words  of  the  New  Jersey  Law 
Journal:  "He  was  a  powerful  advocate  before  juries; 
and  on  account  of  his  intimate  and  thorough  acquaintance 
with  the  principles  of  the  law,  and  his  wonderful  ability 
in  their  application,  he  exercised  great  influence  over 
courts."  Soon  after  his  admission  to  the  Bar,  Mr.  Will- 
iamson was  married  to  Elizabeth  Beasley,  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  Frederick  Beasley,  formerly  Provost  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  and  afterwards  Rector  of  St. 
John's  Church  in  Elizabeth.  She  died  in  1878,  while  on  a 
visit  to  Lake  George.  Their  children  were — Benjamin, 
Jr.,  Isaac  Halstead,  Frederick  Beasley,  Mrs.  Rufus  King, 
Mrs.  James  W.  Alexander,  Mrs.  David  P.  Thomas  and 
Mrs.  Arthur  Pell,  all  living  ;  also  three  children  who  died 
before  the  Chancellor :  Mrs.  John  T.  Gilchrist,  Mrs. 
Oscar  Kean,  and  the  Rev.  Henry  Williamson,  an  Episco- 
palian clergyman.  Chancellor  Williamson  was  one  of  the 
most  striking  figures  on  the  bench  and  at  the  Bar  of  New 
Jersey  for  half  a  century.  He  was  elected  a  member  of 
this  Society  January  15,  1846. 


MRS.    MARY    GIBBONS    SPENCER    WOOD. 

Mary  Gibbons  Spencer,  born  at  Elizabeth  in  1 8 1 7 ; 
married  the  Honorable  William  Nelson  Wood,  February 
22,  1837  ;  died  at  Elizabeth,  September  6,  1892.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Dr.  Oliver  Hatfield  Spencer  (grandson  of 
Colonel  Oliver  Spencer),  and  Hannah  Dayton  (daughter  of 
General  Jonathan  Dayton).  Her  husband,  a  member  of  this 
Society  for  many  years,  died  in  Morristown,  July  25,  1865. 
Mrs.  Wood  was  a  highly  accomplished  lady,  with  a  reten- 
tive memory  and  a  great  fondness  for  reminiscences  of 
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her  ancestors,  especially  of  General  Jonathan  Dayton. 
She  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society  January  22, 
1889,  shortly  after  which  she  presented  11s  with  a  bundle 
of  exceedingly  interesting  letters  to  and  from  General 
Dayton.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  had  had  some 
correspondence  with  her  with  a  view  to  preparing  a 
memoir  of  General  Dayton,  and  availing  himself  to  that 
<end  of  Mrs.  Wood's  recollections. 


IIEPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  LIBRARY. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  respectfully  report  that 
since  the  meeting  in  May  last  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine  bound  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  Library, 
making  the  total  number  of  books  that  are,  or  that  should 
be  now,  upon  the  shelves,  14,490.  To  the  collection  of 
pamphlets  an  addition  of  510  was  made  during  the  same 
period.  The  Society  has  received  from  the  Wyoming 
Historical  and  Geological  Society  "■  The  Wyoming  Medal 
in  Commemoration  of  the  looth  Anniversary  of  the  Bat- 
tle and  Massacre  of  Wyoming,  July  3,  1778.  To  the  Col- 
lection of  Portraits  has  been  added  an  excellent  one  in 
crayon,  of  the  late  Col.  Edmund  L.  Joy,  a  deceased  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  ;  also  a  fine  portrait  of  the  late  Justice 
Joseph  P.  Bradley — both  framed. 
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^reaeurer'e  IReport 

GENERAL    STATEMENT. 
January  20,  1893. 

REAL    AND    PERSONAL   ESTATE. 

Park  Street  Property. $9,000  00 

Books  and  Furniture 10,00000 

Total $19,00000 

BARRON    FUND. 

In  American  Trust  Company.. _.  $1,729  40 

Howard  Savings  Institution _     2,714  27 

Total _ $4,443  67 

LIFE  members'   FUND. 

In  American  Trust  Company S225  65 

Dime  Savings  Institution. 364  33 

Howard  Savings  Institution -. 100  36 

Total -      $690  34 

AVAILABLE    FOR    CURRENT    EXPENSES. 

In  Howard  Savings  Institution $111  30 

Newark  Banking  Company 9^  61 

Total $20791 
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F.  W.  RicoRD,  Treasurer,  in  Account  with  the 
New  Jersey  Historical  Society: 


Balance  on  hand,  May 

18,  1892.-. $1,121  13 

Initiation  fees,  Jan.  20, 

1892 20  00 

Annual  Dues.. ._  9300 

Rents 400  00 

Interest.. _ __  Brio 

Books  sold 59I00 

Other  sources. -  41  9o 


$1,816  13 


1893. 
Jan.  20. 

S.  &  J.  Davis-. ._  $49  00 

Trenton  Times 230 

Paterson  Press.. 76  50 

American  Insurance  Co_  35  00 

Nat.  Banking  Co.,  Rent  250  00 

Post  Office  Bills 4  00 

J.  Gauch  &  Bro 900 

J.  F.  Glutting 3  25 

Weekly  Bulletin 100 

Nat.  Banking  Co.,  Rent  250  00 

Penn.  R.  R.  Co i  80 

To  Barron  Fund  in  How- 
ard Savings  Institution  41  90 

Salary  F.  W.  R 666  64 

Salary  T.  Brunner 159  00 

Petit  Expenses 58  83 

|i,6o8  22 
Bal,  in  Newark  Banking 

Co 96  61 

Bal.  in  Howard .  Savings 

Institution ._  iii  30 

$1,816  13 
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Booft0  IRelating  to  IHcw  Jerae?. 

PUBLISHED    IN    1892.* 

Inscriptions  on  Tombstones  and  Monuments  in  the 
Burying  Grounds  of  The  First  Presbyterian  Church  and 
St.  John's  Church  at  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey,  1664— 1892. 
By  Wm.  Ogden  Wheeler  and  Edmund  D.  Halsey. 

History  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Morris- 
town,  N.  J. 

The  Record  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Mor- 
ristown,  N.  J. 
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Paterson,  N.  J.,  1 792-1 892."  Illustrated.  Compiled 
by  Edward  B.  Haines.     Paterson. 
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Historico-Genealogical  Sketch  of  Colonel  Thomas 
Lowrey  and  Esther  Fleming  his  Wife.  By  Henry  Race, 
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JUSTICE   JOSEPH  P.  BRADLEY. 

"As  a  scieilce  the  law  can  only  be  acquired  by  long 
*'and  patient  study.  But  it  is  necessary  to  warn  you  that 
"  as  a  science  it  is  not  to  be  acquired  in  a  day,  nor  in  a 
^'year,  but  only  by  the  '  lucubrationes  viginti  annoruin.^  As  in 
"  the  creation,  we  may  suppose  that  the  light  of  the  stars 
"did  not  all  burst  upon  man  at  a  single  moment,  but 
"  came  upon  him  from  their  distant  chambers  in  succes- 
"  sive  beams  one  after  another,  according  to  their  recon- 
"  dite  stations  in  space,  so  in  the  study  of  law,  one  great 
"  principle  after  another  comes  to  the  yearning  mind  and 
"  overspreads  it  with  light  and  gladness;  and  many  long 
"years  may  elapse  before  one  can  feel  that  he  has  really 
"  mastered  the  law,  and  fully  obtained  that  'gladsome  light 
"of  jurisprudence,'  spoken  of  by  Lord  Coke.  There  may 
"  be  one  or  two  men  in  a  generation  of  startling  genius, 
"  who,  by  some  natural  inspiration  or  instinct,  become 
"  great  lawyers  at  a  bound  and  achieve  a  glorious  career 
"without  any  great  study  or  seeming  effort.  But  they 
"  appear  like  the  summer  tornado,  without  observation  or 
"premonition.  They  are  a  law  unto  themselves  alone, 
"  and  furnish  no  guide  or  example  for  others.  Ordinary 
"  men  are  not  thus  inspired  ;  it  will  not  be  safe  for  you  to 
"hope  for  any  such  inspiration.  You  must  calculate  on 
"  traveling  the  old  dusty  road  which  we  have  all  traveled 
"  before  you.  You  must  look  forward  to  hard  toil  and 
"  vslow  and  steady  acquirement.  Unless  you  can  make  up 
"  your  mind  to  this,  you  had  better  undertake  some  other 
"pursuit.  I  do  not  wish  to  discourage  you,  but  to  set 
"before  you  the  truth.  The  reward  of  perseverance  is 
■^"  sufficiently  splendid  to  give  you  courage  and  hope  ;  but 
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"  you  cannot  expect  to  realize  it  for  many  years  to  come^ 
''  and  those  must  be  years  of  labor  and  study  and  patient 
"expectation.'^ 

These  are  the  words  of  the  man,  long  an  attached  and 
active  member  of  this  Society,  whom  it  is  my  business  at 
this  time  to  commemorate.  They  are  aiitobiographical. 
It  was  with  a  full  belief  in  their  truth  that  he  began  the 
study  of  the  noble  profession  which  he  has  adorned. 
They  were  written  and  uttered  to  a  society  of  young 
men,  when  he  had  lived  the  life  they  portray,  and  won 
the  prizes  they  promise.  I  cannot  better  begin  my  task 
already  twice  performed  elsewhere,  than  by  pronouncing 
them  myself,  as  a  preface  to  the  story  of  his  life  and 
character. 

Joseph  Philo  Bradley  was  born  on  a  farm  in  the 
Helderberg  Mountain,  famous  for  the  Anti-Rent  riots 
and  resistance  many  years  ago,  March  14,  1813.  He  died 
January  22,  1892 — a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  the  most  august  tribunal,  all  things  con- 
sidered, in  the  world.  Nor  only  this.  When  he  passed 
away,  the  severely  critical  profession  to  which  he  be- 
longed, had,  by  common  consent,  awarded  him  the  merit 
of  being  a  great  Judge,  equal  to  any  or  perhaps  the  ablest, 
then  on  that  great  Bench. 

His  education  was  of  the  simplest  sort.  It  was  not 
even  a  common  school  education.  It  was  one  of  a  winter- 
school.  But  he  was  early  renowned  as  a  scholar,  in  that 
region  devoid  of  scholarship.  He  was  especially  great  in 
arithmetic — l/ie  mystery  par  eminence  of  that  community. 
Devouring  all  books,  he  gave  his  special  attention  to  the 
science  of  numbers,  and  with  such  success  that  at  the  age 
of  fifteen,  /le  was  selected  as  the  teacher  of  the  winter 
school.  Such  precocity  secured  him  local  fame,  and  such 
success  stimulated  his  resolution  to  be  a  thoroughly  edu- 
cated man.  And,  after  all,  his  will  power,  distinguished 
as  was  his  intellect,   was  his    great  power.     Obstacles. 
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never  daunted  him.     They  were  rather  stimulants.     And 
of  this  he  gave  proof  at  the  very  beginning. 

He  had  been  nearly  five  years  busy  in  the  humble  walk 
of  life  which  belonged  to  him.  In  spring,  summer  and 
autumn  he  worked  like  other  farm  laborers.  In  the 
later  period  of  the  year,  he  made  charcoal  on  the  moun- 
tains, hauled  it  to  Albany  and  sold  it  in  the  streets.  And 
in  the  evenings  he  taught  his  school,  initiating  his  com- 
panions in  poverty  and  labor  in  the  mysteries  of  simplest 
mathemathics.  He  himself  aimed  higher.  Algebra  and 
surveying  were  known  to  him.  Probably,  but  for  what 
the  world  calls  accident,  he  might  have  adopted  the  pro- 
fession of  land  surveying,  ennobled  by  ranking  among 
its  members  such  a  man  as  George  Washington. 

Those  who  knew  him  in  later  life  can  understand  how 
he  champed  the  bit  while  apparently  doomed  to  a  life  of 
such  simplicity,  hvimility,  and  lack  of  excitement  as  that, 
of  a  farmer;  a  farmer  in  the  stony,  barren  Helderberg. 
Every  year,  every  advance,  strengthened  his  resolve  to 
be  more  than  he  was,  to  climb  the  hill  Difficulty  at 
whatever  cost ;  to  have  education,  culture,  and  its  re- 
wards whatever  they  might  be.  Family,  friends,  every- 
thing, he  cast  behind  him,  and  only  looked  onward  and 
upward. 

In  this  state  of  feeling  and  resolve,  he  watched  oppor- 
tunity. We  narrate  an  incident  in  his  own  words  given 
by  one  of  his  dearest  and  ablest  friends  :  *  Justice  Brad- 
ley, while  walking  near  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  River,. 
pointed  to  the  old  steamboat  landing  at  Catskill,  and  said 
to  me  :  "An  incident  occurred  there  when  I  was  a  boy 
which  determined  my  career  in  life.  While  working 
upon  my  father's  farm  I  received  a  letter  from  New 
York  informing  me  that  a  New  York  grocer  wanted 
a  young  man  in  his  store  and  that  I  could  have  the 
position.  I  packed  my  clothes  and  walked  to  the- 
Catskill  landing,   intending    to    take   the    steamboat    on 

*  George  Harding,  of  Philadelphia. 
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its  way  from  Albany  to  New  York.  It  was  late  in 
the  fall,  and  during  the  preceding  night  a  thin  layer 
of  ice  had  formed  around  the  pier  and  extended  out 
into  the  river.  The  steamboat  approached  the  wharf, 
but  the  ice  interfered  with  its  landing.  The  boat 
backed  out  and  made  a  second,  and  then  a  third,  un- 
successful attempt  at  landing.  Then  the  captain  waved 
his  hand  to  those  on  shore,  and  the  boat  pursued  its 
course  to  New  York.  I  knew  it  was  the  last  trip  of  the 
boat  for  that  season.  I  turned  away,  sad  and  disappoint- 
ed. I  felt  that  my  prospect  in  life  was  gone.  I  walked 
into  the  little  inn  and  sat  down  to  reflect  what  I  should 
-do.  While  I  sat  there,  despondent  and  gloomy,  the  domi- 
nie of  the  village  came  in.  I  told  him  of  my  disappoint- 
ment and  that  my  future  was  dark.  He  said  :  '  Come 
with  me  and  I  will  find  some  work  for  you  about  my 
place,  and  you  can  study  at  night,  and  at  odd  times,  un- 
der my  direction.'  I  picked  up  my  bundle  and  accom- 
panied him  home.  By  night  I  studied  the  few  books  he 
had,  and  in  the  day  I  made  myself  useful  to  him.  He 
directed  my  thoughts  to  studying  I^atin  and  Greek  and 
preparing  for  the  ministry,  and  so  it  came  out  that  I  was 
afterwards  sent  to  Rutgers  College.  On  how  little  a 
thing,  he  said,  a  man's  career  in  life  depends.  If  the 
boat  had  reached  the  wharf  I  should  have  been  a  grocer's 
-clerk,  and  probably  a  grocer." 

I  adopt  this  narration  as  preferable  to  the  tradition 
among  his  friends  at  college.  Evidently  it  is  the  same 
thing  with  more  precise  circumstances.  According  to 
this  he  departed  from  his  home  without  taking  leave  of 
his  family  or  his  friends,  determined  to  reach  New  York 
..and  there  somehow  earn  enough  to  attain  an  edu- 
cation. An  accident  prevented  his  reaching  there  the 
first  time.  On  a  later  journey,  while  stealing  away,  the 
Reformed  Dutch  clergyman  of  the  precinct  met  him^ 
praised  his  industry  and  his  success,  and  offered  to  teach 
him   Latin   and   Greek.     He   embraced    this   offer    with 
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characteristic  avidity,  and  made  every  use  of  his  oppor- 
tunity. Very  soon,  the  following;  autumn,  I  think,  he 
came  to  Rutgers  College,  an  institution  mainly  dependent 
for  scholars  upon  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  and  en- 
tered the  freshman  class.  He  had  prepared  himself  for 
it,  too.  True,  he  had  read  almost  nothing.  A  little  book 
made  up  from  Livy,  entitled  "Viri  Rornae,"  was  all  his 
Latin.  Three  chapters  of  St.  John's  Gospel  were  all  his 
Greek.  But  the  grammars, — he  knew  them  from  cover 
to  cover,  with  a  completeness  which  made  translation 
easy. 

I  met  and  was  introduced  to  him  the  day  of  his  arrival. 
Lincoln  himself  in  his  early  youth  was  not  much  stranger 
in  personnel.  His  doting  mother  had  made  every  garment 
that  he  wore  ;  the  very  wool  of  each  was  from  the  sheep 
on  the  farm. 

He  boarded,  at  first,  on  a  farm  near  two  miles  from 
college,  and  soon  rumors  what  a  student  he  was  began  to 
prevail.  His  reputation  was  enhanced  by  his  falling  sick, 
for  a  time  almost  desperately,  and  by  stories  that  it  was 
brain  fever  from  over-work.  But  he  recovered,  and  in 
the  second  year  of  his  college  life  leaped  into  my  own 
class — from  a  freshman  becoming  a  junior.  Such  a  thing 
had  never  before  happened.  There  were  among  us  sev- 
eral lads  of  capacity  and  ambition.  He  was  a  man, 
twenty-one  years  old.  His  new  classmates  were  mainly 
boys  from  fourteen  to  sixteen.  He  had  a  purpose — we 
were  but  vessels  into  which  knowledge  was  poured.  And 
so  he  strode  to  the  front,  and  with  such  plain  desert 
that  no  one  was  displeased.  He  crossed  no  one's  path. 
He  was  busy  getting  his  education  ;  disciplining  his 
mind.  He  cared  for  no  honors;  sought  no  applause; 
cultivated  no  social  clique.     He  simply  sought  to  learn. 

But  books,  good  books,  old  books,  were  his  passion. 
Somehow,  he  foimd  time  to  learn  what  these  were.  He 
explored  the  college  library  completely.     There  was  no 
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treasure  there  of  which  he  was  not  informed.  And  he 
mastered  everything  worth  mastering.  Authors  of  the 
Elizabethan  age  were  his  peculiar  delight.  A  small 
coterie^  of  which  he  was  chief,  got  the  soubriquet  of  being 
''Elizabethan  age"  scholars. 

While  first  in  every  department  of  scholarship,  he  also 
devoted  himself  to  the  exercises  of  the  Literary  society 
of  which  he,  myself,  and  others  among  his  friends  were 
members.  He  became  distinguished  in  composition  and 
debate. 

Otirs  was  a  small  college  of  not  more  than  eighty  stu- 
dents. In  my  judgment  those  who  were  there  were  none 
the  worse  off  for  its  lack  of  numbers.  We  were  taught 
by  professors,  not  by  tutors.  And  individuality  was  bet- 
ter developed. 

A  struggle  occurred  between  the  faculty  and  our  soci- 
ety which  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  Judge  Bradley's 
future.  We  were  commanded  to  rescind  some  resolu- 
tions, of  which  the  faculty,  spite  of  the  fact  that  we  were 
.a  secret  society,  got  wind.  We  would  not  do  it.  We  said 
that  resolutions  of  a  secret  society  were  no  overt  act,  and 
that  the  faculty  might  as  well  command  individuals  to 
rescind  their  unexpressed  sentiments  or  their  soliloquies. 
The  contest  was  long  and  bitter.  It  V\^as  carried  to  the 
trustees,  with  whose  request,  and  for  the  sake  of  peace, 
we  complied.  In  this  battle  Judge  Bradley  was  our  leader, 
,and  the  paper  in  which  he  presented  our  case,  its 
^author  never  known,  elicited  the  wondering  encomiums 
•of  the  distinguished  bodies  to  whom  it  was  presented. 

But  Judge  Bradley  displayed  traits  of  character  in  this 
•controversy  which  convinced  all  his  friends  that  the  pro- 
fession to  which  he  then  looked  was  not  the  profession 
for  him,  and  that  the  law  was.  He  was  not  loth  to  receive 
our  advice.  Opportunity  offered  itself.  A  classic  school 
some  ten  miles  away  needed  a  teacher.  The  post  was 
tendered  him,  the  faculty  giving  him  a  diploma  without 
requiriiig  the  last  term's   study   from  him.     He  gladly 
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accepted  it,  giving  up,  of  course,  the  first  honor,  which, 
had  he  remained,  he  must  have  won. 

His  success  in  this  school  almost  made  him  a  professor. 
His  pupils  idolized  him.  He  taught  them  to  think,  and 
to  love  to  think  and  understand.  He  was  so  thorough, 
so  simple,  so  clear.  And  he  made  them  his  companions, 
too,  and  won  their  affections  wonderfully. 

But  he  had  three  special  friends  among  his  classmates, 
who,  when  they  graduated,  studied  law — one  in  New 
York,  two,  of  whom  the  late  Secretary  Frelinghuysen 
was  one,  in  Newark.  We  were  anxious  that  he  should 
join  us,  in  one  place  or  the  other. 

An  opportunity  presented  itself.  Archer  Gifford,  the 
Collector  of  the  Port  of  Newark,  was  a  lawyer.  He  told 
one  of  us  one  day  that  he  needed  an  inspector  of  customs 
to  whom  he  could  give  a  salary,  small  but  sufficient  for 
his  support,  and  that  he  would  receive  him  into  his  office 
as  a  student  at  law.  The  communication  of  this  brought 
Judge  Bradley  to  Newark,  and  he  was  soon  established 
there.  In  three  years  more  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
and  began  a  struggle  for  practice.  It  was  in  1839.  The 
terrible  panic  of  1837  had  all  but  ruined  our  city.  There 
was  no  one  worth  suing.  There  were  no  contracts  mak- 
ing— no  sales  of  land.  Everything  was  well-nigh  stag- 
nant. 

It  was  a  hard  time  for  us,  indeed.  Mr.  Frelinghuysen 
had  succeeded  to  his  uncle's  practice,  and  his  progress 
upward  was  rapid.  Not  so  with  Judge  Bradley,  but  he 
had  the  good  fortune  to  form  a  partnership  with  an  influ- 
ential gentleman,  the  clerk  of  the  county,  through  which 
business  came,  which  Judge  Bradley  alone  transacted  for 
their 'joint  profit.  Then  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  employed 
him  quite  frequently  to  aid  /«>;/.  In  a  few  years  he  mar- 
ried. And  then  his  practice  sensibly  increased.  But  his 
early  years  at  the  bar  were  years  beyond  doubt  of  much 
pecuniary  want. 

To  help  along,  he  became  the  legislative  correspondent 
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of  the  then,  as  now,  perhaps,  leading  newspaper  of  the 
State,  the  Newark  Daily  Advertiser.  This  involved  little 
absence  from  practice  and  extended  his  acquaintance 
among  leading  men.  His  communications  were  widely 
read,  their  author  became  known,  and  their  good  sense 
and  literary  ability  increased  his  reputation. 

About  this  time  great  opposition  occurred  to  the  Cam- 
den and  Amboy  Railroad  Company — odious  as  an  as- 
serted monopoly  ;  and  believed,  wrongfully,  as  I  think  it 
turned  out,  to  have  been  unfaithful  to  the  State  as  one  of 
its  stockholders.  To  allay  the  excitement  which  arose, 
the  company  selected  three  citizens  of  the  highest  repute 
for  integrity  and  capacity  and  submitted  its  books  to 
their  examination.  This  board  selected  Judge  Bradley 
as  its  clerk.  He  possessed  minute  and  practical  knowl- 
edge of  book-keeping,  and  became  soon  thoroughly  fa- 
miliar, more  so  than  any  of  its  employees,  with  all  the 
afiEairs  of  the  corporation. 

The  report  of  these  gentlemen  intensified  the  excite- 
ment. They  were  christened  the  Whitewashing  Commit- 
tee, and  their  well-earned  lofty  character  was  no  shield 
against  the  most  cruel  animadversions.  The  Legislature 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  their  report,  but  appointed 
a  committee  of  their  own,  with  instructions  to  fathom  all 
the  supposed  iniquities  which  were  thought  to  be  con- 
cealed. 

Thus  put  on  their  defense,  the  corporation  chose  Judge 
Bradley  as  their  counsel.  He  spent  months  in  this  ser- 
vice, and  triumphantly.  And  such  was  the  reputation  he 
thus  acquired  that  he  was  made  the  regular  counsel  of 
the  corporation,  and  soon  after,  one  of  its  directors.  He 
was  thus  set  upon  the  pathway  to  fortune  and  professional 
fame.  He  retained  this  place,  and  was  the  counsel  of  the 
United  Canal  and  Railway  Company,  and  one  of  their 
most  influential  directors  when  he  was  selected  to  fill  the 
post  from  which  death  has  taken  him. 

This  position,  and  the  thorough  knowledge  of  the  law 
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which  his  habits  of  severe  study  had  given  him,  and  with 
his  possession  of  which  the  community  soon  became 
acquainted,  gave  him  a  large  and  lucrative  practice  of  a 
varied  character,  the  exhausting  nature  of  which  induced 
him,  so  he  said,  to  look  to  the  bench  as  a  means  of  ex- 
tending the  period  of  his  life. 

I  am  not  sure  that  he  was  not  right  in  this.  His  consti- 
tution in  early  life  was  frail.  On  at  least  three  occa- 
sions, within  my  own  knowledge,  he  was  in  great  peril. 
And  while  he  probably  depreciated,  until  experience 
taught  him,  the  severity  of  the  labor  required  of  the 
members  of  the  Supreme  Court,  he  escaped  there  the 
worry  which  so  much  exceeds  work  in  its  injury  to  vi- 
tality. 

His  practice  at  the  bar,  as  I  have  said,  was  a  very 
varied  one.  On  four  occasions  at  least,  as  I  remember, 
he  defended  parties  accused  of  homicide,  and  he  ap- 
peared in  other  criminal  cases.  But  that  branch  of  liti- 
gation was  certainly  neither  his  forte  nor  one  that  he 
desired.  In  real  estate  matters,  patents,  will  cases,  cor- 
poration cases,  constitutional  cases,  matters  of  contract, 
and  civil  actions  in  tort ;  in  fine,  in  every  sort  of  litigation 
he  had  a  large  share.  There  were  certainly  very  few 
causes  of  importance  in  which,  on  one  side  or  the  other, 
he  did  not  appear.  Secretary  Frelinghuysen  throughout 
his  practice  frequently  called  him  to  his  aid,  and  the  two 
together  were  not  easy  to  match — the  one  especially 
distinguished  in  every  art  of  forensic  skill  and  for  winning 
eloquence,  the  other  for  knowledge  of  the  law  and  skill  in 
its  application,  while  both  were  famous  for  pugnacity  and 
persistence. 

The  reports  of  the  Supreme  Court  since  he  was  a 
member  show,  and  the  profession  throughout  the  country 
acknowledge  and  admire,  the  depth  and  breadth  of  his 
legal  knowledge,  his  clear  apprehension  and  statement, 
his  clean-cut  logic,  his  power  of  lucid  exposition,  as  well 
as  his  unswerving  pursuit  of  the  right  as  he  regarded  it. 
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He  has  established,  far  and  wide,  his  reputation  as  a 
great  judge.  But  those  who  know  him  best,  in  my  judg- 
ment, will  speak  with  more  wonder  of  his  acquisitions  in 
other  departments  of  thought  than  the  law.  I  am  free 
to  say  that  it  has  not  ever  happened  to  me  to  meet  a  man 
informed  on  so  many  subjects  entirely  foreign  to  his  pro- 
fession— and  informed,  not  slightly  or  passably,  but  deep- 
ly— as  it  seemed,  thoroughly,  on  them  all  Literature, 
solid  or  light,  in  poetry  or  prose ;  science  ;  art ;  history, 
ancient  and  modern  ;  political  economy  ;  hieroglyphics  ; 
modern  languages,  studied  that  he  might  acquaint  him- 
self with  great  authors  in  their  own  tongues ;  the  He- 
brew and  kindred  tongues,  that  he  might  perfect  himself 
in  Biblical  study  ;  mathematics,  in  knowledge  of  which 
he  was  excelled  by  few — all  these  were  constantly  sub- 
jects of  his  study.  How  he  found  time  for  all  he  did  his 
friends  could  never  comprehend.  But  his  powers  of 
comprehension  and  acquisition  were  most  remarkable, 
and  his  memory  of  facts  and  doctrine  was  simply  a  won- 
der. Whatever  he  read  became  at  once  his  property,  and 
remained  so,  to  be  called  up  for  use  whenever  required. 

His  talent  as  an  advocate  was  great,  not  especially  in 
merely  fact  causes,  but  upon  questions  of  law;  and  before 
a  bench,  right  or  wrong,  he  was  among  the  most  formida- 
ble. And  his  shrewdness  in  management,  both  in  strate- 
gy and  tactics,  became,  in  time,  very  distinguished. 

His  special  intellectual  distinction  was  thoroughness. 
He  was  never  satisfied  till  he  had  gotten  to  the  very  bot- 
tom of  every  subject  to  which  he  devoted  himself.  In 
college  and  while  studying  law  he  studied  topics,  not 
text-books.  I  doubt  if  he  ever  read  a  treatise  consecu- 
tively through.  He  used  text-books  to  aid  him,  but  he 
adopted  no  man's  opinions  as  such.  If  he  had  a  fault  as 
a  lawyer,  perhaps  as  a  judge,  it  was,  I  think,  that  he 
feared  to  worship  the  doctrine  of  stare  decisis.  I  do  not 
mean  that  he  abjured  that  doctrine  ;  far  from  it.  I  mean 
only  that  he  thought  there  might  be  an  abject  submission 
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to  what  had  been  established  as  law,  and  so  was  readier 
than  many  to  follow  the  right  as  he  understood  it,  the 
opinions  of  others  to  the  contrary. 

He  was  not  generally  an  eloquent  speaker,  though 
earnest,  vehement  and  often  impassioned.  He  was  clear, 
orderly,  and  lucid.  Once,  in  the  defense  of  a  murder 
cause,  in  which  he  and  I  were  together,  he  displayed 
talent  as  an  orator  for  which  I  had  never  credited  him. 
He  was  like  Webster  then  in  weight  of  thought  and  in 
solemnity  of  diction. 

It  was  with  pride  that  we  all  in  New  Jersey  saw,  soon 
after  he  took  his  seat  upon  the  Bench,  that  he,  only  the 
second  man  who  for  a  century  has  been  called  to  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  from  our  bar,  was  so  emi- 
nent and  so  appreciated.  True,  he  was  born  in  New 
York  ;  but  his  education  and  his  legal  equipment  were  in 
New  Jersey.  We  are  rather  proud,  let  me  confess,  that 
we  have  given  to  the  highest  American  tribunal  Judge 
Paterson  and  Judge  Bradley. 

As  an  associate  and  a  friend  he  was  always  kindly 
and  manly.  He  practiced  no  popularizing  arts,  yet  he  was 
always  glad  to  do  a  kindness.  He  did  not  forget  his  own 
interest,  he  was,  indeed,  quite  alive  to  it,  but  he  invaded 
no  one's  rights.  He  loved  to  be  hospitable.  He  did  not 
forget  early  friends.  Over  the  mantel  in  the  room  he 
mostly  occupied  there  was  a  multitude  of  photographs, 
likenesses  of  the  friends  of  his  youth  ;  proof  of  the  ten- 
acity of  his  affections. 

He  was  a  patriot ;  in  doctrine  a  nationalist.  In  the 
dreadful  days  of  our  civil  war,  through  his  connection 
with  the  New  Jersey  Railroad  Companies,  he  was,  at  the 
early  crisis  of  the  war,  when  the  question  of  transporta- 
tion of  troops  to  Washington  was  vital,  of  much  more 
service  than  the  world  in  general  knew.  And  throughout 
the  struggle  he  was  a  power  for  good  to  the  country. 

Judge  Bradley  was-  a  great  lawyer.  But  he  was  not  a 
man  such  as  he  pictures  in  the  language  already  quoted 
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from  him — one  of  those  men  of  startling-  genius,  who,  by 
some  natural  inspiration  or  instinct,  become  great  lawyers 
at  a  bound,  and  achieve  a  glorious  career  without  any 
great  study  or  seeming  efEort.  He  was  not  an  Alexander 
Hamilton,  nor  a  Daniel  Webster,  nor  a  George  Wood,  nor 
a  Rufus  Choate,  nor,  perhaps,  a  Henry  W.  Green,  a  Sam- 
uel L.  Southard,  a  William  L.  Dayton  or  a  Chancellor 
Zabriskie.  But  none  of  these  men  surpassed  if  ever  they 
equalled  him  in  three  great  qualities — determination,  or 
what  I  call  will  power,  clearness  of  apprehension,  and 
scope,  accuracy  and  tenacity  of  memory.  To  these  quali- 
ties, and  especially,  I  think,  the  last,  in  which  he  far  ex- 
celled any  man  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  know,  he 
owed  both  his  professional  and  literary  eminence.  What 
he  read  or  learned  became  part  of  himself,  and  was  never 
forgotten,  and  never  where  he  could  not  on  any  occasion 
command  its  presence  for  use.  His  determination  to 
know,  made  him  acquainted  with  everything.  His  facul- 
ty of  attention  and  clearness  of  apprehension  gave  him  a 
scope  and  breadth  of  information,  most  wonderful.  His 
memory,  rejecting  words,  absorbed  ideas  and  facts,  and 
thus  '^traveling  the  old  dusty  road"  so  many  had  traveled 
before  him,  not  only  looking  forward  to,  but  delight- 
ing in  hard  toil  and  steady  acquirement,  after  years  of 
study  and  labor  and  patient  expectancy,  every  day  and 
every  year,  improving,  he  came  to  be  a  great  lawyer  and 
a  great  judge. 

I  must  be  pardoned  if  I  say  that  I  do  not  think  nature 
gifted  him  in  the  highest  degree  with  judicial  qualities. 
She  does  that  for  some  men.  They  are  judicious  without 
knowing  why.  Sound  judgment  with  them,  is  a  sort  of 
instinct.  Sometimes,  though  they  decide  rightly,  they 
absolutely  make  their  conclusions  unsatisfactory  when 
they  undertake  to  give  their  reasons.  Judge  Bradley  was 
a  logician.  His  conclusions  were  the  result  of  logic — 
were  arrived  at  by  close  reasoning.  It  took  him  some 
time  to  perfect  the  judicial  faculty,  the  more  so  because 
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in  his  case,  as  in  that  of  most  men  who  resemble  him  in 
the  possession  of  logical  power  and  habit,  he  had  little  or 
no  deference  for  the  mere  opinion  of  others.  His  deter- 
mination not  only  to  be,  but  to  know,  combined  with  his 
remarkable  memory,  invested  him  with  that  wealth  of 
information  upon  an  enormous  variety  of  topics  for 
which,  in  my  judgment,  he  was  more  distinguished  than 
he  even  was  at  law. 

Men  whose  profession  is  literature,  naturally  become 
■omniverous  of  information,  and  acquire  high  eminence 
on  many  various  subjects,  generally,  however,  kindred  in 
character.  But  if  there  was  any  subject  on  which  Judge 
Bradley  was  not  at  home,  I  do  not  know  it.  If  he  knew 
himself  that  he  was  not,  he  soon  made  it  otherwise.  And 
this,  although  thoroughly  faithful  to  his  acknowledged 
mistress,  the  science  of  the  Law.  Here  was  his  differ- 
ence from  other  men.  If  any  one  would  correctly  com- 
prehend this  point  of  his  intellectual  character,  let  him 
procure  and  refer  to,  the  catalogue  of  his  literary  library, 
which  was  lately  sold  at  auction  in  New  York.  History, 
ancient  and  modern,  foreign  languages  living  and  dead, 
mastered  in  order  that  he  might  better  appreciate  great 
authors,  with  whom  he  wished  to  become  acquainted — the 
Bible,  English,  Latin,  Greek,  Arabic,  foreign  anywhere — 
the  languages  from  which  it  had  been  translated, — art 
and  science,  especially  mathematical  and  mechanical — 
in  fine,  everything  worth  knowing  about  or  having, 
were  upon  his  shelves,  and  they  were  there  for 
use,  not  because  of  bibliomania,  though  he  certainly 
had  a  touch  of  that  disease.  Upon  two  subjects  his 
literary  library  was  very  full — the  Bible  and  mathe- 
matics. The  catalogue  referred  to  mentions  eighty  dif- 
ferent sets  of  books,  Bibles,  and  about  the  Bible,  and 
about  forty  sets  directly  about  mathematics,  with  over 
fifty  on  science,  and  kindred  works  not  counted.  There 
are  more  than  fifty  sets  on  foreign  history,  twenty 
on  American,  besides  collections  very  numerous  on  New 
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Jersey  and  New  York.  In  ancient  languages,  the  cata- 
logue shows  thirty  works,  in  modern  some  twenty  more, 
in  religion  over  fifty,  in  biography  fifty  odd,  while  ency- 
clopaedias and  dictionaries  were  specially  numerous. 
And  purchasers  in  many  instances  have  found  elaborate 
notes  in  Judge  Bradley's  handwriting,  proofs  that  the 
books  were  his  to  study,  not  merely  to  look  at,  and  each 
rendering  the  volume  more  valuable. 

How  the  man  got  through  with  his  Vv^ork — his  self  im- 
posed work  to  a  very  great  degree,  is,  indeed,  a  puzzle. 
But  the  fact  is,  his  recreation  was  simply  a  change  of 
employment.  The  two  things  which  he  principally  made 
recreations  were  chess  and  mathematics.  Problems  in 
these  were  delightful  to  him.  He  would  often  lay  aside 
important  work,  and  sit  up  beyond  midnight,  yes,  into 
the  dawn,  busy  in  working  out  some  problem  in  these,  to 
him,  delightful  subjects.  He  was  very  little  of  a  society 
man,  but  he  was  very  hospitable.  He  was  not  morose  or 
stern — quite  the  contrary.  He  was  amusingly  petulant — 
naturally  eccentric  ;  and  he  had  stimulated  eccentricity 
by  its  indulgence  throughout  his  life.  He  has  supplied 
the  profession  with  a  very  large  number  of  legal  anec- 
dotes, generally  illustrative  of  his  passionate  petulance 
and  eccentricity. 

With  all  this,  I  think  he  could  always  control  himself, 
and  avoid  creating  the  amusement  which  his  ebullitions 
of  temper  and  oddity  produced.  But  he  enjoyed  the 
amazement  and  amusement  which  his  sallies  always 
created. 

Beyond  all  question,  he  was  a  most  peculiar  man — 
grave  and  sedate  generally,  but  ready  to  unbend  and  very 
agreeable  when  he  did  so, — fond  of  displaying  his  learn- 
ing, and  literary  and  scientific  acquisitions,  but  careful 
lest  his  pleasure  should  weary — a  fond  husband  and  fath- 
er, a  public-spirited  citizen — affable,  popular,  friendly. 
•  In  politics  he  was,  first,  a  Whig,  then  a  Native  Ameri- 
can— on  the  breaking  out  of  secession,  a  Nationalist  and 
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Union  man — as  the  war  went  on,  a  Republican,  growing- 
more  and  more  decided  in  the  faith  throughout  the  strug- 
gle. In  1858,  he  was  named  by  Governor  Newell,  to  the 
State  Senate  with  five  others,  as  a  person  fit  for  the  office 
of  Chancellor. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  he  was  a  candidate  for  Congress 
The  same  worthy  gentleman,*  Democrat  in  politics,  who 
defeated  Governor  Pennington,  then  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  as  a  candidate  for  re-election, 
likewise  defeated  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  and  was  elected  a 
second  time  to  represent  Essex  and  Hudson  in  Congress 
— a  remarkable  illustration  of  how  little  patriotism  and 
talent  may  have  to  do  with  popular  choice. 

During  the  war  and  after  it  closed.  Judge  Bradley 
was  busy  in  his  profession,  and  as  a  leading  Director 
of  the  United  Canal  and  Railroad  Company  of  New 
Jersey.  In  1869,  when  General  Grant  was  President, 
it  became  necessary  to  appoint  a  Judge  of  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Judicial  Dis- 
trict of  Delaware,  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  for 
which  post  Mr.  Bradley  became  a  candidate.  His  legal 
brethren  supported  with  rare  unanimity  his  selection  for 
that  office.  It  was  reported  that  General  Grant  expressed 
his  surprise  at  the  number  and  character  of  the  recom- 
mendations Mr.  Bradley  received.  While  this  effort  to- 
place  him  in  judicial  life  was  going  on,  the  statute  was 
passed  which  enabled  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
who  had  attained  the  age  of  seventy,  and  had  been  ten 
years  upon  the  Bench,  to  retire,  enjoying  for  life  their 
salary.  The  motive  of  this  act  was  very  much  in  order 
to  aid  Judge  R.  C.  Grier,  whose  health  was  giving  way, 
and  who  had  been  upon  the  Bench  since  1846,  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  men  ever  there,  and  an  earnest  ad- 
mirer and  strong  personal  friend  of  Judge  Bradley,  whom 
he  urged  upon  President  Grant  as  the  proper  person  to 
succeed  him.     The  President  had  selected  the  very  able 

*    Hon.  Nehemiah  Perry. 
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and  excellent  Judge  McKennon  for  Circuit  Judge.  But 
the  recommendations  he  had  received,  together  with  the 
strong  views  of  Judge  Grier,  led  him  to  look  upon  Judge 
Bradley  with  great  favor.  He  gave  the  place,  however,  i 
first,  to  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  certain- 
ly richly  deserved  the  distinction.  He,  however,  died 
before  he  was  sworn  in.  Then  Judge  William  Strong,  of 
the  same  State,  received  the  appointment.  Another  va- 
cancy, however,  existed,  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
the  accomplished  John  A.  Campbell,  of  Alabama,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Civil  War,  and  this  was  filled  March  21, 
1870,  by  the  selection  of  Judge  Bradley.  He  was  then 
fifty-seven  years  and  one  week  old,  and  began  at  once  a 
most  distinguished  judicial  career.  His  was  the  South- 
'Crn  Circuit.  He  was  the  only  Northern  man  who  had 
ever  held  Court  continuously  in  it.  It  consisted 
of  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana 
and  Texas.  Piles  of  cases  had  accumulated  during 
the  long  interregnum  beginning  with  Judge  Campbell's 
resignation  in  1861.  Intricate  questions  of  late  date  had 
arisen,  through  the  action  of  legislatures  before,  through, 
and  since  the  Rebellion.  His  courts  were  held  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  May  of  each  year, 
.and  to  traverse  such  a  circuit  was  itself  a  toil.  The  sys- 
tems of  law  which  governed  some  of  these  States  were 
special  teri-ce  incognUce.  to  Judge  Bradley,  versed  only  in 
the  Common  Law  and  Equity  Law  of  this  State — the 
State  which  has  preserved  both  in  their  purity  more  per- 
fectly than  any  other  in  the  Union.  Judge  Bradley  was 
launched  at  once  into  the  administration  of  the  Civil  Law 
of  Louisiana,  and  the  semi-Spanish  Law  of  Texas,  be- 
sides the  law  of  Admiralty,  but  little  called  in  play  in  our 
Courts — and  his  practice  had  been  so  largely  in  our  State 
Courts,  that  to  administer  Federal  Jurisprudence  must  it- 
self have  been  no  insignificant  task,  especially  in  a  region 
where  Federal  Law  had  for  years  iDcen  odious.  It  is  hard 
-to  conceive  a  more  difficult  Judicial  position  than  what  he 
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had  to  fill.  He  met  the  task  which  had  devolved  on  him, 
most  completely  and  satisfactorily.  In  Louisiana  and 
Texas  he  was  specially  admired.  He  left  behind  him  a 
collection  of  books  upon  the  Civil  Law  now  on  the  shelves 
of  the  Law  Library  of  the  Prudential  Company  in  New- 
ark, which  evinces  how  thoroughly  he  studied  it.  In  fact, 
he  was  the  cause  of  astonishment  to  the  Bar  of  these 
States,  substantially  foreign  in  much  of  their  jurispru- 
dence. I  doubt  if  there  was  a  Northern  lawyer  living 
who  could  equal  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  most  peculiar 
and  exacting  judicial  duty.  He  produced  a  number  of 
decisions,  exhibiting  astonishing  learning  and  admirable 
judicial  force.  He  was  not  without  the  experiences  of  a 
young  judge.  But  it  was  soon  found  that  he  did  not  lack 
the  courage  of  his  convictions,  and  that  when  he  dissented 
from  his  brethren,  he  could  give  reasons  which  enforced 
their  respect. 

Shortly  after  he  came  to  the  Bench  the  second  hearing, 
on  re-argument,  of  the  great  question,  the  constitutional- 
ity of  the  law  of  Congress  making  Treasury  notes  a  legal 
tender,  came  before  the  Supreme  Court.  Indeed,  some 
of  the  press  went  so  far  as  to  charge  upon  President 
Grant  the  design  in  appointing  Judge  Strong  and  Judge 
Bradley,  to  obtain  a  reversal  of  the  decision  first  made,, 
and  these  excellent  men  and  high-minded  Judges  have 
been  accused  of  shaping  their  views,  to  please  the 
President  who  appointed  them.  The  injustice  and  folly 
of  these  aspersions  appear  at  once  by  attention  to  dates. 
The  first  decision  against  the  constitutionality  of  the 
legal  tender  act  was  rendered  on  the  7th  of  February,. 
1870.  The  nomination  of  Judge  Bradley  went  to  the 
Senate  on  the  same  day,  a  short  time  before  the  opinion 
in  that  case  was  read.  Did  President  Grant  or  Judge 
Bradley  know  before  the  latter  was  nominated,  what  the 
decision  was  to  be  ?  It  is  impossible.  The  question  had 
long  been  mooted,  but  was  always  avoided.  Several  of  the 
ablest  counsel  in  the  land  had  discussed  it  on  both  sides. 
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The  decision  first  made  created  excitement  among  law- 
yers as  well  as  civilians  everywhere.  Fifteen  Supreme 
Courts  in  as  many  States  were  of  a  different  opinion. 
The  United  States  Supreme  Court  was  composed  of  but 
eight  Judges.  One  of  them  had  left  the  Bench  when  the 
second  argument  occurred,  and  Judges  Strong  and  Brad- 
ley had  taken  their  seats,  thus  creating  a  full  Bench. 
These  facts,  with  a  consideration  of  the  great  importance 
of  the  case,  to  the  financial  world,  almost  required  a  new 
argument.  It  was,  indeed,  a  solemn  occasion.  For  if  the 
legal  tender  act  was  unconstitutional,  the  Rebellion  had 
been  suppressed  through  the  use  of  power  which  was  not 
lawful.  It  was  the  legal  tender  act  that  fed  our  armies 
and  supplied  us  with  the  munitions  of  war. 

The  two  new  Judges,  Messrs.  Strong  and  Bradley,  pro- 
nounced the  opinion  of  the  Court.  With  that  opinion, 
now  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  old,  the  Nation  is  satis- 
fied. The  contest  was  between  the  narrow  and  the  liberal 
construction  of  the  Constitution.  The  point  has  always 
seemed  to  me  to  be,  whether  the  Nation  could  protect  its 
own  life. 

The  opponents  of  the  constitutionality  of  this  act  based 
cheir  arguments  on  the  constitutional  provision  that  no 
State  should  coin  money,  emit  bills  of  credit  or  make  any- 
thing but  gold  or  silver  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts. 
Obviously,  that  did  not  in  terms  forbid  the  United  States 
from  doing  these  things.  But  it  was  argued  that  the 
Federal  Government  certainly  did  not  mean  that  power 
to  do  wrong  things  was  reserved  to  thein.  The  answ^er 
has  always  seemed  to  me  to  be,  that  the  thing  in  question 
being  a  matter  of  policy  and  not  of  moral  right,  a  familiar 
rule  of  construction  applied,  and  that  the  clause  should 
be  understood  as  if  it  said,  not  the  States,  but  the  Federal 
Government,  shall  coin  money,  emit  bills  of  credit  or 
make  anything  but  gold  and  silver  a  tender  in  payment 
of  debts.  And  another  simple  solution  of  the  problem 
has   always  seemed   to    me    tenable.      The    Constitution 
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confers  power  on  Congress  ''to  borrow  money  on  the 
credit  of  the  United  States."  If  so,  has  it  not  the  right 
to  enact  everything  which  will  aid  that  credit?  Does  any 
one  dispute  that  the  Congress  can  lawfully  enact  that  its 
notes  or  bonds  can  be  received  to  pay  taxes  and  debts 
due  and  all  demands  against  the  United  States  ?  Why  ? 
Because  this  gives  aid  to  the  credit  of  the  Union.  People 
will  more  readily  take  the  notes.  Just  so,  providing  that 
all  shall  likewise  receive  them  in  payment  of  their  debts, 
is  simply  aiding  the  Government's  credit.  Issuing  a 
treasury  note  is  just  as  much  exercising  the  power  of 
borrowing  money  as  making  an  interest-bearing  bond. 
Every  note,  however  small,  pledged  the  credit  of  the 
United  vStates.  The  receiver  took  it  because  he  would 
possess  in  it  something  with  which  he  could  pay  his  debts 
to  the  United  States  or  any  one  else  without  being  cum- 
bered with  heavy  weight.  If  the  United  States  issued 
bonds,  and  then  with  them  bought  a  ship  of  war,  it 
borrowed  money,  because  it  gave  promises  to  pay,  in  ex- 
change for  the  vessel.  It  pledged  its  credit  as  to  its  being 
money.  People,  throughout  hard  times  from  any  source, 
take  small  notes  given  by  individuals  as  money.  They 
treat  them  as  money.  They  make  them  money,  if  by  the 
word  ''money"  is  meant  a  circulating  medium  of  value. 

The  Constitution  must  be  construed  in  such  a  way  as 
to  enable  the  Government  to  preserve  its  own  existence. 
Policy  requires  that  no  State  should  usurp  the  govern- 
mental powers  of  coining,  that  is,  manufacturing,  money 
of  emitting  bills  of  credit,  or  of  making  anything  but 
gold  and  silver  a  legal  tender.  Permitting  the  States  to 
do  this  would  precipitate  confusion.  Such  acts  are,  to 
use  the  old  legal  expression,  royalties,  powers  inherent 
in  the  Supreme  National  Power.  But  policy  likewise 
requires  that  the  Federal  Government  shall  have  the 
power  to  do  all  these  things,  enjoy  and  exercise  all  these 
royalties. 

Another   legal   controversy   occurred   in    which  Judge 
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Bradley  took  a  prominent  part,  a  notice  of  which  ought 
to  accompany  a  review  of  his  life,  a  controversy  which 
threatened  to  pltmge  the  Nation,  tired  of  strife  "and  inter- 
necine contest,  into  another  civil  war. 

It  was  an  event,  famous  in  the  history  of  the  Nation ;, 
the  prevention  of  an  outbreak  of  violence  which,  until 
its  happy  adoption  and  conclusion,  seemed  almost  una- 
voidable, and  which,  but  for  firmness,  prudence,  and  pa- 
triotism, would  almost  certainly  have  plunged  the  nation, 
tired  though  it  was,  and  yearning  above  all  things  for 
peace,  into  a  civil  war  equally  dreadful  with  that  which 
was  just  over.  The  controversy  to  which  I  allude,  was 
that  decided  by  the  "  Electoral  Commission"  of  1877. 

The  situation,  most  before  me  will  recollect,  was  this. 
The  Presidential  struggle  of  1876  between  Samuel  J. 
Tilden  and  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  was  very  bitter,  and  the 
contest  extremely  close.  The  Electoral  certificates  trans- 
mitted to  the  President  of  the  Senate  gave  Mr.  Tilden 
one  hundred  and  eigiity-four  votes,  and  Mr.  Hayes  one 
hundred  and  eighty-five.  But  the  votes  of  Florida  (4), 
Louisiana  (8),  South  Carolina  (7),  and  Oregon  (3),  were 
contested. 

The  process  of  electing  our  President  is  established  by 
our  Constitution  and  law,  and  is  familiar  to  us  all.  There 
are  to  be  chosen  in  each  State  a  number  of  electors  equal 
to  that  of  its  representatives  in  the  two  houses  of  Con- 
gress. This  is  to  occur  on  the  Tuesday  after  the  first 
Monday  of  November  in  every  fourth  year.  The  deter- 
mination of  the  question  who  are  chosen  electors  is  to  be 
made  and  evidenced  by  State  authority.  That  being 
done,  the  electors  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  December^ 
having  with  them,  three  lists  of  the  names  of  the  electors 
of  each  State,  made,  certified  and  delivered  by  the  execu- 
tive of  each  State.  At  this  meeting  these  electors  vote 
by  ballot  for  President  and  Vice-President,  and  then 
make  distinct  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  President 
and  Vice-President  and  of  the  number  of  votes  for  each^ 
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which  lists  they  are  required  to  sign  and  certify  and 
transmit  sealed  to  Washington  directed  to  the  President 
of  the  Senate.  That  officer,  in  the  presence  of  the  two 
houses,  says  the  Constitution,  shall  open  all  the  certifi- 
cates, and  the  votes  shall  then  and  there  be  counted. 
The  law  thus  provided  for  no  contest.  Yet  con- 
test had  arisen  as  to  these  States  and  was  publicly 
and  widely  known.  The  Constitution  and  the  law  were 
disputed.  One  side  contended  that  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  who  was  directed  to  open,  was  likewise  to  count, 
and  to  decide  who  had  the  majority  of  votes.  Another  set 
of  persons  contended  that  the  houses  must  count  and  set- 
tle the  question  of  election,  looking  behind  the  returns  or 
certificates,  and  settling  whether  the  certifying  electors 
were  themselves  elected.  The  President  of  the  Senate 
being  of  one  party,  the  other  denied  that  he  had  any 
authority  but  to  open  the  certificates;  the  other,  mostly, 
insisted  that  his  was  the  right  and  duty  both  to  count  and 
declare.  A  majority  of  one  party  existed  in  one  house. 
A  majority  of  the  other  existed  in  the  opposite  chamber. 
Each  majority  demanded  a  different  procedure,  and  ex- 
pected a  different  result.  Tlie  passions  of  all  parties 
were  highly  enlisted. 

Cool  men  of  both  parties  devised  the  Electoral  Com- 
mission. It  was  intended  to  be  non-partisan.  Following 
that  idea,  the  Senate  chose  five  of  their  number,  three 
Republican,  two  Democratic.  The  House  chose  five  men, 
three  Democratic,  two  Republican.  Four  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  were  selected  by  both  houses  together,  two 
from  each  party,  and  they  four  chose  a  fifth.  Partisan 
choice  was  thus  guarded  against  to  what  extent  was  pos- 
sible. New  Jersey  was  honored  in  the  selection  for  this 
important  body.  One  of  her  Senators  was  selected,  and 
Judge  Bradley  was  chosen  by  the  Supreme  Court  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  of   the   bill  to   be   the  fifth  of  that 

iv 
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body.  The  selection  made  him,  as  it  turned  out,  a  sort  of 
umpire  in  this  great  National  Arbitration. 

The  importance  of  the  Court  and  of  its  business  and 
result,  was  not  to  be  exaggerated.  The  questions  upon 
which  its  decisions  had  to  pass  do  not  strike  one  now  as 
exceedingly  difficult.  But  never  in  this  country,  never,  I 
think,  in  any  other,  was  there  a  tribunal  made  up  with 
such  care,  composed  of  more  distinguished  jurists,  or 
aided  by  more  distinguished  counsel. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  the  United  States  Constitution 
does  not  contemplate  that  the  President  should  neces- 
sarily be  the  choice  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  nor  of 
a  majority  of  States.  Its  machinery  calls  for  selection 
by  the  States,  in  the  manner  they  shall  provide,  of  elect- 
ors, whose  votes  shall  determine  by  a  majority  acting  at 
specified  times  and  places,  who  shall  be  President  and 
who  Vice-President.  The  Governor  of  each  State  deter- 
termines  upon  formalities  then  existing  who  have  been 
chosen  electors.  They  vote,  and  forward  their  votes  to 
the  President  of  the  Senate. 

It  is  the  man  voted  for  by  a  majority  of  these  electors, 
who  must  be  declared  President. 

Florida's  Governor  certified  the  election  of  certain 
electors,  who  voted  for  Mr.  Hayes.  It  was  declared  by 
the  objectors  to  be  a  false  and  fraudulent  certificate.  It 
was  urged  that  in  a  writ  of  quo  warranto  issued  on  the 
day  when,  but  before  the  electors  had  voted,  judgment  in 
thirty  days  afterwards  decreed  that  those  certified  were 
not  the  rightful  electors  and  that  others  were.  It  was 
also  said  that  the  Legislature  afterwards  had  ordered 
another  canvass.  It  was  also  insisted  that  one  of  the 
electors  was  ineligible,  because  he  was  at  the  time  he 
was  appointed  an  officer  of  the  United  States. 

The  Court  held,  and  it  seems  hard  to  see  how  they 
could  have  done  otherwise,  that  no  evidence  would  be 
received  or  considered  by  the  Commission,  which  was  not 
submitted  to  the  joint  convention  of  the  two  houses  by 
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the  President  of  the  Senate  with  the  different  certificates, 
except  such  as  related  to  the  eligibility  of  the  one  elector 
whose  legal  ineligibility  was  alleged. 

The  Court  certainly  could  take  cognizance  of  nothing 
save  what  the  Houses,  through  the  President  of  the  vSen- 
ate  put  in  their  hands,  and  the  act  settled  what  that 
should  be.  A  State  must  itself  settle  the  question,  who 
were  its  electors.  What  would  become  of  the  Country 
while  a  commission  was  taking  evidence  as  to  charges  of 
fraud,  etc.,  alleged  to  prove  the  rights  of  other  parties 
than  those  whom  the  State  itself,  through  its  appointed 
officer,  certified  to  have  been  chosen  ? 

What  might  have  been  the  effect  of  a  judgment  in  quo 
warranto  rendered  before  the  electors  acted,  was  not  de- 
cided. But  it  was  held  that  a  judgment  afterwards  could 
not  do  away  with  the  effect  of  their  acts.  Nor  could 
the  Legislature  by  subsequent  law,  repeal  or  disregard 
an  election  completed. 

Subsequently,  it  appearing  that  the  elector  whose  right 
was  impugned,  was  not  a  United  States  officer  when 
''''appointed^''  though  he  was  when  first  nominated,  it  was 
held  that  he  was  not  ineligible. 

The  case  of  Louisiana  was  peculiar.  Yet  it  hung  upon 
the  same  general  principles.  The  Governor  had  certified 
the  Hayes  electors.  It  was  alleged  that  the  returning 
board,  upon  whose  canvass  and  certificate  the  Governor 
acted,  had  unlawfully  suppressed  the  votes  of  many 
parishes,  thus  creating  a  majority  for  the  Republican 
electors  which  really  belonged  to  the  Democratic.  The 
legal  argument  against  this  was  as  before,  that  the  Com- 
mission had  not,  nor  was  it  intended  to  have,  the  right  to 
consider  what  the  Houses  of  Congress  could  not,  and  that 
these  Houses  could  not  consider  this  question. 

The  fact  was,  that  the  objectors  really  claimed  the 
right  of  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  returning  board 
of  Louisiana,  and  of  its  Governor,  who,  by  legal  autlior- 
ity,  certified  their  judgment.     By  the  Statute  of  Louisi- 
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ana,  it  was  enacted  ''that  the  "returning  board  should 
■*' investigate  statements  of  riot,  tumult,  acts  of  violence, 
"  intimidation,  armed  disturbance,  bribery  or  corrupt  in- 
"fiuences  at  polls  or  voting  places,  and  if  after  examina- 
"  tion  the  returning  officers  should  be  convinced  that  riot, 
*' tumult,  acts  of  violence,  intimidation,  armed  disturb- 
•"  ance,  bribery,  or  corrupt  influences  did  materially  inter- 
'^'fere  with  the  purity  and  freedom  of  the  election  at  such 
*'  poll  or  sitting,  or  did  prevent  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
"  electors  thereat  from  registering  and  voting  to  materi- 
'*'  ally  change  the  result  of  the  election,  then  the  said  re- 
^'  turning  officers  shall  not  canvass  or  compile  the  state- 
*'  ment  of  the  votes  of  such  poll  or  voting  place,  but  shall 
"*'  exclude  it  from  their  return."  Under  this  act,  and  other 
sections  regulating  their  conduct,  too  long  to  quote,  and 
not  altering  what  is  quoted,  the  returning  board  did  not 
canvass  a  number  of  parishes.  Their  action  was  judicial. 
How  could  Congress  or  its  Commission  look  into  it  ? 
It  is  difficult  to  see  how  any  lawyer  can  or  will,  when 
uninterested,  say  that  they  could.  If  there  was  wrong 
done,  Louisiana  had  to  rectify  or  punish  it.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  certainly  could  not. 

I  am  tempted  here  to  say,  having  myself  witnessed 
some  of  the  proceedings  of  that  reLurning  board,  that 
had  the  people  of  the  country  examined  the  evidence 
adduced  to  prove  intimidation  in  Louisiana,  they  would 
never  have  wondered  at  their  judicial  action.  It  was 
■only  doing  half  justice  to  throw  out  the  votes  of  par- 
ishes intimidated.  There  was  no  way  in  which  the  votes 
^suppressed  by  force  could  be  given  effect.  And  that  was 
needful  to  full  justice.     But  this  is  beside  my  subject. 

The  case  of  South  Carolina  was  different  from  those  so 
far  mentioned,  and  it  would  seem  even  plainer.  The  at- 
tack was  based  on  the  allegation  of  anarchy  and  disturb- 
ance in  the  State  during  the  elections  and  such  interfer- 
ence by  United  States  troops  and  others  as  that  no  valid 
election  was  held.     If  this  were  an  objection  founded  on 
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a  State  Statute,  the  returning  officers  formed  a  Court,  and 
Federal  authority  had  no  right  to  reverse  it.  If  it  was 
not  so  founded,  then,  still.  Congress  or  the  Senate,  or  its 
President,  or  the  Commission,  were  all  without  power  to 
reject  the  act  of  the  State  through  its  Governor. 

Oregon's  case  was  peculiar.  Its  law  made  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  canvass  the  votes  returned,  in  presence 
of  the  Governor.  The  Secretary  of  State,  it  said,  "  shall 
prepare  two  lists  of  the  names  of  the  electors  elected  and 
affix  the  seal  of  the  State  to  the  same.  They  shall  be 
signed  by  the  Governor  and  Secretary,  and  by  the  latter 
delivered  to  the  college  of  electors  at  the  hour  of  their 
meeting." 

The  Secretary  of  State  did  canvass,  in  presence  of  the 
Governor,  make  and  seal  the  statement,  and  file  it.  All 
this  on  December  4th.  The  Governor  refused  to  sign 
the  certificate,  but  certified  that  two  Hayes  electors 
named  and  one  of  the  opposite  side  received  the 
highest  number  of  votes  cast  for  persons  eligible,  and 
declared  them  elected,  thus  deciding  not  the  point  of 
fact,  who  were  the  three  persons  elected,  but  the  point 
of  law  that  one  man  being  ineligible  could  not  be 
elected.  At  the  meeting,  however,  the  alleged  ineli- 
gible person  resigned  and  was  appointed  by  his  asso- 
ciates to  fill  the  vacancy.  He  thus  was  eligible  when 
he  voted.  It  was  thus  not  a  case  of  a  certificate  as  to 
the  fact  of  election.  The  Secretary's  certificate  was  be- 
fore the  Commission,  and  the  fact  of  election  shown 
thereby,  and  in  detail,  by  stating  all  votes.  Could  or 
could  not  the  Commission  decide  the  point  of  law  ?  and 
override  the  act  of  the  Governor  who  had  no  right  so  to 
do?  The  Commission  majority  thought  they  could,  and 
so  decided. 

The  language  of  Judge  Bradley,  in  concluding  this  case, 
is  a  fine  defence  of  the  action  of  this  celebrated  commis- 
sion: 

"  It  is  urged  that  the  distinction  made  between  thisca-.j 
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"  and  that  of  Florida  and  Louisiana  is  technical  and  will 
"  not  give  public  satisfaction.  My  belief  is  that  when  the 
"public  come  to  understand  (as  they  will  do  in  time)  that 
"the  decision  come  to  is  founded  on  the  Constitution  and 
"  the  laws,  they  will  be  better  satisfied  than  if  we  should 
"attempt  to  follow  the  clamor  of  the  hour.  The  sober 
"  second  thought  of  the  people  of  this  country  is  in  gene- 
"ral  correct.  But  while  the  public  satisfaction  is  always 
"  desirable,  it  is  a  poor  method  of  ascertaining  the  law 
"  and  the  truth  to  be  alert  in  ascertaining  what  are  the 
"  supposed  wishes  of  the  public.  And  as  to  deciding  the 
"  case  on  technicalities,  I  do  not  know  that  technicalities 
"  are  invoked  on  the  one  side  more  than  on  the  other. 
"  In  drawing  the  true  boundary  line  between  conflicting 
"jurisdictions  and  establishing  certain  rules  for  just  de- 
"  cision  in  such  cases  as  these,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  a 
"close  and  searching  scrutiny  of  written  constitutions 
"  and  laws.  The  weight  due  to  words  and  phrases  has  to 
"  be  observed,  as  well  as  the  general  spirit  and  policy  of 
"public  documents.  Careful  and  exact  inquiry  becomes  a 
"necessity.  And  in  such  a  close  political  canvass  as  this, 
"  in  which  the  decision  of  a  presidential  election  may  de- 
"  pend  not  only  on  a  single  electoral,  but  a  single  individual 
"  vote,  the  greatest  strain  is  brought  to  bear  on  every  part 
"  of  our  constitutional  machinery,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
"  avoid  a  close  examination  of  every  part.  There  is  a 
"natural  fondness  for  solving  every  doubt  on  some  'broad 
"'and  general  view'  of  the  subject  in  hand.  'Broad  and 
" '  general  views'  when  entirely  sound  and  clearly  appli- 
"  cable  are  undoubtedly  to  be  preferred  ;  but  it  is  ex- 
"  tremely  easy  to  adopt  broad  and  general  views  that 
"  will,  if  adhered  to,  carry  us  into  regions  of  error  and 
"  absurdity.  The  only  rule  that  is  always  and  under  all 
"  circumstances  reliable  is  to  ascertain,  at  whatever  cost 
"  of  care  or  pains,  the  true  and  exact  commands  of  the 
"Constitution  and  the  laws,  and  implicitly  to  obey  them." 
This  review  is  not  only  called  for  as  a  vindication  of 
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Judge  Bradley  and  those  with  whom  he  voted.  It  is 
appropriate  to-day  when  the  national  buildings  in  Wash- 
ington are  in  mourning,  and  the  heart  of  the  nation  is 
sorrowing  over  the  sudden  death  of  ex- President  Hayes, 
one  of  the  best  and  most  successful  Presidents  the  coun- 
try has  ever  had — a  man  brave  to  a  fault,  who  brought 
away  four  wounds  from  the  battlefields  of  our  Civil  War 
— a  war,  on  the  side  upon  which  he  fought,  more  righteous 
than  almost  any  in  history — a  war  of  law  and  order 
against  rebellion  which,  if  successful,  would  have  de- 
throned our  country — a  man  pure  in  sight  of  God  and 
man— a  man  who  did  much  to  show  that  it  was  possible 
to  love  one's  enemies,  to  bless  them  that  curse  you,  to  aid 
them  who  despitefully  use  you  and  persecute  you — a  man 
who  in  the  Presidency  and  in  retirement,  made  all  who 
approached  him,  friends,  and  though  "  reviled,  never  re- 
viled again,"  though  he  '' suffered,  threatened  not,  but 
committed  himself  to  Him  who  judgeth  righteously." 

I  have  necessarily  consumed  so  much  space  and  time  in 
renewing  your  memory  of  these  great  legal  contro- 
versies, interesting  to  the  nation  and  to  the  world,  in 
which  Judge  Bradley  took  such  prominent  part,  that  I  am 
prevented  dwelling  at  any  length  upon  the  many  opinions 
in  the  Supreme  Court  rendered  by  him,  to  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  the  country  and  of  law  as  a  science.  I  avail 
myself  here,  however,  of  the  admirable  address,  already 
quoted,  of  his  distinguished  friend,  one  of  the  greatest,  if 
not  the  leading  lawyer  in  the  important  domain  of  pat- 
ents, and  excelling  all  those  who  adopted  that  specialty, 
in  that  he  has  proved  himself  besides  a  constitutional 
lawyer,  equal  to  the  best,  Mr.  George  Harding,  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  steal  from  him  a  brief  catalogue  of  Judge 
Bradley's  constitutional  and  other  opinions  : 

''In  his  opinions  on  questions  of  constitutional  law,  Justice 
*'  Bradley  has  placed  himself  in  the  very  first  rank  of  the 
''  eminent  men  who  have  adorned  the  Supreme  Court.  It  is 
"  sufficient  here  to  remind  you  of  his  opinion  on  the  powers 
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"  of  Congress  in  reference  to  civil  rights  under  the  Thir- 
"  teenth  and  Fourteenth  Amendments  to  the  Constitution 
"  (civil  rights  cases,  109  U.  S.,  3);  of  his  opinion  on  habeas 
"  corpus  and  the  power  of  the  Federal  Courts  to  issue  the 
"  same  {ex  parte  Parkes,  93  U.  S.,  18,  ex  parte  Siebald,  100 
"U.  S.,  371,  ex  parte  Clark,  Id.^  400)  of  his  opinions  on  the 
"boundary  between  State  and  Federal  power  in  cases  affect- 
"  ing  inter-state  and  foreign  commerce  ;  (Transportation 
"  Company  vs.  Parkersburg,  107  U.  S.,  702  ;  Brown  vs. 
"Houston,  114  U.  S.,  622  ;  Walling  vs.  Michigan,  116  U.  S., 
"406  ;  Coe  vs.  Errol,  Id.,  517  ;  Robbins  vs.  Shelby  Com- 
"pany,  120  U.  S.,  489) — of  his  opinion  on  the  unconstitu- 
"  tionality  of  seizure  of  private  papers  in  criminal  and 
"penal  cases;  (Boyd  vs.  U.  S.,  116  U.  S.,  616;) — of  his 
"  opinion  on  the  right  of  the  Federal  Courts  to  construe 
"State  laws  :  (Burgess  vs.  Seligman,  107  U.  S.,  20). 

"  By  reason  of  his  eminent  scientific  and  mechanical 
"  attainments  and  his  wonderfully  quick  perception,  com- 
"bined  with  a  habit  of  patient  attention,  he  was  well 
"  fitted  to  investigate  and  decide  questions  arising  under 
"  the  patent  law.  In  that  branch  of  law,  as  a  Judge,  he 
"  has  never  been  surpassed,  if  he  has  been  equaled.  No 
"  matter  what  department  of  the  arts  was  involved — me- 
"  chanics,  chemistry,  electricity,  or  steam  engineering — he 
'''•  mastered  \hQ  subject.  He  fully  comprehended  the  true 
"  philosophy  of  the  patent  law  itself.  By  the  now  famous 
"  opinion  he  delivered  on  the  law  of  reissues  he  revolu- 
"  tionized  the  recognized  practice  under  this  branch  of 
"  the  law.  He  there  demonstrated  that  the  true  construc- 
"  tion  of  the  patent  law  authorized  no  alteration  in  the 
"  specification  of  an  existing  patent  unless  promptly  made 
"  and  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  a  real  bona  fide  mis- 
"  take  inadvertently  committed,  such  as  a  Court  of  Chan- 
"  eery,  in  cases  within  its  ordinary  jurisdiction  would 
"  correct.  This  decision  ended  forever  the  practice  of 
"reissuing  patents  in  the  hands  of  speculators  to  cover 
"  inventions  made^by  subsequent  inventors  and  not  con- 
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"templated  by  the  patentee  himself,  and  thus  removed 
"  the  greatest  stigma  upon  our  patent  system. 

"  So,  again,  by  his  opinion  in  the  fat  acid  and  glycerine 
"  case,  he  demonstrated  that  the  true  spirit  and  intent  of 
*'  the  patent  law  was  to  secure  to  the  inventor  of  a  new 
"  application  of  a  principle  to  effect  a  useful  purpose,  a 
"monopoly  of  the  application  of  the  principle,  instead  of 
"limiting  him  to  the  special  means  which  he  had  de- 
"  scribed  in  his  specification — reversing  a  prior  decision 
"  of  the  Supreme  Court.  We  cannot  but  feel  that  it  was 
"  to  him  largely  that  the  American  patent  law  is  indebted 
"  for  these  and  many  other  contributions." 

He  himself  believed  in  dissenting.  And  I  think  he  so 
loved  New  Jersey,  that  he  would  not  disapprove,  if  alive, 
of  my  expressing  my  regret  at  one  opinion  which  he  de- 
livered, that  permitting  the  bridge  over  the  boundary 
waters  between  New  York  and  New  Jersey  near  Eliza- 
bethport.  He  told  me  of  his  own  voluntary  motion  that 
he  regretted  extremely  that  he  had  to  do  it.  He  un- 
doubtedly followed  his  convictions.  But,  in  my  judgment, 
he  carried  nationality  in  that  judgment  too  far — farther 
than  Marshall  and  almost  all  the  great  judges  who  first 
gave  life  to  the  Constitution.  The  victory  over  secession 
was  not  revolution.  It  was  establishing  on  a  rock  the 
National  Constitution,  leaving  to  the  States,  rights  ///  the 
Union  as  always  possessed  before. 

It  is  time  that  I  said  something  of  our  deceased  friend 
as  a  member  of  this  Society.  He  was  present  and  aided 
in  forming  its  Constitution  at  Trenton,  February  27  th, 
1845,  ^^^  was  its  first  Recording  Secretary.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1845,  he  joined  with  Nicholas  Murray  and  Charles 
King  in  a  report  opposing  the  project  of  a  new  national 
name.  From  that  time,  for  many  years,  his  name  appears  on 
the  records  of  the  Society.  He  read  several  papers  which 
appear  in  its  collection.  June  2,  185 1,  he  read  one  on 
"The  American  Union  and  the  Evils  to  which  it  has  been 
Exposed,"  and  afterwards  made  an  address  commemora- 


174  JUSTICE  JOSEPH   P.    BRADLEY. 

ting  Hon.William  L.  Dayton,  late  Minister  to  France.  The 
Library  of  the  Society  contains  several  other  addresses  of 
his  ;  among  them,  a  Biographical  Sketch  of  Dr.  William 
Burnet,  the  ancestor  of  the  Burnets  of  Cincinnati,  and  of 
the  wives  of  Governor  Pennington,  C.  J.  Hornblower  and 
Caleb  S.  Riggs — a  memoir  of  Theodore  Strong,  LL.  D., 
his  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  Rutgers  College — an  ad- 
dress before  the  Literary  Societies  of  that  College  July 
29,  1849,  on  "Progress,  its  Ground  and  Possibilities,"  and 
the  address  in  1884,  on  "  Law,  its  Nature  and  Office  as 
the  Bond  and  Basis  of  Civil  Society,"  from  which  quota- 
tion has  already  been  made. 

Throughout  his  life  he  maintained  his  connection  with 
the  Society,  and  took  a  strong  interest  in  its  prosperity. 
He  left  behind  him  a  complete  collection  of  its  publica- 
tions. 

A  commemorative  address  before  an  Historical  Society 
demands,  or  at  least  permits,  that  it  enter  into  details 
personal  to  its  subject,  and  such  as  that  they  may  present 
to  those  who  cannot  be  familiar  with  them  an  idea  not 
only  of  the  public  man,  and  the  Society  member,  but  also 
of  the  man,  as  those  nearest,  saw  and  understood  him. 

His  father  was  Philo  Bradley,  his  mother,  Mercy  Gard- 
iner. They  came  from  Connecticut  to  the  Helderberg 
farm.  His  earliest  ancestor  in  the  United  States  was 
Francis  Bradley,  a  member  of  Governor  Eaton's  family 
in  1650.     He  was  the  eldest  son  of  eleven  children. 

He  was  not  of  high  stature,  nor  remarkable  for  personal 
presence.  A  small,  but  noticeably  proportionate  head,  a 
quick  lustrous  eye,  a  mouth  whose  compressed  lips  be- 
spoke the  decision  and  will  which  distinguished  him,  a 
complexion  dark  and  verging  to  sallow,  a  frame  spare, 
sinewy  and  alert,  manners  good,  unpatronizing,  and  un- 
assuming, yet  kind,  and  slightly  contemptuous  of  rules  of 
ceremony,  a  countenance  expressive  of  habitual  thought 
and  somewhat  of  weariness  from  mental  toil — these  sug- 
gestions may  give  a  good  idea  of  the  man,  whose  admira- 
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ble  likeness  in  the  Supreme  Court  Memorial,  and  whose 
bust  in  the  Circuit  Court  Room  in  Philadelphia,  render 
this  description  really  needless. 

He  married  in  1844  Mary,  the  youngest  daughter  of 
the  late  Chief  Justice  Hornblower,  first  President,  by  the 
way,  of  this  Society,  who  survives  him.  They  reared  four 
•children,  William,  a  very  promising  member  of  the  Jer- 
sey Bar,  who  died  a  few  years  since  ;  Charles,  now  living 
in  Newark  ;  Mary,  wife  of  Henry  V.  Butler,  of  Paterson, 
and  Caroline,  now  residing  with  her  mother  in  Washing- 
ton city. 

His  domestic  life  was  very  happy  and  most  commenda- 
ble. His  love  of  kindred  was  intense.  His  secret  chari- 
ties numerous. 

Living  beyond  the  three  score  years  and  ten,  generally 
understood  to  be  mankind's  allotted  portion,  death  was  no 
stranger  to  his  thoughts  when  in  health,  and  his  affections 
for  relations  and  friends  grew  stronger  as  his  years  in- 
creased. I  am  tempted  to  introduce  here  a  brief  letter 
addressed  to  a  dear  sister,  to  whom  he  always  wrote  on 
his  birthday.  This  is  dated  March  14,  1886,  and  is  in 
verse.  It  illustrates  at  once  that  he  was  waiti?ig,  and  that 
while  doing  this,  he  was  loving : 

"The  clouds  are  gathering  now,  the  night  will  come, 

And  we  shall  reach  our  long  expected  home. 

But  from  the  mile  post  marked  with  '  scventy-thi'ce' 

I  hail  you,  sister,  where  you  follow  me. 

Six  stages  back  is  all  the  space  between, 

For  you,  as  I,  the  best  of  life  have  seen  ; 

The  most,  if  not  the  best ;  for  who  can  know 

Which  is  the  best  for  mortals  here  below. 

Youth,  Hope  and  Fancy,  or  the  sober  close 

Of  life's  long  trials  settling  to  repose, 

Where  wait  us,  loved  ones,  who  have  gone  before. 

They  wait,  they  beckon,  why  should  we  withstand. 

The  law  that  draws  us  to  that  happy  land  ? 

Then,  cheerful,  onward,  let  us  hence  pursue 

The  journey  left  that  hides  it  from  our  view." 
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Waiting,  and  still  working.  Thus  did  he  approach  his 
end ;  doing  his  duty  in  that  state  of  life  to  which  it  had 
pleased  God  to  call  him. 

I  have  been  struck  with  the  correctness  as  I  knew  him,, 
of  another  word-picture  made  by  himself,  illustrative  of 
his  untiring  energy  and  his  strong  will.  He  corresponded 
about  a  year  before  his  death  with  a  brother  Jersey-man, 
a  noted  member  of  our  bar,  respecting  the  residence  of  a. 
lady,  widow  of  a  Reformed  Dutch  clergyman.  Thanking 
him  for  his  efforts  to  discover  this,  he  adds  :  "I  made  a 
mistake  and  have  put  you  to  all  this  trouble.  Your  per- 
severance is  something  akin  to  my  own.  /  spend  days 
sometimes  following  up  a  thing,  just  for  the  sake  of  conquering 
the  difficulty  without  any  benefit  or  advantage  to  myself  y 

It  is  the  consolation  of  his  bereaved  family  and  friends^ 
that  his  last  days  were  tranquil,  submissive,  fearless — the 
last  days  of  a  man  "  having  the  confidence  of  a  certain 
faith,  the  comfort  of  a  reasonable,  religious  and  holy 
hope." 

A  great  mathematician,  a  great  linguist,  a  great  Bibli- 
cist,  a  great  jurist,  a  great  judge,  of  distinguished  scholar- 
ship in  history,  science  and  art,  renowned  in  everything 
for  thoroughness  and  exactitude;  a  man  who  did  his  own 
thinking,  and  feared  no  one  but  his  Maker — all  this  is 
true  of  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  and  thus  is  he  an  example  and 
an  illustration  of  what  sort  of  a  true  man  can,  under 
God,  and  in  this  country,  be  self-made. 

Do  not  misunderstand  me  as  ascribing  to  hiin  per- 
fection. Nature  gave  him  proclivities,  not  affecting  the 
inner  man,  against  which  I  believed  he  struggled,  and 
which  marred,  in  the  judgment  of  some,  the  symmetry 
and  shape  which  such  perfection  as  he  certainly  attained, 
seemed  to  demand.  But  there  was  no  hypocrisy  about 
him,  no  pretension,  false  or  otherwise — what  he  was,  he 
let  all  men  see. 

He  ascended  because  he  climbed.  He  was  not  lifted, 
nor  drawn  forth.     But  he  knew  his  powers  for  usefulness.. 
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He  was  not  to  blame  for  wishing-  to  use  them.  He  did 
not  flaunt  his  dignities  or  his  success. 

He  has  honored  the  State  of  his  birth,  and  the  hills 
where  he  first  saw  the  light.  He  has  honored  still  more 
the  State  of  his  education,  his  adoption,  his  professional 
labors.  He  has  honored  this  Society,  and  his  life  is  a  part 
of  its  treasures.  He  has  honored  the  Jersey  Bar,  which 
has  followed  his  career  with  justifiable  pride.  He  has 
honored  his  City,  and  his  Church. 

A  long  life  without  a  cloud — a  death  without  a  murmur 
or  a  fear.  His  loss  is  no  occasion  for  grief.  It  is  simply 
-one  for  solemn  triumphant  resignation. 
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EXTRACTS    FROM    THE    MINUTES, 

Newark,  N.  J.,  May  18,   1893. 

The  Society  met  in  St.  John's  Lodge  rooms,  at  11.50 
A.  M.,  Dr.  S.  H.  'Pennington,  presiding-,  in  the  absence 
of  the  President. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  held  at  Trenton,  January 
24,  1893,  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  reported  orally  the  cm*- 
respondence  since  the  last  meeting. 

He  stated  that  the  manuscript  of  the  Rev.  Garret  C. 
Schenck  relating  to  the  early  settlers  of  Pompton,  N.  J., 
had  been  returned  to  the  Society,  the  number  of  subscrip- 
tions not  having  been  sufficient  to  insure  its  publication. 

The  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  on  hand  of  $313.92. 

The    Librarian   read    a   list    of   donors    of   books   and 
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pamphlets.  He  reported  the  addition  to  the  library  of 
77  bound  volumes  and  248  pamphlets,  making  a  total  of 
14,567  books  upon  the  shelves.  He  mentioned  the  dona- 
tion by  Miss  Helen  Nichols,  of  Newark,  of  nine  photo- 
graphs made  by  her,  exhibiting  124  of  the  tombstones 
that  formerly  marked  the  graves  of  early  settlers  of 
Newark.  These  tombstones  were  removed  in  1889  from 
the  '^Old  Burying  Ground,"  to  Fairmount  Cemetery,  and 
there  placed  in  a  crypt  easily  accessible  to  visitors. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  that  ''the  work  of 
the  Society  had  proceeded  upon  the  lines  followed  during 
the  last  forty-eight  years  of  its  existence  ;  the  congested 
condition  of  its  rooms  showed  that  its  accumulations  of 
books,  pictures,  relics  and  other  historical  material  are 
constantly  on  the  increase  ;  its  publications  were  more 
widely  sought  after  than  ever  ;  its  correspondence 
spreads  over  both  hemispheres."  In  view  of  the  ap- 
proaching expiration  of  the  term  for  which  the  Society 
was  incorporated,  the  committee  had  caused  a  bill  to  be 
drafted,  authorizing  the  extension  of  the  Society's  char- 
ter. Senator  Barrett,  of  Essex  County,  kindly  took 
charge  of  the  bill  and  secured  its  passage  by  the  Legis- 
lature at  its  late  session,  and  it  was  now  a  law.  The 
committee  presented  a  resolution  providing  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  charter,  in  order  that  it  might  be  duly  con- 
sidered before  the  next  annual  meeting.  The  Committee 
also  reported  that  they  had  caused  the  books,  portraits 
and  engravings  of  the  Society  to  be  insured  for  the  sum 
of  $10,000  for  three  years. 

The  Necrological  Report  was  read. 

Daniel  T.  Clark,    of   the   Committee   on    Genealogy^ 
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spoke  of  his  researches  in  relation  to  the  early  settlers  of 
Newark,  the  manuscript  of  which  he  intended  to  present 
to  the   Society. 

Ernest  E.  Coe  stated  that  the  genealog-y  of  his  family 
was  expected  to  be  soon  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and 
a  copy  would  be  presented  to  the  Society. 

The  Committee  on  Colonial  Documents  reported 
that  the  index  to  Vol.  XI  of  the  Archives  was  being" 
printed. 

The  Committee  mentioned  the  suggestion  of  the  Exec- 
utive Committee,  that  the  Elizabethtown  Bill  and  Answer 
should  be  reprinted,  and  recommended  that  its  typo- 
graphical errors  should  be  corrected,  the  documents 
verified  and  the  book  carefully  edited  so  as  to  make  it 
historically  valuable. 

The  following  persons  were  elected  resident  members, 
and  have  since  accepted  membership  : 

Miss  Emilie  S.  Coles,        -         -  Scotch  Plains. 

Max  Farrand,      -         -         -  -          Princeton. 

Frederick  W.  Gnichtel,          -  -         'I'renton. 

Miss  Mary  Morris  Lawrenv:k,  -          Hamburg. 

William  C.  Morton,         -         -  -         Newark. 

Dr    Bevier  H.B.  Slegh t,  -             Newark. 

Henry  Abbot  Steele,      -         -  -         Newark. 

Thomas  H.  Tomlinson,  M.  D.,  -           I^lainfield. 

James  M.  Trimble,             -         -  -         Newark. 

William  Pennington,  Newark,  who  has  accepted  mem- 
bership since  the  May  meeting,  was  elected  at  a  previous 
meeting. 

Mrs.  Julia  Keese    Colles,    of    Morristown,    presented 
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a  Specially  bound  copy  of  her  book  on  authors  associated 
with  Morristown,  for  which  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
were  extended  to  her. 

Mrs.  Eliza  Gracie  Suydam,  of  Elizabeth,  presented  a 
manuscript  sketch  of  the  early  history  of  Newark,  written 
by  her  father,  Rev.  Charles  Halsey. 

Dr.  Pennington  spoke  of  his  having  been  President  of 
the  Young  Men's  Society,  of  Newark,  before  whom  Mr. 
Halsey  read  his  paper,  and  stated  that  the  work  of  the 
Society  had  been  valuable  to  the  community  as  well  as 
to  the  members. 

Mrs.  Suydam  also  presented  a  memento  of  General 
Lafayette,  and  read  the  following  : 

During  the  residence  in  London,  in  1792,  of  my  great- 
grandfather, Ruf  lis  King,  then  the  Ambassador  from  the 
United  States  of  America  to  the  Court  of  St.  James,  he 
used  his  influence  to  assist  his  old  and  valuable  friend  the 
Marquis  de  Lafayette,  who  had  been  arrested  in  Paris  on 
the  eighth  of  August,  1792,  and  thrown  into  prison. 

Ruf  us  King,  at  all  times  a  just  man  and  faithful  to  his 
friends,  made  every  effort  with  the  Prussian  and  Austrian 
governments  to  release  the  "  coalitionary  captive,"  only 
succeeding  in  gaining  permission  for  Madame  Lafayette 
to  join  her  husband  and  share  his  imprisonment,  which 
lasted  until  his  release  on  September  19,  1797. 

This  friendship  between  these  two  men  begun  in  the 
early  days  of  our  nation's  conflict,  has  been  continued  by 
their  descendents  unto  this  present  time  ;  for  the  grand- 
son, of  the  son  born  in  prison  to  the  Madame  and  General 
Lafayette,  has  for  some  years  been  the  private  Secretary 
of  M.   William   Waddington,   the  French  Ambassador  to 
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the  Court  of  Queen  Victoria,  whose  wife  is  a  daug-hter  of 
the  late  Charles  King  and  the  grand-daughter  of  Rufus. 
In  1824  when  General  Lafayette  revisited  this  country, 
he  was  overwhelmed  with  popular  applause,  voted 
$200,000  and  a  township.  New  York  City  gave  him  a 
banquet  followed  by  a  large  ball  and  reception  at  ''Castle 
Garden,"  at  which  time  and  place  my  mother,  a  girl  of 
fourteen,  was  chosen  to  make  the  speech  of  welcome  to 
the  General  in  his  native  tongue. 

General  Lafayette  was  much  touched,  and  at  its  finish 
drew  from  his  arm  the  tri  color  silken  scarf  and  tied  it 
upon  one  of  hers,  with  a  few  choice  words.  Our  mother 
divided  it  into  three  parts,  giving  a  portion  to  each  of  her 
three  daughters,  and  it  becomes  my  pleasure  to  present 
to  your  Society  a  small  part  of  mine. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  every  committee  authorized  to  make 
contracts  for  the  Society,  or  to  expend  moneys  belonging 
to  the  Society,  or  donated  to  it  for  any  special  purpose, 
or  intrusted  to  such  committee,  shall  furnish  to  the 
Finance  Committee,  at  least  ten  days  before  each  annual 
meeting  of  the  Society,  reports  of  such  contracts  and 
expenditures,  with  vouchers  ;  and  that  all  committees, 
whose  expenditures  heretofore  have  not  been  reported  to 
the  Society,  shall  furnish  to  the  Finance  Committee,  at 
least  thirty  days  before  the  next  annual  meeting  a  report 
in  detail  of  all  moneys  heretofore  had  and  expended  by 
them,  with  proper  vouchers  therefor. 

The  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Charles  G.  Rockwood  at  the  hist  nvv^eting, 
were  read  and  adopted  : 

Add  to  Article  V  the  following  chiuse  : 
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"  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  ex-officio  one  of  the 
five  members  of  the  Committee  on  Publication," 

At  1.20  P.  M.  the  Society  took  a  recess  until  2.15  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Henry  Race,  the  matter  of  publish- 
ing poll  lists  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publica- 
tion. 

Mrs.  Julia  Keese  Colles,  of.  Morristown,  read  a  paper 
on  "  Authors  Associated  with  Newark."  A  vote  of  thanks 
was  tendered  to  Mrs.  Colles,  and  a  copy  of  her  interesting 
paper  was  requested  for  publication. 

Mrs.  Colles  stated  that  she  intended  publishing  the 
paper  in  similar  form  to  her  book  on  Morristown  authors. 

The  paper  by  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  D.  D.,  com- 
memorative of  Rev.  Jacob  Green,  of  Hanover,  as  an 
author,  which  was  intended  to  have  been  read  by  Hon. 
Edmund  D.  Halsey,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Publication. 

The  Society  adjourned  at  4.05  P.  M. 

William  R.  Weeks, 

Recording  Secretary 
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HORACE  NEWTON  CONGAR. 

Horace  Newton  Congar,  a  native  of  Newark,  died  in  that 
city  January  25,  1893,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  He 
taught  school  in  Union  County  in  his  early  life,  and  then 
studied  law  in  Newark,  being  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1847. 
A  few  years  later  he  became  proprietor  of  the  Newark 
Mercury^  which,  under  his  able  management,  soon  became 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  vigorous  an ti -slavery 
papers  in  the  United  States.  He  wielded  a  trenchant 
pen,  and  his  editorials  were  copied  all  over  the  country. 
In  1861,  President  Lincoln  appointed  him  Consul  at  Hong 
Kong,  China,  where  he  resided  for  three  years  ;  when, 
on  account  of  his  ill  health,  he  was  obliged  to  resign. 
On  returning  home.  President  Johnson  appointed  him 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  which  office  he  held  until 
March  19,  1866,  when  he  was  appointed  Secretary  of 
State  of  New  Jersey,  holding  that  position  until  1870.  In 
1874,  President  Grant  appointed  him  Consul  at  Prague  ; 
he  resigned  this  office  in  the  fall  of  1876,  and  again 
returned  to  Newark.  He  was  a  man  of  much  shrewd- 
ness, a  zealous  friend,  and  with  a  faculty  of  attaching 
others  to  him.  He  was  frequently  called  upon  to  fill 
positions  of  honor  and  trust  in  the  community,  being  a 
director  and  trustee  in  various  institutions.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1874. 

JOHN     V.    DIEFENTHALER. 

John    V.   Diefenthaler,    born  in  Newark  ,  died  in 

Newark  1893.  He  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  leading 
merchants  of  that  city,  was  President  of  the  Newark 
Board  of  Trade,   a  member  of  the   Essex    Public    Road 


MAY,     1893]  MEETING    IN    NEWARK.  187 

Board,  and  occupied  a  wide  sphere  of  usefulness  in 
many  capacities.  He  has  been  a  member  of  this 
Society  since  1886. 

EDWARD    HOUGHTON     JANES,    M.D. 

Edward  Houghton  Janes,  M.D.,  born  in  1820,  died  in 
New  York,  March  12,  1893.  He  studied  medicine  in 
Warren  County,  New  York,  graduated  from  the  Berkshire 
Medical  College,  Massachusetts,  and  then  made  his  home 
in  New  York  City,  where,  since  1866,  he  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Health  Department,  being  Assistant 
Sanitary  Superintendent  for  the  last  twenty  years.  His 
contributions  to  the  discussions  of  questions  touching 
public  health,  published  in  the  transactions  of  the  numer- 
ous bodies  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  in  the  reports 
of  the  New  York  Health  Department,  were  always 
regarded  as  of  great  weight.  He  was  gentle  and  kindly, 
possessing  infinite  appreciation,  and  never  failing- 
tact.  He  was  elected  an  honorary  member  of  this 
•Society  January  25,   1887. 

THOMAS     LAWRENCE. 

Thomas  Lawrence,  born  at  Hamburg,  Sussex  County, 
November  30,  1814,  died  at  that  place  March  14,  1893. 
With  the  exception  of  a  few  years  which  he  spent  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  Sparta  and  Lafayette,  his  entire 
life  was  spent  on  his  broad  acres  at  Hamburg,  where  he 
was  the  master  of  one  of  the  stateliest  and  most  comfort- 
able homes  in  New  Jersey.  He  was  a  Director  of  the 
vSussex  Bank  since  1855,  and  Vice-President  since  1888. 
For  many  years  he  was  a  Director  of  the  vSussex  Mutual 
Insurance  Company.  In  1879,  he  was  for  the  first  time  a 
candidate  for  a  public  office,  and  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  State  Senate  from  his  native  county.  In  the  Legis- 
lature he  was  known  as  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity, 
no  speech  maker,  but  always  intelligent  in  the  casting  of 
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his  vote.  He  was  a  man  of  literary  tastes,  and  always 
took  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  this  Society,  of 
which  he  was  a  member  since  1881.  He  had  been  a 
member  of  the  State  Board  of  Education  for  twenty  years 
or  more. 

"  As  a  man  of  noble  impulses,  of  high  and  conscientious 
purpose  and  of  integrity  of  character,  few  men  were  his 
superiors.  While  decided  in  his  views  of  political  affairs, 
he  was  charitable  to  all  others.  Because  measures  that 
were  pernicious  in  their  effects  had  been  made  partisan, 
they  met  no  countenance  or  justification  in  him.  His 
every  word  and  action  was  a  rebuke  to  such.  He  was  a 
patriotic,  philanthropic  citizen,  using  his  energies  to  the 
last  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  community,  of  foster- 
ing the  interests  of  the  farming  class,  of  which  he  felt 
proud  in  being  one.  His  own  farm  and  home  place  were 
examples  to  all  for  their  condition,  and  in  the  exercise  of 
taste  in  beautifying  them,  he  showed  what  could  be  done 
to  make  the  home  of  the  farmer  one  of  delight  and 
comfort.  His  open  hospitality,  generous  and  honorable 
treatment  to  all  who  were  privileged  to  enjoy  it,  was 
noted  as  far  as  he  was  known.  As  a  writer  on  agri- 
cultural subjects,  as  well  as  on  matters  of  general 
interest,  he  was  able  and  instructive  to  a  marked 
degree." 


REV.  JACOB  GREEN, 
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AND   PATRIOT 

—  BY  — 

REV.  JOSEPH  F.  TUTTLE,  D.  D. 

EX-PRESIDENT   OF   WABASH    COLLEGE, 
CRAWFORDSVILLE,  IND. 


REV.  JACOB  GREEN,  OF  HANOVER 


The  Rev.  Jacob  Green  was  a  citizen  of  Morris  County, 
New  Jersey,  and  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Hanover,  in  that  county,  from  November,  1746  to  May, 
1790,  a  period  of  forty-four  years.  In  that  time  he  won 
for  himself  a  permanent  place  in  the  history  of  his  adopted 
state  and  his  country. 

He  was  born  in  Maiden,  Massachusetts,  January  22, 
1722.  He  was  a  great-grandson  of  Thomas  Green,  the 
original  settler  from  England  "about  1635  or  6."  When 
a  child  he  lost  his  father.  His  mother  marrying  again 
removed  to  Killingly,  Conn,  and  took  him  with  her, 
where  he  lived  until  he  was  seventeen  years  old.  vSeveral 
ineffective  attempts  were  made  to  indenture  him  as  an 
apprentice  to-  a  trade.  At  the  suggestion  of  his  brother- 
in-law  he  resolved  ''to  go  to  collegfe,"  and  in  furtherance 
of  this  plan  sold  his  patrimony,  which  was  not  large,  and 
entered  a  Preparatory  School.  In  the  Fall  of  1740  he 
entered  as  Freshman  at  Harvard  College.  He  was  then  in 
his  nineteenth  year.  He  was  a  diligent  student,  devoting 
himself  especially  to  the  study  of  Greek  and  Hebrew,  in 
both  of  which  he  had  such  success  that  through  life  he 
took  pleasure  in  them. 

In  the  Freshman  year  he  met  that  great  preacher,  the 
Rev.  Gilbert  Tennent,  of  New  Jersey,  who  was  making  a 
missionary  tour  through  Long  Island,  Rhode  Island  and 
Massachusetts.  Green,  although  studying  for  the  min- 
istry, was  singularly  backward  in  taking  any  public  part 
in  the  exercise  of  his  gifts.  Contact  with  Mr.  Tennent 
produced  what  he  calls  ''  the  shock,"  which  he  hoped  in 
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time  "  might  help  qualify  him  to  preach."  Later  he 
referred  to  "  the  shock  "  as  having  changed  the  current  of 
his  entire  life.  He  said  of  it — "  I  met  with  my  great 
change  in  the  first  year  of  my  college  life." 

In  his  Junior  year  Mr.  Green  v^as  led  by  a  suggestion 
in  the  Spectaioi^  to  commence  a  personal  diary  which  he 
continued  over  forty  years.  A  part  of  his  first  attempt  in 
this  direction  is  worth  quoting  as  affording  a  contrast 
between  the  college  life  of  a  century  and  a  half  ago  and 
that  of  our  own  day. 

Mr.  Green  writes  in  his  diary  :  "I  will  here  give  a 
small  specimen  of  the  manner  of  spending  my  time  in 
college.  In  my  third  year — Junior — as  a  college  student 
and  in  the  winter  season,  my  charaber-inate  was  reading 
a  book — I  think  it  was  the  Spectator — which  proposed  to 
persons  to  keep  an  exact  account  of  one  week.  I  began 
on  Thursday  and  continued  it  a  week  except  on  the  Sab- 
bath.    It  is  as  follows  : 

''  Thursday — Waked  a  little  after  six  o'clock,  dressed 
me,  called  Moody  the  College  servant,  read  two  chapters 
and  eight  Psalms  till  7  o'clock.  Attended  Prayers  in  the 
College  Hall,  prayed  in  secret,  and  read  part  of  a  chapter 
in  Hebrew  till  8  o'clock.  Finished  the  chapter  and  break- 
fasted till  nine.  Then  read  Ray's  consequences  of  the 
Deluge  till  ten.  Read  the  same  in  Ray  from  ten  to  eleven. 
Bought  a  load  of  wood  and  read  Spectator  till  twelve 
and  from  twelve  to  one.  Prayed  and  read  the  Bible 
from  one  to  two.  Read  a  chapter  in  Hebrew,  borrowed 
an  arithmetic  and  studied  till  three.  vStudied  arithmetic 
from  three  to  five.  Attended  Prayers  in  the  Hall. 
Studied  arithmetic  from  five  to  seven.  Attended  a 
religious  society  meeting  from  seven  to  nine.  From  nine 
to  ten  supped  and  smoked  a  pipe.  After  ten  prayed  in 
secret  and  went  to  bed  a  little  before  eleven."  [Christian 
Advocate,  ix,  635.) 

And  this  was  a  day's  work  for  a  Junior  in  Harvard  Col- 
lege, first  term  1743.     We  do  not  fail  to  notice  the  fact 
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that  Mr.  Green  mentions  only  breakfast  and  supper,  the 
last  fortified,  however,  with  "a  pipe." 


MR.    GRKF.N  S    LIFE    WORK. 

After  no  little  struggle  and  self  denial,  Mr.  Green  was 
graduated  by  Harvard  College  in  July,  1744,  in  a  elass  of 
thirty.  One  of  them  became  a  Governor,  another  a  Chief 
Justice,  and  another  a  Bishop  of  Massachusetts  :  although 
one  was  honored  with  the  degree  of  L.L.  D.,  and  two 
with  that  of  S.  T.  D  ,  I  venture  the  opinion  that  not  one 
of  the  thirty  won  a  surer  or  more  honorable  place  in 
American  history  than  Jacob  Green. 

Aftar  his  graduation  he  taught  school  in  Sutton,  Massa- 
chusetts, for  a  year.  Dr.  Sprague  says  that  not  long  after 
Green  entered  College  he  "  heard  Whitefield  with  wonder 
and  delight."  Two  years  after  this  occurred  his  meeting 
with  the  Rev.  Gilbert  Tennent,  as  already  stated.  After 
he  nad  completed  his  engagement  at  vSutton,  he  again  in 
1745  met  Whiteiield  who  invited  him  to  accompany  him 
to  Georgia  and  take  charge  of  the  "Orphan  House."  He 
was  to  meet  his  patron  at  New  York.  The  failure  of  Mr. 
Whitefield's  plan  in  reference  to  the  Georgia  institution 
led  to  a  change  m  Mr.  Green's  plan  and  in  September, 
1745,  he  was  licensed  to  preach.  In  November,  1746, 
alter  a  year's  trial,  he  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor 
ot  the  Church  of  Hanover,  Morris  County,  New  Jersey. 
In  1747  he  was  married  to  Anna  Strong,  of  Brookhaven, 
L.  I.  She  died  in  November,  1756,  leaving  four  children, 
and  in  1757  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Pierson,  daugh- 
ter of  the  Rev.  John  Pierson,  thirty-six  years  pastor  of 
the  Woodbridge,  N.  J.,  Church,  and  then  ten  years  of  the 
Mendham  Church.  Rev.  Ashbel  Green,  D.  D.,  for  ten 
years  President  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  was  a  son 
of  the  second  wife.     (Spragues  ilnnals,  lii.  136-7.) 

Mr.  Green  is  described  as  a  "stern  looking  man,  very 
fixed  in  his  plans  and  sometimes  meeting  opposition.     He 
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was  also  a  devout  man  who  did  much  to  enstamp  on  the 
community  a  high  moral  and  religious  character."  (Green's 
Green  Family,  28.) 

HIS    NUMEROUS    AVOCATIONS. 

Mr.  Green  was  a  laborious  pastor,  filling  his  pulpit 
with  ability  forty-four  years,  carrying  out  faithfully 
elaborate  plans  for  the  religious  education  of  children 
and  young  people,  shaping  the  moral  sentiment  of  the 
community  on  human  slavery  at  considerable  hazard,  and 
giving  tone  also  to  public  sentiment  on  the  question  of 
Independence  and  subordinate  questions  connected  with 
it.  The  wonder  grows  how  he  could  so  well  accomplish 
so  many  things. 

This  wonder  is  enhanced  when  we  gla'nce  at  his 
worldly  avocations.  During  thirty  years  he  had  an  exten- 
sive medical  practice  in  which  he  won  distinction.  He 
did  this  at  the  urgent  request  of  his  parishioners,  "because 
his  salary  was  too  small  for  the  support  of  his  family,  the 
Parish  voted  that  Mr.  Green  practice  Physick  if  he  can 
bair  it."  He  also  engaged  in  several  other  forms  of 
business. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  November  26, 
1777,  has  the  record  of  an  order  to  pay  ''Dr.  Green ^^i.  10.6 
for  administering  physic  to  Wm.  Mayhowder,  who  was 
sent  by  the  Board  as  a  witness,  and  boarding  said  witness 
and  keeping  his  horse  £^-^.].6y 

In  one  place  he  mentions  the  fact,  with  almost  comical 
wonder,  that  during  the  thirty  years,  his  duties  as  a 
doctor  never  once  interfered  with  his  duties  as  a  minister, 
not  even  on  Sunday  ! 

AS    AN    EDUCATOR 

In  17 74,  Mr.  Green  built  a  school-house  and  set  up 
a  Latin  School  with  eight  scholars,  of  whom  one  was  his 
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son  Ashbel.  Sarauel  Reach,  who  was  graduated  with 
Ashbel  at  Princeton,  1783,  was  a  pupil.  Ebenezer  Brad- 
ford, who  afterwards  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Jacob  Green  and  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth  Pierson, 
taught  in  this  school.  Their  descendents  are  numerous 
and  noted. 

In  addition  to  these  businesses  as  a  minister,  physician 
and  teacher,  he  sometimes  drafted  wills  and  settled  up 
estates,  carried  on  farming,  a  grist  mill  and  distillery. 
He  was  a  busy  man,  and  referring  to  his  numerous  avoca- 
tions, he  says  that  "when  he  entered  upon  worldly 
schemes,  he  found  them  in  general  a  plague,  a  vexation 
and  a  snare.  If  he  somewhat  increased  his  worldly 
estate,  he  also  increased  sorrow  and  incurred  blame  in  all 
things  except  the  practice  of  Physick."  (Wicke's  His.  Med. 
N.  J.,  266-7.) 

It  is  said  that  with  all  his  multifarious  employments  he 
managed  to  keep  fresh  some  of  the  studies  he  pursued  in 
College,  especially  the  languages  in  which  the  Holy 
Scriptures  were  written.   (Green's  Green  Family,  28.) 

HIS    CONNECTION    WITH    PRINCETON    COLLEGE. 

Governor  Belcher  signed  the  charter  of  the  College  of 
New  Jersey  September  13,  1748.  Among  the  Trustees 
named  in  that  instrument  was  Jacob  Green.  He  retained 
the  office  sixteen  yearr-,  resigning  it  in  1764.  This  iact, 
honorable  in  itself,  might  not  have  claimed  special  notice 
but  for  the  further  fact  of  his  having  officiated  during 
eight  months  as  Vice-President/;-^  tern  of  the  College. 

The  illustrious  President,  Jonathan  Edwards,  after  two 
months  in  office,  died  March  22,  1758.  On  the  i6th  of 
August,  1758,  "the  Rev.  Samuel  Davies,  of  Virginia,  was 
duly  elected  his  successor  "  and  the  steps  taken  to  secure 
his  acceptance.  The  record  of  the  Board,  November  22, 
1758,  considered  Dr.  Davies'  answer  to  be  "  fir.al  in  the 
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negative."  The  next  day  '^the  Board  elected  the  Rev. 
Jacob  Green  a  member  of  the  Board,  Vice-President  of 
the  College,  to  serve  until  a  President  should  be  chosen  ; 
and  it  was  ordered  that  his  salary  be  at  the  rate  of  two 
hundred  pounds  per  annum,  for  the  time  he  shall  serve  in 
the  above  character.  It  was  also  ordered  that  he  should 
have  the  care  and  general  government  of  the  grammar 
school.  Mr.  Green  accepted  the  appointment,  was  quali- 
fied as  the  Charter  directed."  (McLean's  Col.  of  N.  J.,  i, 
196-7.) 

The  Board,  May  9,  1759,  again  elected  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Davies  President,  this  time  successfully,  and  took  meas- 
ures to  secure  his  removal  from  Virginia  to  New  Jersey. 
At  this  meeting  the  following  Minute  was  entered  on 
the  Records  :  ''  The  Reverend  Mr.  Green  having  fulfilled 
the  term  of  his  former  election  of  Vice-President  of  the 
College,  he  is  hereby  appointed  to  continue  in  his  said 
office  until  a  fixed  President  can  attend  for  the  service  of 
that  office  " 

President  Davies  reached  Princeton  July  26,  1759,  and 
took  the  oath  required  by  the  Charter  the  26th  of  vSeptem- 
ber.     (McLean's  His.  Col.  N.  J.,  198.) 

1  find  no  other,  reference  to  this  part  of  Mr.  Green's 
life.  The  fact,  however,  remains  that  he  was  "  elected 
Vice  President  of  the  College,"  and  having  "accepted  the 
appointment,  was  qualified  as  the  Charter  directed."  A 
Minute  of  the  Board  also  records  the  fact  that  "  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Green  had  fulfilled  the  term  of  his  former 
election/'  and  was  appointed  to  continue  his  ofhce  until 
the  election  of  a  President,  so  that  he  had  discharged, the 
duties  of  Vice-President  from  November  23,  1758  to  July 
26,  1759,  a  period  of  eight  consecutive  months.  It  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at  that  his  son  Dr.  Ashbel  Green,  Dr. 
Sprague,  Mr.  Webster  and  others  should  mention  the  fact 
as  highly  honorable  in  Mr.  Green's  history.  And  it  seems 
sufficiently  worth}^  to  have  given  him  a  place  in  the 
Princeton  Triennial  as  Vice-President  ! 
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This  portion  of  his  career  shows  hov^  g-reatly  he  must 
Tiave  been  esteemed  when  we  recall  the  distinguished 
men  with  whom  he  was  associated  as  a  Trustee  and  tem- 
porary Executive  of  the  famous  College,  Presidents 
Dickinson,  Burr,  Edwards,  Davies  and  Finley  ;  and  such 
Presbyters  as  the  Reverends  John  Pierson,  Ebenezer 
Pemberton,  Gilbert  and  William  Tennent,  vSamuel  Blair, 
and  John  Brainerd,  Richard  vStockton,  Esq.,  and  (jthers 
equally  famous. 

MR.     GREEN,    THE     STATESMAN. 

From  whatever  standpoint  we  look  at  the  Hanover 
pastor,  we  are  sure  to  find  an  extraordinary  man.  Few 
pastors  of  his  generation  exceeded  him  in  devotion  to  the 
duties  of  his  sacred  calling-.  Yet  he  found  time  as  a 
statesman  to  make  his  mark  on  that  important  period 
which /(X;-  eminence  we  call  the  American  Revolution. 

The  Constitution  of  New  Jersey  both  as  a  colony  and 
a  state,  has  elicited  the  interest  of  historians  and  states- 
men. Originally  it  was  given  by  Charles  II  to  the 
Duke  of  York,  w^ho  bestowed  it  on  Berkley  and  Carteret, 
two  favorites,  with  all  the  powers  conferred  on  him  in  as 
full  measure  as  he  himself  possessed  them,  including  the 
right  of  government.  These  men  now  sole  proprietors  in 
1664  signed  a  Constitution  under  the  title  of  "  The  Con- 
cessions and  Agreements  of  the  Lord  Proprietors  of  New 
Jersey,  to  and  with  all  and  every  of  the  adventurers  and 
all  such  as  shall  settle  and  plant  there."  This  paper  was 
regarded  by  the  people  as  "  the  great  Charter  of  their 
liberties,  sacred  and  irrevocable."  (Whitehead's  East 
Jersey,  36-37).  This  was  true  even  in  the  collisions 
which  so  often  occurred  between  the  Proprietaries  and 
the  Royal  Governors,  until  April  15,  1702,  the  former 
"  yielding  to  the  forte  of  circumstances,  surrendered  the 
powers  of  government  to  the  crown  of  Enghmd."  In  all 
these  changes  "  it  was  considered  that  the  privileges  of 
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the  people  as  confirmed  to  them  by  '  the  Concessions  of 
the  Proprietaries  '  v^ere  to  remain  unimpaired."  (White- 
head's East  Jersey,  221).  Whitehead  further  says  of 
"  the  Concessions  "  that  the  document  containing  them 
"must  ever  possess  great  interest  in  the  estimation  of 
the  citizens  of  Nev^  Jersey,  containing,  asit  does,  the  germ 
of  those  republican  principles  for  which  the  state  has  ever 
been  distinguished,  and  of  many  of  the  institutions  v^hich 
exist  to  the  present  time.     (East  Jersey,  47). 

The  surrender  of  the  government  of  New  Jersey  to  the 
British  Crown  by  the  Proprietors  in  1702,  resulted  in  the 
placing  of  the  Colony  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Cornbury 
whom  Bancroft  calls  "  the  profligate,  needy,  and  narrow- 
minded  adventurer."  Barber  and  Howe's  New  Jersey 
states  that  "  the  commission  and  the  instructions  which 
Cornbury  received,  formed  the  Constitution  and  govern- 
ment of  the  province  until  its  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence. The  new  government  was  composed  of  the 
gbvernor  and  twelve  councillors,  nominated  by  the  crown 
and  an  assembly  of  twenty-four  members,  to  be  elected 
by  the  people,  for  an  indefinite  term,  whose  sessions  were 
to  be  holden  alternately  at  Perth-Amboy  and  Burlington. 
Among  the  numerous  instructions  given  to  the  governor 
was  one  directing  him  to  permit  liberty  of  conscience  to 
all  persons  (except  Papists),  so  they  may  be  contented 
with  a  quiet  and  peaceful  enjoyment  of  the  same,  not 
giving  offence  or  scandal  to  the  government."  To  this 
the  instructions  made  one  notable  exception — "the  liberty 
of  printing  in  our  said  province  any  book,  or  pamphlet  or 
other  matters  whatsoever,  without  your  especial  leave 
and  license  first  obtained." 

These  instructions  as  may  be  inferred  from  Bancroft's 
words,  somewhat  narrowed  the  broad  and  noble  '  Conces- 
sions "  made  to  the  people  by  the  proprietaries.  In 
matters  of  legislation,  the  administration  of  justice,  the 
elective  franchise,  the  appo'intment  of  officers,  the  veto 
power  and  other  parts  of  government,   the  influence  of 
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crown  was  enlarged  and  that  of  the  people  diminished. 
The  encroachments  on  the  rights  of  the  people  were  ser- 
ious in  kind  and  extent. 

In  these  changes  the  crown  fortunately  was  held  in 
check  by  the  unabridged  rights  of  the  assembly  "  to  fix 
the  amount  of  its  grants  to  the  governor,"  so  that  the 
colonial  deliberations  as  to  revenue  and  appropriations 
were  respected  and  also  further  guarded  by  "  insisting 
on  an  auditor  of  its  own."  (Bancroft's  U.  S.  His.,  iii,  48-49. 

These  hints  of  oppressive  changes  in  the  liberties  of 
the  people  of  New  Jersey  are  pertinent  to  the  discussion 
of  a  remarkable  part  of  Mr.  Green's  career.  Governor 
William  Franklin,  next  to  Cornbury,  was  the  most  aggres- 
sive and  dangerous'  enemy  of  popular  rights  in  New 
Jersey.  The  assembly  had  conducted  the  war  against 
him  with  skill  and  courage,  until  in  1776  he  was  arrested 
and  confined  within  limits  in  Connecticut. 

On  the  loth  of  June,  1776,  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
New  Jersey  met  in  Burlington.  Five  members  had  been 
elected  by  the  voters  of  Morris  County.  The  Rev.  Jacob 
Green  was  one  of  them.  There  were  twenty-nine  candi- 
dates, and  the  election  was  held  in  different  parts  of  the 
county  four  days,  the  electoral  board  adjourning  from  one 
place  to  another  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  voters. 
The  voting  was  viva  voce.  Jacob  Drake  received  491 
votes,  Silas  Condit  487,  Ellis  Cook  485,  William  Wood- 
huU  343,  and  Jacob  Green  291.  (M.  S.  copy  of  Poll  Book, 
Morris  Co.  Elec,  May,  1776.) 

MR.    green's    ELECTION    ACCOUNTED     FOR. 

The  election  of  Mr.  Green  as  a  member  of  this  Provin- 
cial Congress,  a  revolutionary  body,  is  a  singuhir  fact. 
There  were  several  prominent  laymen  in  Morris  County 
that  might  have  filled  the  place.  In  fact,  twenty-nine 
citizens  of  the  county  were  nominated  and  were  willing 
to   serve   if   elected.     But  the  choice   fell   on    only    five. 
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Why  was  a  county  clergyman  elected  ?  The  reason  which 
probably  determined  the  selection  was  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Green  had  recently  published  a  political  tract  which  had 
commanded  wide  attention,  especially  in  New  Jersey. 
He  was  already  somewhat  famous  as  a  Harvard  graduate, 
as  having  acted  as  Vice-President  of  the  New  Jersey  Col- 
lege for  nearly  a  year  and  as  a  controversial  writer  of  no 
mean  ability.  The  tract  which  won  him  a  high  place  at 
that  time  and  led  to  his  election  to  the  Revolutionary 
Provincial  Congress  of  June,  1776,  was  one  whose  title 
and  contents  may  be  summarized  and  stated  with  consid- 
erable fullness. 

Its  title  page  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

OBSERVATIONS 

ON    THE 

RECONCILIATION 

OF 

GREAT  BRITAIN 

AND    THE 

COLONIES. 

In  which  are  exhibited  arguments  for  and  against  that 
Measure.     By  a  Friend  of  American  Liberty. 

Salus  Populi  duprema  lex  esto. 

Let  the  Good  of  the  People  be  the  Foundation  of  all  Law 
and  Civil  Government. 

PHILADELPHIA  : 

Printed  by  Robert  Bell  in  Third  Street. 

MDCCLXXVI. 

In   his   autobiography,    Dr.    Ashbel    Green   names  his 
father  as  the  author  of  this  pamphlet.     (Life  of  Ashbel 
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Green,  p.  46.)  Its  date,  by  comparing-  some  references  in 
it  with  the  history  of  the  period,  is  determined  as  about 
January,  1776,  or  possibly  a  month  or  two  earlier.  He 
refers  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Warren,  in  the  Battle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  June,  1775,  and  also  to  a  measure  carried  in 
the  Continental  Congress,  May,  1775,  ^^  send  "an  humble 
and  dutiful  petition  to  his  Majesty."  Mr.  Green  asserts 
that  "  we  cannot  now  make  the  same  offer  we  did  eight 
months  ago." 

This  fixes  the  date  of  the  "  Observations  "  as  about  the 
beginning  of  1776.  The  crisis  of  independence  was  close 
at  hand.  Many  able  men  were  discussing  the  theme, 
among  whom  "  Parson  Green,"  of  Hanover,  as  he  was 
familiarly  called,  bore  a  conspicuous  part.  Not  the  equal 
of  Alexander  Hamilton,  Thomas  Paine  and  some  others 
in  brilliancy,  Mr.  Green  wrote  this  and  other  pamphlets 
and  letters  that  were  weighty  with  the  good  sense  of  an 
earnest  patriotism. 

Pie  announces  "the  grand  inquiry  to  be  concerning  the 
issue  of  the  war  ;  in  what  way  it  must  be  attempted,  or 
how  shall  we  settle  matters  with  Britain  ?  Shall  we  ])e 
reconciled  to  Britain,  or  shall  we  be  independent  ?  Ha\e 
we  a  right  to  be  independent  ?  " 

He  discusses  the  theories  of  the  origin  of  civil  govern- 
ment and  asserts  that  "  the  whole  design  of  civil  govern- 
ment is  the  good  of  the  people.  A  magistrate  has  no 
right  or  authority  but  from  the  people  and  for  the  people." 
In  emphatic  terms  he  describes  the  oppressive  measures 
of  Britain  towards  America.  She  has  called  us  rebels  and 
treated  us  as  such  !  "  She  has  proposed  to  bring  the  peo- 
ple into  subjection  and  to  set  the  heads  of  some  of  the 
chiefs  upon  Temple  Bar." 

The  fact  of  the  prevalence  of  plans  for  reconciliation, 
at  that  crisis  is  evident  from  Bancroft.  (His.  U.  S.,  vii, 
79:  viii,  324).  Some  like  Joseph  Reed  cherished  "the 
most  passionate  desire  for  a  reconciliation  with  the 
mother    country."       John     Dickinson,     "the     illustrious 
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farmer,"  advocated  "reconciliation."  He  believed  more 
in  petitions  to  King  George  than  he  did  in  gun  powder. 
There  v^ere  many  sincere  patriots  who  advocated  such 
measures  as  should  "  delay  an  irrevocable  decision  "  to 
fight.  Jacob  Green  was  resisting  no  chimera  when  he 
contended  so  stoutly  against  any  plan  of  reconciliation 
short  of  independence. 

"May  25,  1775,  the  timid  party  prevailed  in  congress 
and  carried  the  measure  for  the  promotion  of  this  most 
desirable  reconciliation  an  humble  and  dutiful  petition  to 
his  Majesty."     (Bancroft's  U.  S.,  vii,  379-80.) 

And  in  November,  1775,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  New  Jersey  from  thirty-two  Free- 
holders of  the  County  of  Burlington,  praying  the  House 
to  enter  into  such  resolves  as  may  discourage  an  Indepen- 
dency of  Great  Britain  and  that  they  will  support  the 
Civil  Government  as  heretofore."  (Minutes  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  1775,  1776,  pp.  292-300.) 

And  yet  granted  that  "  Britain  has  forfeited  her  right 
to  govern  this  country,  and  that  in  equity  we  are  ac 
liberty  to  be  independent,  it  is  a  query  whether  it  is  pru- 
dent ?  Whether  it  is  best  for  us  to  assume  our  right  ? 
I  come  therefore  to  view  the  arguments  for  and  against 
Reconciliation." 

He  then  names  and  refutes  five  arguments  which  were 
urged  in  favor  of  Reconciliation  as  against  Independence. 

In  the  first  place  it  will  involve  us  in  a  long  and  bloody 
war  and  will  end  in  our  utter  ruin. 

Again,  unprotected  by  Britain,  we  would  become  an 
easy  prey  to  France,  Spain  or  some  other  enemy. 

Again,  if  we  are  reconciled  to  Britain,  our  war  expenses 
and  damages  will  be  made  good. 

Again,  "our  Independence  would  ruin  Britain  and 
surely  we  cannot  be  so  cruel  toward  our  Parent,  altho' 
she  has  dealt  somewhat  harshly  with  us  !  " 

The  fifth  argument  for  Reconciliation  as  against  Inde- 
pendency, is  the  fact  that  the  Continental  Congress  has 
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lately  applied  to  Great  Britain  and  proposed  a  Reconcilia- 
tion, and  therefore,  if  Britain  complies  with  our  proposal, 
we  cannot  refuse  to  treat  with  her."  (Bancroft's  U.  S., 
vii,  187-193.) 

In  answer,  Mr.  Green  says  :  "  But  there  has  been  no 
sign  of  Reconciliation,  nothing  but  the  same  process  of 
Fire  and  Blood  that  we  have  been  treated  with."  "  Now, 
this  is  our  case  with  Britain.  We  are,  therefore,  in  no 
way  bound  by  the  petition  we  sent  last  Juh^  (i775)-"  (Ban- 
croft U.  S.,  viii,  35-9.) 

Mr.  Green  then  presents  five  arguments  in  favor  of 
Independency:  (i.)  "  In  this  way  we  shall  avoid  oppres- 
sion. (2.)  We  shall  be  less  exposed  to  foreign  wars. 
(3.)  Our  public  taxes  will  be  inconsiderable  as  compared 
with  what  they  must  be  under  Regal  Government.  (4.) 
It  will  be  much  easier  to  settle  the  present  difficulties  by 
declaring  Independency  than  by  a  Reconciliation.  (5.) 
"  If  matters  are  settled  by  our  being  Independent,  the 
Colonial  Congress  will  be  acquitted  with  honor  ;  other- 
wise suspected  of  bribery  and  loaded  with  blame  and 
reproach.  If  matters  are  not  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  people  in  general,  the  manufacturers  of  that  matter 
will  be  the  object  of  much  public  odium.  Some  part  of 
the  Colony  has  suffered  so  much,  is  so  irritated  by  cruel 
treatments,  and  there  is  now  such  a  prospect  of  settling 
things  well  by  Independence,  that  it  will  be  impossible 
to  make  people  think  well  of  the  men  that  shall  again 
subject  us  to  the  British  Government." 

Sixth  argument :  "  If  we  are  independent,  we  should 
be  less  liable  to  internal  tumults  and  rebellions.  Our 
people  have  now  such  a  sense  of  liberty,  and  have  so  well 
succeeded  in  our  present  contests  with  Britain,  that  it 
will  be  very  difficult  to  prevent  something  similar  in 
time  to  come." 

Seventh  argument ,  "  If  we  are  independent,  this  land 
of  liberty  will  be  glorious  on  many  accounts.  Population 
will  abundantly  increase,   agriculture  will  be  promoted, 
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trade  will  flourish,  religion,  unrestrained  by  human  laws, 
will  have  free  course  to  run  and  prevail  and  America  be 
an  asylum  for  all  noble  spirits  and  sons  of  liberty  from 
all  parts  of  the  world.  Hither  they  may  retire  from 
every  land  of  oppression — here  they  may  expand  and 
exult — here  they  may  enjoy  all  the  blessings  which  this 
terraqueous  globe  can  offer  to  fallen  man." 

Mr.  Green  concluded  his  "observations"  by  asserting 
that  "  persons  of  public  spirit  and  capacity  should  at  this 
time  exert  themselves,  and  set  the  people's  interests  pro- 
perly before  them,  avoiding  heats  and  factions,  but  show- 
ing people  the  weight  and  importance  of  the  case  and 
giving  a  just  view  of  the  State  of  America." 

In  a  n(pfe  Mr.  Green  pleads  most  positively  for  universal 
religious  freedo?n. 

In  a  second  note  he  adds  some  sentences  which  nobly 
harmonize  with  his  expressed  hatred  for  slavery.  He 
says  :  "I  wish  that  I  could  add  that  the  guilt  of  slavery 
would  be  banished  from  us,  and  I  cannot  but  hope  that 
in  time  it  may.  AVhat  a  dreadful  absurdity  !  What  a 
shocking  consideration  that  people  who  are  so  strenuously 
contending  for  liberty  should  at  the  same  time  encourage 
and  promote  slavery  !  " 

The  tract  was  timely.  Bunker  Hill  had  been  fought 
eight  months  before.  Washington  had  been  elected 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Continental  Army  and  had 
been  pushing  the  siege  of  Boston  six  months.  The 
colonies  were  in  a  ferment  of  indignation  and  resistance. 
Public  sentiment,  whilst  running  strongly  against  the 
tyranny  of  Great  Britain,  was  not  unanimous.  The 
strength  of  the  mother  country,  as  contrasted  with  the 
weakness  of  the  colonies,  excited  fears  in  the  hearts  of 
many  who  looked  about  anxiously  for  some  method  of 
reconciliation.  In  its  wealth,  social  position  and  love  for 
the  oppressor,  this  party  in  the  colonies  was  by  no  means 
to  be  despised.  And  the  wonder  is  that  it  did  not  succeed 
in  its  imwise  purpose. 
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No  one  would  claim  that  Mr.  Green's  pamphlet  is  the 
equal  of  the  famous  "  Common  Sense  "  and  "  The  Crisis  " 
of  Thomas  Paine  in  its  genius.  But  it  was  a  noble  plea 
against  a  pusillanimous  reconciliation  with  the  enemy. 
No  such  famous  sentence  can  be  quoted  from  "  The 
Observations  "  as  that  which  flashes  out  in  the  first  sen- 
tence of  "  The  Crisis :  "  "  These  are  the  times  that  try 
men's  souls."  Yet  these  calm,  positive  and  patriotic 
words  of  the  Morris  County  parson  did  a  great  work  for 
the  cause  of  American  Independence  at  that  crisis. 

This  able  plea  for  independence  was  widely  circulated 
in  the  Middle  States,  especially  in  New  Jersey.  i\nd 
there  is  little  doubt  that  it  was  a  chief  cause  which  led  to 
the  election  of  Mr.  Green  as  a  member  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  which  fixed  the  political  statutes  of  New  Jersey 
and  defined  its  constitutional  rights  for  three-quarters  of 
a  century.  And  further,  this  pamplet  was  the  cause  of 
placing  its  author  at  the  head  of  the  committee  for 
drafting  a  constitution,  the  principal  business  of  that  fam- 
ous Congress, 

There  were  able  men  in  the  same  committee  who  un- 
doubtedly contributed  their  part  to  the  completed  consti- 
tution, but  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  the  Chairman  was  the 
leading  spirit  in  its  construction. 

Let  us  here  arrest  the  narration  to  relate  the  method  of 
electing  the  representatives  to  this  Provincial  Congress, 
We  have  copies  of  the  Poll  Books  used  in  Morris  County, 
which  are  probably  similar  to  those  then  used  through- 
out New  Jersej^. 

THE    ELECTION     AND    ITS    METHODS. 

Whilst  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Rockaway, 
in  Morris  County,  nearly  forty  years  ago,  it  was  my  good 
fortune  to  have  the  assistance  in  my  historical  inquiries 
of  the  two  brothers,  Samuel  Southard  Halsey  and  Edmund 
Drake    Halsey.       The    memory    of    their    distinguished 
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father,  Samuel  Beach  Halsey,  is  to  me  undimmed  by  the 
years  that  have  elapsed  since  his  decease.  In  185.1, 
vSamuel  was  a  S  v:.homore  at  Princeton.  In  his  natural 
gifts  of  mind  and  hoirt  he  v^^as  an  able  and  a  delightful 
man.  He  displayed  his  devotion  at  least  to  one  of  his 
friends,  by  the  gene.'ous  help  v^hilst  a  member  of  college, 
in  securing  copies  of  certain  documents  pertaining  to 
transactions  v^ith  which  this  paper  is  dealing.  They 
were  in  the  possession  of  the  late  Hon.  James  Sproat 
Green,  of  Princeton,  son  of  Rev.  Ashbel  Green,  D.D.,  and 
grandson  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  Green,  of  Hanover.  Among 
them  was  one  containing  the  polls  held  in  the  five  town- 
ships of  Morris  County,  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday 
and  Thursday,  May  27,  28,  29  and  30,  1776.  The  election 
was  held  to  choose  five  men  to  represent  Morris  County 
in  the  Provincial- Congress,  which  was  to  meet  in  Bur- 
lington, June  10,  1776. 

"  The  only  persons  entitled  to  vote  *  *  *  for  the 
delegates  to  the  Provincial  Congress  were  freeholders." 
This  was  the  original  rule  and  was  changed  to  one  more 
liberal  which  directed  that  "  every  person  of  full  age,  who 
had  resided  one  whole  year  in  any  county  immediately 
proceeding  the  election  and  was  worth  at  least  fifty 
pounds  in  real  or  personal  estate,  should  be  admitted  to 
vote."  Subsequently  the  requirement  was  added  that 
"  all  officeholders  and  voters  must  sign  the  prescribed 
articles  of  association.'^  (Collections  of  N.  J.  His.  Soc, 
Elmer  vii,  25.) 

There  were  no  nominating  conventions  so  far  as  now 
known.  The  voting  was  viva  voce,  each  voter  naming  the 
five  men  whom  he  desired  to  represent  the  county  in  the 
Provincial  Congress.  The  election  began  at  Morristown 
Monday  morning  at  ten  o'clock.  May  27th,  and  continued 
there  two  days.  During  those  two  days  twenty-one 
"different  candidates  were  voted  for,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  votes  were  cast. 

The   third   day   the   polls   were    held    at  the  house    of 
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Brant  Jacobus  in  Pequannock  Township,  on  Wednesday, 
the  29th  of  May.  The  names  of  six  new  candidates  were 
added  and  seventy-three  votes  cast. 

The  fourth  day,  Thursday,  May  30th,  the  polls  were 
held  at  the  house  of  Cusler  Salmon,  in  Roxbury  Town- 
ship. The  names  of  two  new  candidates  were  added  and 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  votes  cast. 

The  names  of  the  five  successful  candidates — Ellis 
Cook,  Silas  Condict,  Jacob  Drake,  Jacob  Green  and  Wm. 
Woodhull — were  prominent  and  received  votes  at  each 
of  the  three  voting  places  in  Morris,  Pequannock  and 
Roxbury,  These  were  the  only  three  places  named.  The 
total  vote  polled  was  525,  of  which  Jacob  Drake  received 
491,  Silas  Condict  487,  Ellis  Cook  485,  Wm.  Woodhull  343 
and  Jacob  Green  291.  "  These,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  were  declared 
elected,  being  the  five  highest  on  the  list.  It  is  worth 
while  to  state  that  the  sixth  on  the  list  was  Moses  Tuttle, 
of  Mendham  Township.  With  few  exceptions  the  candi- 
dates themselves  declined  to  vote.  Not  one  of  the  five 
successful  candidates  voted  as  appears  in  the  record. 

Of  the  elected  delegates,  two  were  from  Hanover 
Township — Cook  and  Green  ;  one  from  Morris — Condict ; 
one  from  Roxbury — Drake  ;  and  one  from  Mendham — 
Woodhull.  Pequannock  did  not  have  a  citizen  fortunate 
enough  to  be  elected.  It  is  worth  while  here  also  to 
note  the 


REI,ATIVE    STRENGTH    OF    THE    FIVE    TOWNSHIPS. 

In  1766,  Morris  County  was  divided  into  five  townships, 
viz  :  Morris,  Mendham,  Hanover,  Pequannock  and  Rox- 
bury. The  poll  book  of  May,  1776,  furnishes  some  proxi- 
mate views  of  the  strength  of  the  coimty  as  shown  in 
its  townships.  The  value  is  somewhat  modified  by  the 
fact  that  a  voter  might  vote  anywhere  in  the  county  at 
any  one  of  its  three  voting  places — Morristown,  Pequan- 
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nock  and  Roxbury.  However,  vv^hen  he  voted,  he  must 
name  the  tov^^nship  in  which  he  resided.  According  to 
this,  we  find  the  following  facts.     At  that  electioij, 

Morris  Township  had  votes,       -         -         -  120 

Mendham                 "''----  28 

Hanover                   u         u             _         .         .  186 

Pequannock             "         "        -         -         -         -  73 

Roxbury                   "         "             -         -         -  1 1 8 


Total  -         -         -         -         -         -     525 

These  men  were  elected  by  the  30th  of  May,  and  on  the 
loth  of  June,  they  w^ere  to  be  at  Burlington  to  commence 
work  of  the  highest  importance.  How  well  Morris 
County  bore  her  part,  we  ma}^  have  reason  to  note  subse- 
quently. But  it  may  be  here  stated  that  so  far  as  their 
recorded  votes  indicate,  these  delegates  did  their  duty 
well.  An  examination  of  the  votes  on  points  vital  in  the 
great  issues  before  the  country  the}^  were  a  unit  or  nearly 
so.  And  further,  the  views  of  these  men  harmonized 
with  those  of  Jacob  Green,  as  announced  in  the  political 
pamphlet  already  quoted. 


THE    PROVINCIAL    CONGRESS,    N.    J.,    JUNE    lO,     I776. 

For  one  reason,  if  for  no  more,  this  Congress  was  one 
of  the  most  important  and  interesting  of  all  the  Provincial 
Congresses  of  New  Jersey.  Let  us  briefly  trace  its 
origin  and  work.  Fortunately,  we  have  the  materials 
for  the  search  in  the  volume  published  by  the  Legislature 
of  New  Jersey  in  1879 — "The  Minutes  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  and  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  1775,  1776." 

Not  the  least  interesting  part  of  this  volume  is  that 
which  gives  the  history  in  documentary  form  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  New  Jersey  in  the  months  of  May, 
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June.  August  and  October,  1775,  and  also  the  Provincial 
Cong-ress  of  January,  February  and  March,  1776  ; 
and  still  further,  the  Provincial  Congress  of  June  10, 
1776,  until  July  18,  1776,  when  "the  vStyle  and  Title  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  New  Jersey"  v^as  changed  to  that 
of  "the  Convention  of  New  Jersey."  (Minutes  Prov. 
Congress,  etc.,  1775-177^,  P-  5^^-) 

William  Franklin,  the  natural  son  of  Benjamin  Franklin, 
was  the  last  Royal  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  holding 
the  office  from  1762  to  1776.  He  was  an  able,  but 
dangerous  man.  The  Congress  of  '76  had  him  arrested 
and  sent  from  the  State  to  Connecticut  where  he  was  con- 
fined within  limits.  As  early  as  February,  1764,  the  state 
of  things  required  a  man  or  a  body  of  men  to  look  after 
the  interests  of  New  Jersey.  The  necessities  of  the  case 
led  the  House  of  the  Assembly — the  popular  branch  of  the 
Legislature — to  appoint  "  a  Committee  of  Correspondence 
to  obtain  early  and  authentic  intelligence  as  to  all  acts 
and  resolutions  of  the  British  Parliament  affecting  the 
interests  of  the  American  Colonies  ;  "  also  "to  maintain 
a  correspondence  with  our  sister  colonies  respecting  these 
important  considerations."  This  committee  was  "  occa- 
sionally to  lay  its  proceedings  before  the  House."  Its 
work  was  of  the  greatest  importance  as  a  link  to  unite 
the  county  committees  of  safety  and  finally  was  named 
The  Committee  of  Safety  of  New  Jersey,  its  first  meet- 
ing occurring  at  Princeton,  August  30,  1775."  (Minutes 
of  Prov.  Cong,  and  Com,  of  Safety,  p.  195.) 

The  name  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  Jersey 
was  used  as  early  as  May  5,  1775,  ^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 
record  of  it.  (Prov.  Cong.  N.  J.,  1775,  103.)  On  that 
date  the  General  Committee  of  Association  of  Essex 
County  gave  certain  instructions  to  "  the  Deputies  elected 
to  represent  said  town  in  Provincial  Congress."  The 
first  record  of  that  body's  meeting  bears  this  inscription  : 
"  Congress  of  New  Jersey   to   New   York   Congress.     In 
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Provincial  Congress,  New  Jersey,  Trenton,  May  26,  1775." 
(Prov.  Cong.,  149.) 

The  famous  name  was  adopted  about  that  time  and  it 
continued  in  use  until  Thursday,  July  18,  1776,  at  Tren- 
ton, when  it  was  "  Resolved,  That  this  House  from  hence- 
forth, instead  of  the  style  and  title  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  New  Jersey,  do  adopt  and  assume  the  style 
and  title  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey." 
(Minutes  Prov.  Cong.,  511.) 

The  Original  Congress  elected  in  May,  1775,  with  few 
changes  served  until  "  the  new  choice  of  deputies  could 
be  made  in  May,  1776."  (Minutes,  379,  169.)  This  Ordi- 
nance directed  that  five  deputies  be  elected  by  each  of 
the  thirteen  counties  to  constitute  the  Provincial  Con- 
g'ress  of  New  Jersey  that  was  to  act  so  conspicuous  a  part 
in  the  revolutionary  and  constitutional  history  of  New 
Jersey.  It  successfully  conducted  a  revolution  and  formed 
a  constitution  that  was  in  force  until  superseded  by  a 
new  one. 

And  so  well  did  it  do  its  work  that  Judge  Elmer  says 
"  the  universal  public  opinion  of  the  people  sanctioned  its 
provisions,  which,  with  but  little  change  continued  in 
force  until  altered  by  the  constitution  of  1844,  and  the 
fifteenth  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States."     (Collections  N.  J.  His.  Soc,  vii,  48.) 


THE    PROVINCIAL    CONGRESS    OF    1 776. 

In  the  History  of  New  Jersey  this  Congress  must  hold 
a  conspicuous  place.  The  thirteen  counties  of  the  state 
were  represented  by  five  delegates  from  each  county. 
Among  these  sixty-five  men  were  several  able  lawyers 
and  two  Presbyterian  ministers.  Several  had  a  national 
reputation.  Stephen  Crane,  Silas  Condict,  John  Cleves 
Symmes,  Frederick  Frelinghuysen,  John  Witherspoon, 
Moses  Bloomfield,  Jonathan  D.  Sargeant,  Samuel  Tucker 
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and  Philemon  Dickinson,  were  men  known  beyond  the 
limits  of  New  Jersey. 

Dr.  VVitherspoon  was  famous  in  Scotland  and  in  all  the 
American  Colonies.  And  Judge  Elmer  in  his  fine  paper 
on  "the  first  Constitution  of  New  Jersey,"  read  before 
the  Historical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  May  lo,  1870, 
especially  mentions  "two  eminent  lawyers  —  Jonathan 
Dickinson  Sargeant  and  John  Cleves  Symmes  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  for  drafting  the  new  Constitution." 
(Collections  New  Jersey  His.  Soc,  vii,  28.) 

Samuel  Tucker  was  elected  President  and  William 
Patterson,  Secretary  of  the  Congress.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Witherspoon  opened  the  Congress  with  prayer. 

The  formation  of  a  committee  to  draft  a  constitution 
was  considered  on  the  24th  of  June  and  a  committee  of 
ten  was  appointed.  Congress  appointed  Jacob  Green  its 
Chairman. 

The  following  partial  summary  of  the  doings  of  Con- 
gress and  Committee  will  be  of  interest. 

The  Provincial  Congress  on  the  24th  of  June  appointed 
the  committee  of  ten  "  to  prepare  the  draught  of  a 
constitution."  On  the  26th  of  June,  the  committee  re- 
ported a  draught  of  the  constitution  "  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading."  On  the  27th  of  June 
"  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  "  and  "took  under  consideration  the  draught  of  a 
Constitution."  The  Committee  of  the  Whole  reported  to 
the  Congress  and  "prayed  leave  to  set  again."  The  same 
day  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  "  assumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  draught  of  the  Constitution."  The  next  day, 
June  28th,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  reported  that 
they  had  not  yet  come  to  any  resolution  and  desired  leave 
to  sit  again.  A  second  meeting  of  the  Committee  the 
same  day  made  a  similar  report.  On  the  29th  the  Con- 
gress resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  and 
reported  this  resolution,  viz  : 
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"  That  the  Congress  vv^ill  receive  the  report  of  the 
Comniittee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next,  July  2d,  at 
which  time  every  member  is  enjoined  to  be  punctual  in 
his  attendance."  July  2d,  on  the  question  whether  the 
draught  of  the  Constitution  formed  on  the  report  of  the 
Commitee  of  the  Whole  be  now  confirmed,  or  be  deferred 
for  further  consideration  ?  It  was  carried  for  confirming 
now  by  a  vote  of  26  to  9. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Green  is  recorded  in  the  affirmative, 
and  so  far  as  I  can  discover  does  not  appear  again.  The 
statehood  of  New  Jersey  was  confirmed  by  its  own  Con- 
gress and  a  constitution  adopted.  His  son.  Ashbel  Green, 
says  that  Mr.  Green  ''left  the  Congress  as  soon  as  the 
main  business  — the  formation  of  a  constitution  for  the 
State  was  completed,  refused  to  return,  although  pressed 
to  do  so,  and  declined  unequivocally  to  be  again  a  candi- 
date for  the  membership  in  any  legislative  body.  He 
acted  thus,  not  because  he  regretted  what  he  had  already 
done,  but  because  he  held  that  only  on  some  very  extra- 
ordinary occasion,  such  as  that  to  which  he  had  yielded, 
was  it  lawful  for  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  who  had  a 
parochial  charge,  to  leave  his  flock  and  the  full  discharge 
of  his  spiritual  duties,  for  any  civil  and  secular  station 
or  employment  whatsoever."  (Dr.  Ashbel  Green's  Auto- 
biograph}^,  p.  60.) 

It  ma}^  occur  to  some  that  this  apology  of  Dr.  Green 
for  his  father's  precipitate  abandonment  of  his  duty  as  a 
member  of  the  Provincial  Congress  at  that  crisis,  was 
hardly  consistent  with  his  extensive  practice  as  a 
physician  and  his  somewhat  numerous  avocations  of  a 
purely  secular  character.  In  his  own  autobiography  he 
sa5^s  that  except  medicine,  these  callings  brought  him  a 
great  deal  of  trouble.  The  old  Latin  adage  is  his  best 
apology — "  Necessitas  nescit  leges,  necessity  is  ignorant  of 
fixed  laws. '' 
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THE    AUTHOR    OF    THE    CONSTITUTION    OF    '76. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  ability  and  standing-  of 
some  of  the  men  who  composed  the  Provincial  Congress 
of  New  Jersey,  1776,  add  not  a  little  to  Mr.  Green's  repu- 
utation.  He  was  associated  with  Stephen  Crane  and 
Abraham  Clark  of  Essex,  John  Cleves  Symmes  of  Sussex, 
Frederick  Frelinghuysen  of  Somerset,  John  Covenhoven, 
Philemon.  Dickerson,  vSamuel  Tucker  and  Charles  Read 
of  Burlington,  and  others  noted  for  intelligence  and 
patriotism.  The  selection  of  him  as  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  to  draft  the  Constitution  was  highly  compli- 
mentary, and  as  proved  by  the  result,  well  deserved. 

The  authorship  of  this  remarkable  instrument  which 
continued  to  be  the  Constitution  of  New  Jersey  for  nearly 
three-quarters  of  a  century,  is  a  matter  of  conjecture. 
Judge  Elmer  in  his  article  on  "  the  first  Constitution  of 
New  Jersey,"  read  before  the  Historical  Society  of  New 
Jersey,  May  10,  1870,  says,  "who  was  the  author  of  the 
draft  does  not  appear.  It  has  always  been  understood 
that  Rev.  Dr.  John  Witherspoon,  President  of  Princeton 
College,  took  an  active  part  in  preparing  it.  Two  emi- 
nent lawyers,  Jonathan  Dickinson  Sergeant  and  John 
Cleves  Symmes,  were  on  the  Committee  ;  but  the  instru- 
ment bears  quite  as  prominent  marks  of  a  clerical  as  of  a 
legal  origin."     (Collections  N.  J.  His.  Soc.  Vol.  VII,  28.) 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Provincial  Congress 
began  its  sessions  June  loth  and  on  the  21st  the  resolu- 
tion was  passed  "that  a  government  be  formed  for 
regulating  the  internal  police  for  this  Colony,"  and  that 
the  next  day,  June  22d,  the  Congress  elected  "five  dele- 
gates to  represent  this  Colony  in  Continental  Congress  " 
of  whom  Dr.  Witherspoon  was  the  last.  Two  days  after 
this,  June  24th,  the  Provincial  Congress  appointed  its 
committee  of  ten  to  draft  the  constitution.  Mr.  (yreen 
was  its  chairman.     I  have  met  with  no  record  or  known 
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fact  v^hich  seems  to  me  to  justify  what  Judge  Elmer  says 
as  to  its  having  alv^ays  been  understood  that  Dr.  Wither- 
spoon  took  an  active  part  in  preparing  that  draft  of  the 
Constitution  that  v^as  presented  July  2d. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  fact  that  Mr.  Green  v^as  made 
Chairman,  is  a  strong  presumptive  proof  that  he  had  by 
his  v^ritings  and  other  discussions  shown  a  profound 
knowledge  of  the  needs  of  New  Jersey  at  that  crisis,  when 
she  was  contending  with  an  able  but  unscrupulous 
Governor,  an  enraged  Parliament  and  a  strong  and  dis- 
loyal party  at  home,  acting  in  harmony  with  the  English 
government.  Mr.  Green  was  a  man  of  distinguished 
parts  and  attainments,  a  strong  thinker  and  writer,  and 
profoundly  earnest  in  his  convictions  that  the  Colonies 
must  be  independent.  He  had  shown  this  in  his  widely 
circulated  ''  Observations  on  the  present  Controversy 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  American  Colonies,"  pub- 
lished a  few  months  before  the  Congress  met.  Subse- 
quently he  gave  other  proofs  of  a  mind  trained  in  lines  of 
investigation  worthy  of  a  statesman.  His  discussions  of 
taxation  and  currency  are  of  this  class. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  those  able  lawyers  named  by 
Judge  Elmer — Serjeant  and  Symmes — and  others  scarcely 
less  able,  Frederick  Frelinghuysen,  Abraham  Clarke, 
Philemon  Dickerson,  Samuel  Tucker  and  Charles  Read, 
had  an  important  part  in  shaping  the  document  as  finally 
adopted.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  it,  but  in  the  absence 
of  positive  evidence  to  the  contrary,  my  belief  is  that  the 
original  draft  was  from  the  pen  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  Green. 
The  lines  of  thinking  are  quite  like  his,  and  he  was  so 
wonted  to  engross  with  his  pen  the  result  of  his  thinking, 
that  I  feel  it  to  be  very  likely  that  he  had  taken  to  Bur- 
lington the  draft  of  a  constitution  such  as  he  thought 
adapted  to  the  times.  This  view  is  corroborated  by  the 
fact  that  in  his  famous  tract  on  "  Reconciliation  with  Great 
Britain,"  Mr.  Green,  while  resisting  the  scheme  of  recon- 
ciliation,   prepared   a   plan    in    case  the  reconciliation  is 
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carried — "  The  Plan  of  an  American  Compact  with  Great 
Britain,  etc."  I  feel  sure  Mr.  Green  carried  to  Burling- 
ton a  draft  of  a  constitution  v^hich  v^as  the  basis  of  that 
which  was  adopted.     It  was  like  him. 

It  is  to  be  added  as  a  curious  fact  in  the  records  of  that 
famous  Provincial  Congress  of  New  Jersey  that  its 
resolutions  and  papers  are  almost  entirely  anonymous. 
The  names  of  movers  and  seconds  are  not  given,  and  in 
place  of  these  we  have  "  Congress  went  into  the  considera- 
tion of  the  propriety  of  forming  a  government  *  *  * 
Resolved,  etc.;"  ''The  Committee  reported,  etc.;"  "The 
Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  the 
Committee  of  JVAok  and  carried  for  confirming  it." 

The  reason  is  obvious.  This  Congress  had  arrested 
and  expatriated  a  Royal  Governor,  and,  as  looked  at  from 
the  British  view-point,  was  indulging  in  the  dangerous 
business  of  treason.  The  result  was  not  yet  revealed, 
and  it  was  a  natural  policy  to  keep  the  individual  out 
of  sight,  and  the  "  Congress  "  and  "  the  Commiteee  "  at  the 
front. 

Before  dismissing  this  part  of  the  discussion,  let  me 
add  that  it  was  a  common  impression  at  the  time  that  the 
Hanover  Pastor  drafted  the  Constitution  of  1776.  His 
son.  Rev.  Dr.  Ashbel  Green,  says  in  his  notes  to  the  auto- 
biagraphy  of  his  father  published  in  the  Christian  Advocate, 
"he — Jacob  Green — was  elected,  although  it  was  contrary 
to  his  wishes  and  remonstrances  as  a  member  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  New  Jersey,  which  set  aside  the 
royal  government  of  that  province  and  formed  the  pres- 
ent Constitution  of  that  State,  and  he  was  Chairman  of 
the  Committe  that  drafted  the  Constitution.  As  soon, 
however,  as  it  was  ratified  by  the  Congress,  he  left  that 
body  and  returned  after  about  a  month's  absence  to  the 
duties  of  his  pastoral  charge." 

REV.    JACOB    GREEN    AND    REVOLUTIONARY    WAR. 

Two  great  American  wars  occurred   in  the    period  of 
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Mr.  Green's  pastorate.  The  first  vs^as  "  the  old  French 
War,  1744-59,"  and  the  other  the  Revolutionary  War.  I 
have  found  no  reference  to  any  act  or  word  of  his  associa- 
ted with  the  first  war.  New  Jersey  sent  several  regi- 
ments. It  is  well  known,  however,  that  some  men 
belonging  to  his  congregation  were  enlisted  in  regiments 
that  served  in  that  war. 

In  the  ferment  of  opinion  which  preceeded  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  the  people  of  Morris  County  participated. 
Patriotic  leagues  and  Committees  of  Safety  were  formed 
to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  colony  and  country. 
The  Tories  vs^ere  dealt  with  in  some  cases  severely,  and 
New  Jersey  from  the  beginning  was  loyal.  As  the  ques- 
tions of  right  and  duty  came  up  for  discussion,  they  were 
met  by  no  one  more  earnestly  than  by  the  Rev.  Jacob 
Green.  The  year  preceding  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, as  already  stated,  he  printed  his  "  Observations  on 
the  Present  Controversy"  in  which  he  argued  not  merely 
the  righteousness  of  declaring  independence  but  the  pru- 
dence of  it.  He  planted  himself  so  firmly  on  that  side 
that  he  was  regarded  as  a  leader.  He  was  naturally 
selected  as  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Congress  that  met 
in  Burlington,  June,  1776,  to  declare  the  Colony  separate 
from  Great  Britain  and  prepare  a  constitution  adapted  to 
that  radical  change.  How  v/ell  he  and  his  colleagues 
did  their  work  has  been  discussed  elsewhere.  Not  merely 
in  that  public  way  did  he  act  the  part  of  a  patriot,  but  in  his 
large  congregation  in  all  ways  consistent  with  his  high 
calling  he  wrought  for  the  country  in  the  terrible  struggle 
which  lasted  eight  years.  His  courage  was  equal  to  the 
crisis  of  that  year  which  included  the  disasters  to  the 
American  army  in  Westchester  and  the  terrible  retreat 
from  the  Hudson  to  the  Delaware  in  the  early  winter  of 
'76-7  finding  safety  in  crossing  the  Delaware.  The  con- 
dition of  our  cause  was  regarded  hopeless  by  many  until 
the  two  actions  at  Trenton,  December  26,  1776  and  Jan- 
uary 2,  1777,  and  that  at  Princeton  January  3d,  inspired 
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the  country  with  hope.  After  the  last  battle  the  Ameri- 
can army  was  led  by  Washington  to  Morristown.  It  was 
an  ill-clad,  ill-fed  and  in  all  respects  except  its  high 
courage  and  patriotism,  ill-conditioned  body  of  troops. 
To  shelter,  feed  and  provide  for  their  necessities,  laid  a 
heavy  burden  especially  on  Morristown  and  the  regions 
about  it.  Thousands  were  billeted  on  the  farmers  and 
others.  The  Rev.  Samuel  L.  Tuttle,  pastor  of  the  Madi 
son  Presbyterian  Church,  has  described  the  process  in  his 
''Bottle  Hill  During  the  Revolution,"  delivered  July  4, 
1855.  (Dawson's  Historical  Mag.,  2d  Series,  Vol.  IX,  205.) 
The  reference  here  made  is  to  show  how  heavy  was  the 
burden  borne  by  the  people  that  winter,  "  Every  home 
throughout  this  entire  region  was  filled  either  with 
officers  or  soldiers."  But  my  purpose  is  also  to  present 
the  Hanover  Pastor  as  he  appeared  that  winter.  He  had 
said  and  done  brave  things  in  the  Provincial  Congress  at 
Burlington  the  summer  previous.  How  will  he  speak  and 
act  here  with  patriots,  hungry  and  badly  clad,  in  every 
house  in  his  parish,  his  own  house  being  no  exception? 
In  a  note  to  his  father's  autobiography.  Dr.  Ashbel  Green 
refers  to  his  father's  family  after  in  January,  1777,  its 
quota  had  been  billetted.  He  says  :  ''  The  family  of  Rev. 
Jacob  Green  consisted  of  nine  individuals;  and  fourteen 
officers  and  soldiers  were  quartered  in  the  same  dwelling." 
{^Christian  Advocate^  ix,  522.) 

It  requires  no  imagination  to  know  what  inconveniences 
would  result.  Yet  in  the  conversations  with  some  of  his 
parishioners,  in  the  traditions  of  the  time,  and  in  letters 
and  diaries,  I  have  never  heard  of  an  impatient  word 
from  this  man.  He  knew  and  appreciated  the  fact  that 
the  soldiers  had  the  worst  of  the  inconveniences.  Indeed 
that  was  the  general  fact  with  the  hosts  who  enter- 
tained the  heroes  of  "  the  Mud  Rounds  "  of  Trenton  and 
Princeton. 

The  fact  has  been  noted  that  Mr.  Green  studied  and 
practised  medicine  in  Hanover.     Other  ministers  of  Nov; 
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Jersey  did  this.  Rev.  Jonathan  Dickinson,  the  able 
pastor  of  Elizabethtown  and  first  President  of  the  CoHeg-e 
of  New  Jersey,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Kennedy  of  Basking 
Ridge,  the  Rev.  John  Derby  of  Parsippany  and  others 
united  the  practise  of  medicine  v^ith  their  duties  as 
pastors  of  important  churches.  (Wicke's  Medical  History 
of  New  Jersey,  234,  etc.) 

It  is  in  point  here  to  refer  to  the  necessity  which  com- 
pelled Washington  to  innoculate  the  army  after  it  went 
into  winter  quarters  in  January,  1777.  Before  enforcing 
so  critical  a  measure  he  consulted  Mr.  Green  and  other 
men  of  influence,  convincing  them  of  the  beneficence  of 
the  plan  as  well  as  its  necessity.  He  further  convinced 
them  that  all  "  could  be  carried  through  the  small-pox 
with  very  little  danger."  He  insisted  that  not  to  innocu- 
late in  all  probability  would  result  in  the  disaster  of  the 
natural  small-pox  in  its  worst  form,  spreading  through 
the  whole  population.     (Dr.  A.  Green's  Life,  83.) 

The  Rev.  Samuel  L.  Tuttle,  says  that  both  in  Hanover 
and  Morristown  there  were  several  private  hospitals  used 
for  the  purpose  of  innoculation  as  a  means  of  arresting  the 
disease.  (Bottle  Hill  in  the  Revolution,  Dawson's  His. 
Mag.,  2d  Series,  ix,  211.) 

It  is  said  that  Dr.  Johnes  of  Morristown  and  Parson 
Green  of  Hanover  organized  private  hospitals  in  their 
parishes  and  with  ministerial  authority  more  common  in 
that  day  than  this,  urged  their  families  to  be  innoculated. 
The  results  were  remarkable  as  pointed  out  by  Dr. 
Green  that  those  innoculated  had  the  disease  in  its  mild- 
est form,  while  those  who  had  it  in  '*  the  natural  way  " 
had  it  in  its  worst  form  attended  with  extraordinary 
fatality.  The  Hanover  Church  "  for  a  short  time  was 
made  a  hospital  for  the  reception  of  those  on  whom  the 
natural  small-pox  had  appeared  before  they  could  be  in- 
noculated ;  and  more  frightful  and  pitiable  human  beings 
I  have  never  seen.  The  most  of  these  died."  {Christian 
Advocate^  ix,  522.     Life  of  A.  Green,  91.) 
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In  this  connection  let  me  state  a  fact  derived  from  "the 
Morristown  Bill  of  Mortality."  It  is  to  illustrate  the 
authority  which  Dr.  Johnes  and  Parson  Green  exercised 
over  their  congregations  at  a  very  trying  crisis.  During 
the  year  1777,  which  included  the  time  of  innoculating 
the  American  army,  205  died  in  Morristown,  not  includ- 
ing deaths  in  the  army.  Sixty-eight  of  these  died  of 
small-pox. 

Probably  never  in  its  existence  has  Morristown  suf- 
fered so  severely  from  this  filthy  and  dreaded  disease. 
Of  the  sixty-eight  victims  eleven  belonged  to  Presbyterian 
families  and  with  few  exceptions  the  remainder  belonged 
to  the  Baptist  congregation  and  non-professing  families 
over  whom  the  pastor  Rev.  Dr.  Timothy  Johnes  had  little 
control.  The  statement  is  remarkable,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  if  we  had  the  record  of  Hanover  that  terrible  year, 
the  results  would  not  greatly  differ  from  those  of  Morris- 
tovv^n.  It  has  been  stated  that  Mr.  Green  unfolded  a 
thorough  plan  for  the  innoculation  of  all  belonging  to  his 
congregation  and  urged — even  commanded — them  to 
comply  with  it.  The  consequences  were  remarkable. 
Few  of  them  died. 

The  same  I  feel  sure  was  true  of  Dr.  Johnes'  congre- 
gation. "  The  Bill "  shows  that  very  few  of  hi'?  people 
died  of  small-pox  which  was  fatal  in  forty-nine  cases  out- 
side the  church.  In  both  cases  the  treatment  was 
''  heroic  "  but  beneficent.  Few  of  the  army  who  were 
innoculated  died.  The  same  was  true  of  the  great  par- 
ishes of  which  Dr.  Johnes  and  Parson  Green  were  the 
firm  but  loving  directors.  I  think  it  likely  the  same  was 
true  of  Madison  and  Basking  Ridge. 

These  scenes  in  which  Mr.  Green  was  an  active  partici- 
pant, as  truly  illustrate  the  purity  and  power  of  his 
patriotism  as  if  he  had  shouldered  a  musket  and  fought 
for  his  country  as  a  soldier. 

I  may  here  add  that  two  Presbyterian  ministers, 
Azariah    Horton   of   Bottle  Hill    and  Thomas    Lewis  of 


220  REV.  JACOB  GREEN,  OF  HANOVER. 

Mendham,  died  in  the  summer  of  1777  of  small-pox. 
Indeed,  then  in  Morris  County  was  heard  the  voice  of 
lamentation  and  great  mourning.  (Annals  of  Morris 
County,  J.  F.    Tuttle,  52.) 

ENEMY    WANTED    TO    CAPTURE    HIM, 

During-  the  war  Mr.  Green  was  so  widely  known  as  an 
active  and  influential  patriot,  that  his  friends  and  himself 
felt  some  fear  lest  the  enemy  might  try  to  capture  him 
by  a  sudden  incursion.  I.t  is  asserted  that  the  Tories  and 
British  once  actually  attempted  his  capture  but  fortun- 
ately without  success. 

SLAVERY    IN    THE    COLONIES. 

I  have  been  considering  the  positive  relations  of  Mr. 
Green  to  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  acted  out  the 
noble  sentiments  of  his  "  Observations."  Nor  can  we  do 
justice  to  this  part  of  his  career  without  reference  to  the 
Slavery  which  was  practised  in  the  American  Colonies. 
In  spite  of  their  remonstrances  these  colonies  were 
cursed  with  negro  slaves  brought  by  English  traders. 
Slaves  were  owned  in  most  of  the  colonies.  Massachu- 
setts abolished  slavery  only  in  1780,  and  Vermont  three 
years  earlier.  In  1780,  Pennsylvania  passed  an  act  for 
the  gradual  emancipation  of  slaves,  and  New  Jersey  did 
the  same  in  1804.  Her  slaves  in  1790  numbered  11,423. 
An  Abolition  Society  was  organized  in  Pennsylvania  in 
1775.  The  two  illustrious  men,  Benjamin  Franklin  and 
Benjamin  Rush,  were  its  President  and  Secretary.  In 
1788  New  Jersey  gave  a  charter  to  the  Abolition  Society 
at  Burlington.  (Old  Sermon's  Historical,  J.  F.  Tuttle  Col- 
lection, Vols.  38.) 

There  were  earnest  anti-slavery  men  in  New  Jersey 
when  the  Revolutionary  war  broke  out,  but  there  was  not 
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merely  a  general  toleration  of  the  system,  but  a  warm 
advocacy  of  it.  This  was  true  when  the  Provincial  Con- 
of  '76  did  its  important  work  for  the  Revolution  and  the 
political  changes  affected  by  it.  This  fact  is  mentioned 
to  add  to  our  estimate  of  the  wisdom  and  philanthrophy  of 
the  Hanover  Pastor.  It  also  involved  courage  to  denounce 
slavery  at  the  time  Mr.  Green  "  lifted  up  his  voice  like  a 
trumpet."  Multitudes  in  New  Jersey  were  staunch  advo- 
cates of  slavery,  both  before  and  after  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  was  adopted.  Some  of  the  best  people  not 
merely  of  New  Jersey,  but  of  Morris  County,  held  slaves. 
Of  this  I  will  now  speak. 

SLAVERY    IN    MORRIS    COUNTY. 

The  examination  of  "  the  Morristown  Bill  of  Mortality, 
A.  D.  1768  to  A.  D.  1806"  discloses  some  facts  as  to  the 
extent  to  which  slavery  were  held  in  the  county  of  which 
the  Rev.  Jacob  Green  was  a  citizen  and  a  minister  so 
many  years. 

The  purpose  of  this  paper,  as  already  intimated,  is  to 
present  so  much  of  the  political,  civil  and  social  conditions 
of  New  Jersey  and  especially  Morris  County,  as  to  illus- 
trate the  character  and  public  life  of  Mr.  Green.  If  the 
intelligent  reader  will  examine  the  volumes  of  Bancroft 
so  far  as  they  describe  the  Negro  Slavery  of  New  Jersey, 
he  will  find  that  its  origin  was  peculiarly  bad.  In  1702, 
"  Queen  Anne  directed  the  Governor  of  New  York  and 
New  Jersey  to  give  due  encouragement  in  particular  to 
the  Royal  African  Company  of  England,"  also  that  the 
Duke  of  York,  President  of  that  Company,  had  become 
the  patron  of  the  slave  trade  ;  and  that  the  Proprietaries, 
more  true  to  the  Prince  than  to  humanity,  "offered  a 
bounty  of  seventy-five  acres  for  the  importation  of  each 
able  slave."  (His.  U.  S.,  ii,  316.)  The  Company  was  to 
see  to  it  "that  the  province  may  have  a  constant  and  suf- 
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ficient  suppl}^  of  merchantable  negroes  at  moderate 
rates."     (Howe's  New  Jersey,  39.) 

In  1750,  George  II,  in  a  royal  edict  concerning  '^this 
horrid  traffic  of  selling  negroes,"  spoke  of  it  as  ''  very 
advantageous  to  Great  Britain."  (Bancroft,  iii,  414.)  Ban- 
croft speaking  of  the  legislation  of  England  previous  to 
1776  declares  that  "  before  America  legislated  for  herself 
the  interdict  of  the  slave  trade  was  impossible." 
(lb.  411.) 

There  were  not  wanting  men  in  those  days  like  Dr. 
Samuel  Hopkins  and  the  Quakers  to  speak  against  the 
system.  No  nobler  remonstrance  can  be  named  than 
some  spoken  by  statesmen  aud  philanthropists  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

From  this  national  view  the  negro  slavery  let  us  come 
down  to  the  county  of  Morris  among  the  mountains  of 
Northern  New  Jersey.  We  still  have  the  definite  pur- 
pose of  describing  the  surroundings  of  the  pastor  of  the 
Hanover  Church. 

In  1806,  as  elsewhere  stated,  there  was  printed  in  Mor- 
ristown,  New  Jersey,  a  very  unpretending  volume  of  less 
than  sixty  pages — ''  A  Bill  of  Mortality  ;  being  a  register 
of  all  the  deaths  which  have  occurred  in  the  Presbyterian 
and  Baptist  Congregations  of  Morristown,  New  Jersey, 
for  thirty- eight  years  past." 

Not  many  copies  of  this ''  Morristown  Bill  of  Mortality," 
as  it  is  usually  called,  are  now  to  be  foiind.  It  has  sub- 
served many  useful  purposes,  such  as  illustrating  the 
condition  of  things  in  Morristown  the  two  winters  the 
American  army  under  Washington  spent  there.  It  also 
inferentially  throws  light  on  the  nature  and  extent  of 
negro  slavery  in  that  county.  The  records  of  mortality 
during  the  first  twenty-two  years,  until  1790,  were  made 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Timothy  Johnes,  the  revered  pastor  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  almost  fifty- two  years. 
The  fact  that  the  slave  \%  invariably  called  in  this  Bill  of 
Mortality  the  servant  of  his  master,  and  the  further  fact 
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that  the  names  of  these  deceased  slaves  are  as  respectfully 
recorded  as  those  of  their  masters,  indicate  the  mild 
form  of  the  servitude.  Thus,  we  have  ''  Sarah,  servant  of 
Joseph  Lewis,  Esq.,"  "Peter,  servant  of  Dr.  Jabez  Can- 
field,"  "  Daphne,  servant  of  Rev.  Timothy  Johnes," 
''Cato,  servant  of  Silas  Condict."  In  this  Bill  of  Mor- 
tality are  mentioned  sixty-three  deceased  slaves,and  thirty- 
eight  different  slave  holders.  In  this  list  are  the  names 
of  the  best  men  in  the  region,  some  of  them  of  national 
reputation.  Evidently  the  system  was  in  its  mildest 
form.  But  the  solitary  entry,  "Caesar,  a  free  black  man," 
commands  an  unusual  interest  !     It  has  a  good  flavor. 

What  was  true  of  Morristown,  was  undoubtedly  true  of 
Madison,  Mendham,  Rockaway,  Hanover  and  other  local- 
ities in  Morris  County.  And  it  was  especially  true  of 
Pompton  Plains  and  the  iron  manufacturing  districts  of 
Morris,  Bergen  and  Sussex  counties.  The  conjecture  is 
not  a  rash  one  that  in  Morris  County  there  were  several 
hundred  slave  holders  and  several  thousand  slaves  And 
perhaps  in  the  adjoining  counties  of  Essex,  Bergen  and 
Sussex  a  greater  number. 

It  was  in  such  conditions  that  Mr.  Green  published  his 
opinions  on  the  system  of  slave  holding,  preached  his 
views  at  least  in  his  own  pulpit,  and  organized  his  large 
church  into  an  anti-slavery  body.  He  and  his  churdi 
officially  and  in  all  ways  declared  "  We  will  not  use  this 
slavery  ourselves,  and  will  prudently  endeavor  to  prevent 
it  in  others."  His  son,  the  Rev.  Ashbel  Green,  D.  D.,  says 
that  his  father  "  was  more  that  half  a  century  in  advance 
of  the  public  sentiment  on  the  subject  of  African  slavery. 
He  spoke  against  it,  preached  against  it,  and  acted 
against  it,  while  there  were  comparatively  few  who  did 
not  regard  it  as  compatible  with  the  rights  of  human 
nature  and  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel."  {^Christian  Advocate, 
x,  I94-9-) 
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SLAVERY    IN    HANOVER. 

In  the  Records  of  Hanover  Church  in  Mr.  Green's 
handwriting,  occur  some  rules  and  doctrines  concerning 
slavery.  Negro  slavery  was  at  the  time  in  full  force  and 
was  not  abolished  until  1820,  at  which  time  there  were  in 
New  Jersey  11,423  slaves.  The  slave-holders  belonged 
chiefly  to  the  wealthy  classes.  The  position  of  Mr. 
Green  as  to  slavery  is  one  of  the  noblest  parts  of  his 
life.  The  entire  records  on  this  subject  are  worthy  of 
preservation.  They  are  the  acts  of  the  Hanover  congre- 
gation and  its  pastor. 

The  first  record  is  the  tenth  of  "  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment laid  before  the  Church  and  adopted  from  some 
time  between  November,  1781  and  January  10,  1782." 

"  10.  As  we  look  upon  the  slavery  of  human  creatures 
who  are  naturally  free  to  be  an  unnatural  evil  and  one 
of  the  greatest  injuries  that  can  be  done  to  human 
nature,  we  cannot  admit  into  our  Church  any  that  hold 
persons  in  slavery  as  slaves  during  life,  unless  in  some 
particular  cases,  where  the  Church  shall  judge  it  agree- 
able to  humanity  and  Christianity;  and  when  aged  slaves 
ought  to  be  taken  care  of  and  supported  during  life  ;  or 
in  similar  cases." 

At  the  same  meeting  that  adopted  the  resolution  on 
slavery,  Mr.  Green  offered  for  consideration  ten  questions 
pertaining  to  family  and  social  life,  the  third  of  which  pre- 
sented a  peculiar  phase  of  slavery. 

''  3.  If  a  woman  should  belong  to  the  Church  whose 
husband  does  not,  and  who  has  a  slave,  shall  not  the  woman 
declare  that  it  is  a  grief  to  her  ;  and  that  she  will  do  all 
she  can  in  meekness,  humility  and  prudence  to  have  the 
family  free  from  such  an  evil  ?  " 

Mr.  Green  says  "  these  articles  and  queries  caused  no 
little  speculation,  conversation  and  debate,  not  only  in 
our  Church  meetings  but  through  the  congregation." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Church,  April  4,  1782,  the  article 
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on  slavery  "was  discussed  and  referred  for  further  con- 
sideration." 

Church  meetings  were  held  July  25th,  August  15th 
September  12th  and  September  26,  1782,  devoted  largely 
to  "preparing  something  respecting  family  government 
to  be  laid  before  the  Church."  Mr.  Green  informed  the 
Church  that  he  had  drawn  up  such  a  plan.  "  Those  present 
approved  it,  but  the  matter  was  postponed  for  a  fuller 
meeting  of  the  Church."  At  the  last  date  named  above, 
the  Church  met  and  Mr.  Green's  plan  "  for  regulating  our 
families  was  considered  at  length  and  after  proper  amend- 
ments, the  Church  concurred  and  voted  them."  It 
includes  a  general  introduction  setting  forth  the  duty  of 
the  Church  to  look  after  "  the  spiritual  interests  and 
especially  regulating-  our  families."  It  also  and  chiefly 
includes  nineteen  articles  which  with  considerable  detail 
"  attempt  to  show  how  to  guide,  direct,  regulate  and 
restrain  our  young  people  in  their  social  relations  "  in 
several  respects,"  late  hours,  in  the  evening  after  bedtime, 
courtships,  harboring  in  our  houses  children  of  age,  and 
also  hired  persons  if  they  will  not  submit  to  good  order 
and  family  government." 

It  is  a  racy  and  extraordinary  document  quite  in  har- 
mon}^  with  the  fabulous  "blue  laws  of  Connecticut."  And 
utterly  out  of  logical  relations  with  the  other  parts  of  the 
plan  occurs  this  statement  concerning  slavery,  viz. 

13.  "  As  we  suppose  all  human  creatures  have  a  natural 
right  to  freedom,  so  when  they  have  done  nothing  that 
forfeits  their  liberty,  and  when  they  do  not  voluntarily 
submit  to  bondage,  we  cannot  but  look  on  their  being  held 
in  slavery  as  an  unnatural  evil  and  one  of  the  greatest 
injuries  to  mankind,  therefore  we  will  not  use  this 
slavery  ourselves  and  will  prudently  endeavor  to  prevent 
it  in  others." 

This  document  is  signed  by  nineteen  men  and  women 
headed  by  "Jacob  Green,"  and  the  names  of  .'seventeen 
children,  the  first  three  being  children  of  Jacob  Cxreen." 
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(Vol   I.,  M.  S.  Doc.   His.  Morris  Co.,   14,    15,    21,    27,  29, 
J.  F.  Tuttle) 

MR.    green's    fast    DAY    SERMON. 

It  would  be  unjust  to  the  fame  of  Mr.  Green  as  a 
patriot  and  philanthropist  in  this  connection  to  omit  his 
Fast  Day  Sermon.     I  give  the  title  page  entire  : 

''A    SERMON 

delivered    at    HANOVER   (iN   NEW  JERSEy), 
APRIL   22,    1778,   BEING  THE 

DAY   OF    PUBLIC    FASTING   AND    PRAYER 

THROUGHOUT   THE  UNITED   STATES  OF   AMERICA. 

By  Jacob  Green,  A.M., 

N.  B. — The  scarcity   of  paper  has   prevented  the  printing 

of  this  sermon  till  this  time  ;  but  'tis  thought  it 

may  not  be  unseasonable. 


CHATHAM : 
Printed  by  Shepard  Kollock  at  his  office, 
1779."* 


*  Shepard  Kollock. — Several  of  Mr.  Green's  letters,  sermons  and  other 
productions  were  printed  by  Shepard  Kollock.  For  this  reason  the  two  names 
are  closely  associated  together.  The  best  account  of  Mr.  Kollock  is  found  in 
the  history  of  Elizabethtown,  New  Jersey,  by  the  late  Rev.  Edwin  F,  Hatfield, 
D.  D.  He  states  that  Mr.  Kollock,  was  born  at  Lewes,  Delaware,  in  September, 
1750.  He  served  his  apprenticeship  under  the  eye  of  William  Goddard  in 
Philadelphia.     When  he  v/as  twentv  he  v/as  forced  by  ill  health  to  go  to  the 
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RESUME    OF    FAST    DAY    SERMON. 
Text:  Jer.  xxxii ;  Isa.  Iviii,  6. 

The  Continental  Congress  appointed  the  "  Fast  Day ' 
at  a  time  of  unustial  gloom.  The  sufferings  of  Valley 
Forge  were  in  full  force.  The  country  seemed  to  have 
reached  the  profoundest  depths  of  despair.  The  Hanover 
Pastor  on  that  day  preached  a  discourse  which  in  some 
respects  probably  had  no  superior  among  the  many 
preached  that  day  in  American  pulpits.  He  says  in  the 
preface  that  his  "  aim  has  been  to  speak  plainly  without 
fear,  partiality  or  ill  will  to  any.  He  will  not  be  disap- 
pointed if  some  things  in  the  sermon  should  offend  a 
number." 

After  naming  several  passages  of  Scriptures  as  contain- 
ing his  theme,  he  impressively  refers  to  the  conflict  then 
in  progress  with  the  mother  country.  '*  God  permits  the 
British  to  oppress  us,  and  has  excited  our  resentment  : 
excites  us  to  stand  for  our  liberties,  civil  and  religious. 
"We  are  contending  for  liberty.  *  *  *  Though  our 
contention  with  Great  Britian  is  so  glorious,  we  have 
reason  to  be  humble  and  mourn  for  the  many  sins  and 
vices  that  prevail  among  us.     *     *     *     God  corrects  us 


West  Indies  and  at  St.  Christopher's  worked  at  his  trade.  When  the  American 
Revolution  broke  out  he  returned  home  and  enlisting,  was  commissioned  a 
lieutenant  of  artillery.  In  1778  he  started  the  ''JVezv  Jersey  Journal^'''  at  Eliza- 
bethtown,  in  the  service  of  the  country.  He  was  compelled  for  sake  of  safecv  to 
remove  to  Chatham,  in  Morris  County,  New  Jersey,  where  he  remained  to  the 
end  of  the  war.  He  subsequently  also  published  newspapers  in  New  York 
and  New  Brunswick.  Dr.  Hatfield  says  that  Mr.  Kollock  was  a  zealous 
patriot  and  a  strong  advocate  of  Republican  principles.  For  several  years  he 
was  Postmaster  at  Elizabethtown  and  for  thirty-four  years  a  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of  Essex.    He  died  in  1833  aged  SS  years. 

Note.— The  Rev.  S.  L.  Tuttle  in  his  "  Pres.  Ch.  Madison,"  page  31,  states 
that  the  Printing  Ofihce  of  Mr.  Kollock  at  Chatham  had  been  used  for  a  classi- 
cal Academy  at  Madison  and  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  railroad  depot 
whence  for  some  reason  it  was  removed  to  Chatham.  It  was  famous  as  the 
place  in  which  much  good  work  for  the  country  w.is  done  by  means  of  the 
printing  press. 
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by  Britain  and  loudly  calls  upon  us  to  repent."  He  then 
discusses  as  one  topic  ^'  Infidelity,  profane  cursing  and 
sv^earing,  neglect  and  contempt  of  religion." 

Under  a  second  head  he  discusses  "  selfishness,  avarice 
and  extortion."  He  freely  uses  a  stinging  lash  on  the 
extortioners  "  demanding  a  most  exorbitant  price  for  the 
commodities  of  life.  *  *  *  "VVe  loudly  complain  of  the 
conduct  of  Great  Britain.  ^  -^^  *  Yet  at  such  a  time 
as  this  v^hen  our  religious  and  civil  liberty  is    at  stake 

*  *  "^  v^e  even  suck  the  blood  and  tear  the  bov^els  of 
our  country  by  our  mean  extortion." 

Mr.  Green's  third  point  is  the  chief  one  on  which  he 
expends  his  greatest  energy.  ''Supporting  and  encour- 
aging slavery  is  one  of  the  great  and  crying  evils  among 
us.  Can  it  be  believed  that  a  people  contending  for 
liberty  should  at  the  time  be  supporting  slavery  ?  *  ^-  ^ 
The  encouraging  and  supporting  negro  slavery  is  a  cry- 
ing sin  in  our  land.  In  our  contest  with  Britian,  how 
much  has  been  said  and  published  in  favor  of  liberty  ? 
In  what  horrid  colors  has  slavery  been  painted  by  us  j 

*  '^  *  Is  not  the  hard  yoke  of  slavery  felt  by  negroes 
as  well  as  by  white  people  ?  Are  they  not  fond  of  liberty 
as  well  as  others  of  the  human  race  ?  Is  not  freedom  the 
natural,  inalienable  right  of  all  j  What  says  Congress  in 
their  Declaration  of  Independency  ?  -5^  *  ^«  if  liberty 
is  one  of  the  inalienable  rights  of  all  men  '^'  '^  *  it 
needs  no  proof  how  unjust,  how  inhuman  for  Britons  or 
Americans  '^  *  ^  to  violate  this  right.  *  *  *  j 
cannot  but  think  our  practising  Negro  Slavery  is  the 
most  crying  sin  in  our  land,  and  that  on  this  account  more 
than  any  other,  God  maintains  a  controversy  with  us. 

"  Though  the  emancipation  of  slaves  ought  to  be  man- 
aged by  Legislatures,  yet  the  masters  of  slaves  need  not 
wait  for  that.  If  they  had  a  true  spirit  of  freedom  ;  if 
they  abhorred  the  very  nature  of  slavery  they  would  soon 
free  themselves  from  such  a  blot.     *     *     * 

*'  I  would  think  as  favorably  as  I  can  concerning  the 
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guilty  State  of  my  country.  *  *  -^^  I  would  excuse  and 
extenuate  as  far  as  possible  the  unnatural  sin  of  holding- 
fellow-creatures  in  perpetual  bondage.     *     '•^     * 

"  But  still  we  may  encourage  ourselves  in  the  goodness 
of  God.  *  *  *  He  deals  with  us  as  a  people  whom  he 
means  to  save.  Though  the  war  is  protracted  and  we 
are  so  long  held  under  that  rod  yet  all  things  shall  be 
for  the  best  in  the  end.  Nothing  less  than  what  we 
have  suffered  would  have  done  for  us.  Nothing  less 
would  have  made  sufficiently  deep  impression  on  us  or 
our  posterity.  •*  *  ^^  I  must  believe  that  this  great 
struggle  for  liberty  will  in  the  end  be  the  means  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  negro  slavery  in  this  land.  *  **«  =?=  Qn 
the  whole,  my  friends,  there  is  the  greatest  reason  to  re- 
form our  lives,  trust  in  God,  and  exert  ourselves  in  our 
country's  cause  with  full  confidence  of  success.  *  =*«  * 
''  If  God  be  for  us  we  need  not  fear  any  that  are  or  can 
be  against  us.  What  a  happy  land  will  this  be  if  it  is  a 
land  of  true  religion  !  It  will  then  be  the  land  of  liberty, 
peace,  and  plenty.  We  shall  then  live  in  love  and  peace 
among  ourselves,  and  many  from  other  nations  will  flock 
to  us  as  the  most  happy  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
Were  ever  people  more  kindly  and  compassionately  called 
upon  to  repent  and  turn  to  God  !" 

The  pamphlet  which  perpetuates  this  extraordinary 
discourse  contains  a  "P.  S. "  detailing  a  plan  for  the 
gradual  extinction  of  slavery.  In  some  of  its  essential 
features  it  is  quite  like  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  New  Jersey  in  1820.  It  leaves  all  slaves  above 
sixty  years  of  age  in  bondage  "  to  be  taken  care  of  and 
provided  for  by  their  owners." 


MR.  GREEN  S  LETTERS  ON  SLAVERY. 

In  a  laborious  and  somewhat  successful  search  through 
several  Historical  Libraries,  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  find 
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nearly  complete  copies  of  Mr.  Green's  letters  and  essays^ 
originally  printed  in  the  New  Jersey  Journal  and  copied 
in  the  nev^spapers  of  the  day.  They  are  on  various  sub- 
jects and  are  able  and  sound  to  the  core.  He  was  a 
Christian  Statesman  as  v^'-ell  as  a  Moralist.  By  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  late  Dr.  Moore,  the  Secretary  of  the  New 
York  Historical  Society,  I  was  permitted  to  have  copies 
taken  of  these  valuable  documents.  In  this  work  I  must 
also  acknowledge  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Caleb  T.  Rowe,. 
of  the  American  Bible  Society,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Ricord,, 
the  Librarian  of  the  New  Jersey/  Historical  Society.  I 
will  here  mention  only  three,  two  "  on  Liberty,"  and  one 
"Negro  Slavery;"  those  "On  Liberty"  in  the  issues  of 
May  3d  and  loth,  1780,  and  the  third  on  "  Negro  Slavery" 
in  that  of  January  31st,  1781,  of  the  New  Jersey  Journal. 

Let  me  take  a  few  sentences  from  Thatcher's  "  Military 
Journal"  as  a  fit  setting  for  the  opening  words  of  Mr. 
Green's  letters  on  Liberty.  The  army  was  still  in  the 
Kimball-Mountain  camps  near  Morristown.  On  the  first 
of  January,  1780,  the  Journalist  wrote:  "The  suffering 
of  the  poor  soldiers  can  scarcely  be  described  ;  ^  *  ^^ 
General  Washington  experiences  the  greatest  solicitude 
for  the  sufferings  of  his  army  ;  ^  *  *  they  are  badly 
clad  and  some  are  destitute  of  shoes  ;  *  *  *  On  the 
3d  instant  we  experienced  the  most  tremendous  snow- 
storm ever  remembered  ;  no  man  could  endure  its  vio- 
lence many  minutes  without  danger  of  his  life  ;  *  *  * 
the  soldiers  so  enfeebled  from  hunger  and  cold  as  to  be 
almost  unable  to  perform  military  duty."  And  William 
Tuttle,  who  was  there,  said  the  path  from  the  Wicke 
Mansion  to  the  Jersey  camp  south  of  it  was  marked  with 
blood  from  the  shoe-less  feet  of  soldiers  ? 

Mr.  Green  knew  the  terrible  story  of  that  unparalleled 
winter,  and  began  his  first  letter  on  Liberty  with  these 
words  :  "  We  are  now  engaged  in  a  cruel  war  ;  several 
years  have  passed  since  we  have  been  led  to  view  the 
awful  scenes  of     *    *    *    hardships  too  many  to  recount. 
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Wliy  have  we  engaged  in  such  scenes  ?  Why  do  we  con- 
tinue still  to  struggle  with  so  many  difficulties  ?  *  *  * 
It  is  for  Liberty,  *  *  =^^  that  we  may  not  be  reduced 
to  a  state  of  mean  and  abject  slavery.  *  "p  *  jf  ^yg 
properly  view  the  importance  of  Liberty  we  shall  not 
think  that  we  risk  too  much  for  it :  be  our  motto  still 
what  it  was  at  first,  'Liberty  or  Death.'  What  a  privi- 
lege is  Freedom  t  *  *  *  Well  may  we  go  on  to  con- 
tend for  it  though  it  should  be  at  the  expense  of  more 
blood  and  treasure." 

And  then  ransacking  history  for  examples  to  prove  his 
eulogy  of  Liberty,  he  refers  to  France,  "our  illustrious 
ally,  to  show  that  we  will  go  on  to  complete  that  freedom 
which  we  have  begun  to  contend  for."  He  urges  "Ameri- 
cans not  to  let  the  wealth  of  a  few  destroy  the  freedom  of 
elections,  nor  vice  to  corrupt  the  people.  It  would  be 
wicked,  it  would  be  shameful  for  us  to  forget  or  give 
up  our  privileges.  What  less  can  we  do  in  return  for  the 
benignity  of  God  than  to  maintain  the  practice  of  virtue, 
use  all  proper  means  to  preserve  our  freedom  and  cast 
an  eye  of  pity  on  the  negro  slaves  among  us,  who  are 
groaning  under  a  bondage  which  we  think  worse  than 
death?     (New  Jersey  Journal,  May  3  and  10,  1780.) 

Was  there  ever  a  nobler  syllogism  or  a  more  triumphant 
conclusion  ! 

The  third  letter  of  Mr.  Green  appears  in  the  New 
Jersey  Journal  January  10,  1781,  in  a  sharp  criticism 
of  some  writer  in  the  Journal  who  signs  himself  as  Eli- 
obo.  What  this  anonymous  writer  had  said  I  am  not  able 
to  say,  but  evidently  he  had,  perhaps,  in  irony,  deduced 
some  heartrending  and  bloody  inferences  from  Mr. 
Green's  scheme  of  emancipation  !  The  substance  of  his 
reply  is  that  "  we  must  instruct  these  slaveholders  and 
try  if  we  cannot  instill  into  them  some  principles  of  lib- 
erty. We  must  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  them,  use  such 
means  as  will  either  bring  them  to  be  friendly  to  liberty, 
or  reduce  them  to  that  state  which  they  think  more  happy 
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than  liberty,  lest  we  should  in  a  short  time  regret  with 
deep  remorse  the  calamity  we  have  brought  upon  our- 
selves, our  friends  and  country,  by  neglecting  such  inter- 
nal enemies." 

These  are  simply  added  examples  of  the  plea  of  this 
Morris  County  pastor  in  behalf  of  the  negro  slaves  not 
only  of  New  Jersey  but  America.  They  are  as  noble 
now  as  they  were  then.  Perhaps  it  will  not  be  untrue  to 
add,  it  must  have  required  the  courage  of  deep  conviction 
to  utter  these  words  in  the  times  of  which  I  am  speaking. 

MR.    GREEN    PERSECUTED. 

The  careful  readers  of  the  Fast  Day  Sermon  and  the 
other  sermons  quoted,  will  not  be  surprised  at  the  record 
which  Dr.  Ashbel  Green  makes  concerning  a  disgraceful 
"  domiciliary  visit"  which  was,  made  at  the  house  of  his 
father  by  a  company  of  Morris  County  slaveholders.  He 
says,  "  for  a  publication  about  this  time  against  African 
Slavery  he  did  suffer  a  personal  insult — so  far  as  language 
could  insult  him — in  his  own  house  by  a  company  of 
slaveholders  who  paid  him  a  domiciliary  visit.  He  made 
them  no  irritating  reply,  but  endeavored  to  reason  with 
them  mildly  and  requested  them  when  about  to  leave  his 
house  to  pledge  him  in  a  mug  of  cider,  but  they  were  too 
angry  to  consent." — {^Christian  Advocate  X.  ip4-p.) 

Rev.  Richard  Webster  says  of  this  disgraceful  incident 
that  the  sermon  "roused  the  Slave-holders  of  Morris 
County  to  come  to  Mr.  Green's  house  with  threats  and 
insults." — {His.  Fres.  Ch.  328.) 

But  he  was  as  firm  as  a  rock,  and  never  took  back  a 
word  he  had  so  well  spoken. 

MR.    GREEN    ON    PAPER    MONEY. 

\ 

In  Mr.  Wayne  Parker's  valuable  paper  on  "  Taxes  and 
Money  in  New  Jersey  before  the  Revolution,"  (read  be- 
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fore  the  N.  J.  His.  Soc.  Jan.  18,  1883),  he  shows  the  oppo- 
sition of  New  Jersey  and  other  colonies  to  the  policy  of 
the  Eng-lish- Parliament  prohibiting  ''the  further  issue  of 
bills  of  credit."  It  resulted  in  such  a  bitter  fight  be- 
tween the  Legislature  and  Governor  Morris  that  all  sup- 
plies were  refused  by  the  Assembly  for  four  years.  ''•'** 
The  real  grievance  was  the  sudden  iron-bound  reduction 
of  the  whole  credit  system  of  the  Colony.  In  spite  of 
taxes  unsparingly  imposed  to  the  amount  ^[5,000  a  year, 
to  sink  the  bills  of  credit  the  debt  had  been  reduced  to 
(onl)^)  about  $150,000."  (Proceedings  N.  J.  Plis.  Soc.  2nd 
Series  Vii.  155.) 

The  Continental  Congress  and  the  Colonial  Le.gislatures 
previous  to  the  Revolution  and  afterward,  frequently 
issued  paper  money.  In  some  cases  "  legal  tender  acts  of 
the  most  stringent  character  were  adopted  by  Congress 
and  the  Colonies,  and  subsequently  by  the  States."  In  1780 
$186,000,000  were  called  for.  In  1778  one  silver  dollar 
was  worth  $1.75  in  paper.  In  March,  1779,  ^  silver  dollar 
was  worth  $10  in  paper,  and  in  February,  1780,  it  was 
worth  $40  ?  Ifi  May,  1781,  a  silver  dollar  would  buy  from 
200  to  500  paper  dollars !  Congress  and  the  Colonies  had 
issued  $450,000,000  in  paper  currency.  (American  Cvc. 
XI.  742.) 

Mr.  Green  early  predicted  the  results  of  this  depreciat- 
ing currency.  "  He  became  perfectly  satisfied  that  it, 
would  become  of  little  value."  He  saw  and  predicted 
the  disastrous  effects  not  only  in  the  ordinary  transac- 
tions of  business,  but  especially  in  the  purchase  and  sale 
of  real  estate,  when  the  paper  money  was  invested  with 
the  potency  of  being  made  a  legal  tender.  (Life  of  Dr. 
Green.  73.) 

Between  November  6th,  1779,  and  December  21st,  1779, 
there  were  printed  in  the  New  Jersey  Journal  five  letters 
on  the  Paper  Currency,  signed  by  "  Eumenes."  Jacob 
Green  was  their  author,  and  in  them  he  proved  himself 
both  a  patriot  and  a  statesman.     I  have  not  been  able  to 
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find  the  third  letter.  I  regret  this.  In  these  he  shows 
the  fact  and  the  causes  of  the  depreciation.  He  then  dis- 
cusses the  purpose  of  Congress  as  to  the  payment  of  these 
bills.  Is  it  to  redeem  each  paper  dollar  with  a  silver  dol- 
lar ?*  "  This  can  be  no  less  than  the  unavoidable  ruin  of 
Multitudes."  Besides,  as  in  the  depreciation  of  the  paper 
from  a  value  of  dollar  for  dollar  in  silver  to  a  value  of 
fifteen  to  one,  it  will  be  unjust  to  pay  for  fifteen  paper 
dollars  that  cost  one  silver  dollar,  fifteen  silver  dollars. 

Dr.  Green  states  his  father's  plan  which  he  thinks  was 
substantially  adopted  by  Congress.  His  plan  and  that  of 
Congress  "  consisted  in  fixing  a  scale  of  depreciation  cor- 
responding to  the  several  periods  at  which  the  deteriora- 
tion of  the  paper  currency  had  taken  place — commencing 
with  two  for  one  in  1777,  and  terminating  with  forty  for 
one  in  1780." 

He  says  that  so  great  was  the  ignorant  hostility  to  a 
measure  so  evidently  just  that  but  for  his  father's  ''char- 
acter as  a  decided  Whig  and  friend  of  his  country,  he 
might  have  been  in  danger  of  popular  violence.  As  it 
was  he  did  not  escape  a  portion  of  vituperation  in  the 
newspapers  of  the  day."     (Dr.  Green's  Life-73.) 

The  New  Jersey  Journal  of  April  5th  and  26th,  1780, 
contains  two  additional  letters  from  Mr.  Green  "upon 
Public  Debts  and  Taxes."  In  them  "  Eumenes  "  shows 
the  same  splendid  common  sense  and  love  of  country 
so  conspicuous  in  the  previous  letters.  In  closing  his 
second  letter  he  says  :  "  I  know  our  taxes  will  and  must 
be  high.  We  must  live  as  low  as  we  can  ;  live  as  much 
as  may  be  within  ourselves ;  be  laborious,  be  frugal, 
above  all  be  virtuous.  If  we  abstain  from  some  excesses 
and  extravagances  ;  if  we  shun  vice  in  general  and  live 
in  love  and  equity  among  ourselves  ;  if  we  fear  God  and 
serve  our  generation  according  to  His  will  we  need  not 
fear  any  difficulties  ;  all  things  will  be  well  with  us." 

Let  these  suffice  as  a  sample  of  the  high  wisdom  and 
patriotism   of  the   man  who  had  had  so  much  to  do  with 
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the  formation  of  a  Constitution  for  Nev^  Jersey,  doinj^  it 
with  his  brothers  in  the  great  Provincial  Congress  of 
1776  at  the  risk  of  life  and  property. 

I  must  be  allowed  another  example  illustrative  of  the 
man  whose  name  is  so  conspicuous  in  this  paper. 


MR.    GREEN    ON    NON-PAYMENT    OF    TAXES. 

In  the  New  Jersey  Journal  June  19th,  1782,  Mr.  Green 
writes  the  last  political  letter  I  find  from  his  pen.  "  He 
writes  to  his  fellow-citizens,  especially  the  inhabitants  of 
New  Jersey,  both  to  alarm  and  encourage."  ''  We  want  the 
war  finished,  and  finished  comfortably  it  cannot  be  with- 
out immediate  exertion  in  paying  our  taxes.  *  *  *  We 
must  continue  the  war  vigorously  to  the  end.  *  *  * 
We  are  better  able  to  carry  on  the  war  than  we  were 
seven  years  ago.  We  must  expect  to  pay  large  taxes  and 
to  pay  them  punctually.  *  *  *  'Tis  hard  that  our 
soldiers  should  be  kept  out  of  their  wages.  *  *  * 
The  proper  payment  of  our  quotas  will  shorten  the 
war.  *  *  *  I  do  not  mean  to  write  on  trivial  oc- 
casions. *  *  *  But  the  paying  of  our  taxes  at  this 
time  and  to  the  end  of  the  war  I  view  as  a  matter  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  our  tranquility." 

It  is  a  wholesome  and  timely  letter  in  a  great  public 
emergency.  Like  his  other  letters  it  was  extensively 
copied  in  the  newspapers,  and  thus  exerted  a  wide 
influence.  It  is  not  too  much  to  claim  for  him  as  a  care- 
ful and  vigorous  writer  on  these  vital  themes  a  high  rank 
among  the  political  writers  of  New  Jersey  during  the 
Revolutionary  period  of  our  history.  He  was  a  states- 
man who  realized  the  dire  necessities  of  his  country  and 
who  gave  wise  counsel  in  the  crises  which  came  upon  her. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  proved  himself  one  of 
the  wisest  and  most  devoted  of  the  Jersey  men  who  helped 
bring   the   country   to   a   triumphant   conclusion    of   the 
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Revolutionary  War,  with  its  vast  expenditure  of  treasure 
and  life. 


MR.    GREEN    SUBSEQUENT    TO    THE    WAR. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  in  detail  to  record  the  incidents 
of  Mr.  Green's  career  after  the  War  of  Independence 
was  over.  During  the  sumnier  of  1781  General  Green 
had  been  dealing  with  Cornwallis  at  the  South.  General 
Morgan  had  routed  Tarlton  at  Cowpens.  Defeated  at 
Guilford  Court  House,  Green  began  that  masterly  retreat 
northward  which  proved  him  the  greatest  general  in  the 
American  army  except  Washington.  It  was  a  march  to 
Yorktown. 

Washington,  by  a  series  of  masterly  movements,  had 
concealed  his  purpose  from  the  British  at  New  York,  and 
by  forced  marches  had  effected  a  junction  with  Green  at 
Yorktown,  where  Cornwallis  had  entrenched  his  army, 
confidently  expecting  the  English  fleet  would  come  to  his 
rescue.  This  purpose  was  defeated  by  the  arrival  of  the 
French  fleet.  The  forces  of  Washington  and  Green  on 
the  land  side  and  the  French  fleet  on  the  ocean  side  com- 
pletely hemmed  Cornwallis  in.  On  the  19th  of  October, 
1781,  he  surrendered,  and  the  "  Revolutionary  War"  was 
practically  ended.  In  general  orders  Washington  invited 
his  troops  gratefully  to  recognize  ''such  reiterated  and 
astonishing  interpositions  of  Providence."  ''  Cornwallis 
is  taken  "  was  the  word  that  electrified  America.  King 
George  exclaimed  with  ungovernable  excitement,  "  Oh, 
God  !  it  is  all  over  !"     (Irving,  Washington  iv.,  381.) 

I  have  personally  met  soldiers  who  took  part  in  the 
siege  of  Yorktown,  and  in  the  rejoicings  over  the  victory. 
In  these  the  people  of  Morris  County  engaged  with 
peculiar  joy.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  extensive  prepara- 
tions had  been  made  at  Chatham  by  order  of  Washington 
for  spending  the  coming  winter  in  the  country — a  move 
to  cover  up  the  march  to  Yorktown — the  people  felt  as  if 
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they  had  helped  to  carry  on  the  siege  and  win  the  victory 
at  Yorktown.  (Doc.  His.  Morris  Co.  by  J.  F.  Tuttle,  vol. 
ii,  p.  59,  MS.)  When  the  news  came,  like  the  rest  of  the 
country  this  old  county  was  ablaze  with  bonfires,  and 
shaken  with  booming  cannon.  It  was  the  way  of  the 
people  there  among  the  Morris  hills  and  mountains. 
They  had  sent  many  soldiers  to  the  army.  They  had 
served  the  country  bravely,  and  many  had  died  in  the 
service.  And  now  peace  was  assured  with  the  surrender 
of  Cornwallis.  I  have  not  the  proof,  and  yet  I  am  sure 
"the  Old  Sow  "  on  the  Short  Hills  did  duty  in  celebrating 
the  good  news  as  it  had  often  proclaimed  the  news  of 
invasion  during  the  dreadful  years  which  intervened  be- 
tween the  victory  at  Trenton  and  that  of  Yorktown.  I 
wish  the  shorthand  sermons  of  Parson  Green  could  be 
found  and  deciphered,  for  among  them  would  be  found  a 
sermon  which  he  must  have  preached  in  the  Old  Hanover 
Church  after  the  glorious  news  from  Yorktown  had  been 
received.  I  would  be  surety  that  he  could  not  then  hold 
his  peace  for  his  country's  triumph. 

But  the  country  was  only  half  saved  even  when 
our  armies  and  their  allies  had  forced  the  ablest  com- 
mander of  the  enemy  and  his  army  to  surrender.  The 
country's  finances  and  administration  of  law  were  in  a 
deplorable  condition.  The  Colonies  were  impoverished 
by  the  war,  and  were  in  imminent  peril  of  anarchy. 

In  this  condition,  with  a  host  of  high  minded  patriots 
the  Rev.  Jacob  Green  appeared  as   the   counsellor  and 
guide  of  the  people. 

CONCLUSION, 

Enough  has  been  written  to  justify  the  claim  that  Mr. 
Green  was  an  extraordinary  man.  Living  during  a  great 
period  his  life  rose  out  of  the  ordinary  level  into  honor- 
able prominence.  The  decision  of  character  displayed  at 
Cambridge  as  a  student,  and  in  New  Jersey  as  a  clergy- 
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man  during  a  period  of  nearly  half  a  century  shows  "  the 
stuif"  of  which  he  was  made.  It  had  the  qualities  of  con- 
science, persistence,  and  common  sense. 

He  recognized  his  mission  and  did  his  best  to  fulfill  it. 
No  one  can  read  v/ithout  admiration  the  story  he  has  told 
of  his  struggles  in  college,  and  his  diversified  life  in  Han- 
over as  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  a  physician,  a  man  of 
business  and  as  a  citizen. 

As  we  read  we  involuntarily  say,  "  Well  done," 

The  old  Hanover  church,  with  its  branches  at  Madison, 
Parcippany  and  Whippany,  is  the  imperishable  monument 
of  his  labors  as  a  preacher  of  the  gospel.  In  the  closely 
associated  calling  of  the  physician,  which  he  himself  men- 
tions with  grateful  pride,  he  attained  eminence.  As  a 
man  of  business  he  died  with  ''a  good  name."  As  a  pa- 
triot he  had  a  profound  knowledge  of  the  times  in  which 
he  lived,  and  both  wisdom  and  courage  equal  to  every 
emergency.  As  a  statesman  he  both  recognized  his  coun- 
try's crisis  and  boldly  did  his  utmost  to  bring  it  to  a  safe 
issue.  As  the  adviser  of  Washington  he  was  trusted  at  a 
time  involving  great  personal  perils  and  hardship.  Near 
enough  to  the  enemy  to  have  been  reached  by  a  sudden 
incursion  he  never  "  stole  his  nest,"  but  once,  boldly  risk- 
ing capture  in  the  line  of  duty. 

Attaining  the  summit  of  his  public  career  in"  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee  for 
setting  aside  the  old  Constitution  of  the  Proprietaries  and 
presenting  the  new  Constitution,  of  which  he  was  proba- 
bly the  original  author,  he  displayed  great  modesty  and 
ability. 

During  nearly  a  year,  the  Vice-President  and  executive 
head  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  he  never  boasted  of 
the  honor  he  so  well  deserved.  During  forty-four  years 
a  pastor  and  preacher  in  one  field  he  was  honored  as  ably 
dealing  with  great  public  themes  as  well  as  the  higher 
ones  of  his  sacred  calling.     He  rarely  indulged  in  levity, 
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as  if  the  times  of  his  life  v^ere  too  solemn  for  even  the 
relief  of  mirth. 

I  find  only  a  fev^  occasions  in  which  he  spoke  as 
with  a  "lurking  smile" — once  when  some  soldiers  had 
taken  the  turkey  of  the  morrow's  feast,  he  comforted  his 
wife  by  saying,  "  Men  do  not  despise  a  thief  if  he  steal  to 
satisfy  his  soul  when  he  is  hungry  ;"  and  at  another  time 
— the  parson's  grave  face  must  have  mellowed  into  a 
smile  as  he  wrote  with  pious  gratitude — that  he  had  never 
been  called  from  his  pulpit  to  attend  even  urgent  cases 
of  sickness  !  And  if  he  did  not  smile  when  those  Morris 
County  slaveholders  made  him  that  domiciliary  visit  be- 
fore they  left,  as  he  asked  them  to  pledge  him  in  a  mug 
of  cider,  I  am  sure  he  did  soon  after.  Think  of  meeting 
the  angry  men  with  a  mug  of  cider !  That  was  really 
humorous. 

His  letter  "  on  the  education  of  youth"  is  from  first  to 
last  ironical.  He  exhorts  parents  to  help  their  children 
in  learning  the  ways  of  sinful  folly  !  The  result  will  be 
natural  and  easy  !  In  a  similar  way  he  exhorts  the  young 
people,  who  are  tempted,  "  freely  to  gratify  all  their  ap- 
petites !  eat  drink  and  be  merry  !  Need  I  stimulate  you, 
my  young  friends,  to  the  noble  diversions  of  cards,  dice, 
cock-fighting  and  many  such  manly  sports  ?  If  you  keep 
on  they  may  conduct  you  to  the  spacious  edifice  provided 
by  the  county  with  attendants  free  of  expense  !  And  look- 
ing still  beyond  the  coimty  jail  to  conditions  in  another 
life  he  tells  them  they  will  there  "have  night  work 
enough  !"     (New  Jersey  Journal,  April  25th.  1781.) 

Upon  the  whole,  wit  of  any  sort  seems  not  to  have 
been  a  success  with  Parson  Green.  The  last  expression 
is  a  near  approach  to  it,  "  Night  work  enough  !"  The 
parson  himself  must  have  smiled  as  he  wrote  the  words 
to  the  gay  youngsters  of  Hanover. 

Mr.  Green  was  a  strict  disciplinarian  in  his  family  and 
in  the  church,  and  from  things  which  became  known  by 
tradition  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  had  the  misfortune 
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sometimes  to  come  in  collision  with  the  young  people. 
Perhaps  he  sought  to  govern  too  much,  and  that  Dr. 
Witherspoon  was  wiser  in  this  respect  when  walking 
across  the  Princeton  campus  with  a  friend  who  called  his 
attention  to  a  young  rogue  who  was  mimicking  the  Doc- 
tor's limping  step.  He  said  to  his  friend,  ^'Hoot,  mon,  if 
ye'll  na  look  at  him  ye"ll  na  see  him  !', 

Be  this  as  it  may  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  sincerity 
and  success  of  the  good  man  in  his  efforts  to  lead  the 
young  people  of  Hanover  into  the  paths  of  virtue  and 
right  living.  The  late  Mrs.  Electa  Beach  Jackson,  wife 
of  Col.  Joseph  Jackson,  of  Rockaway,  once  related  the 
scene  which  occurred  in  the  Hanover  church  the  Sabbath 
after  Mr.  Green's  death  in  1790.  Dr.  Ashbel  Green  spoke 
to  the  young  people  who  thronged  the  house,  about  his 
father,  their  pastor  and  friend.  She  says  the  young  peo- 
ple were  greatly  moved,  and  as  by  a  common  impulse 
arose  in  all  parts  of  the  church  and  remained  standing 
until  he  closed.  They  were  moved  to  tears  and  in  this 
wa}^  tenderly  proved  that  however  they  may  have  tri^d 
their  pastor  by  their  levity,  they  venerated  him  and  ap- 
proved his  fidelity. 

Dr.  Green  in  his  autobiography  makes  reference  to  this 
scene,  and  adds  that  many  of  them  soon  were  added  to 
the  church.  Mrs.  Jackson  heard  Dr.  Ashbel  Green's  first 
sermon  in  the  Hanover  church.  She  says  to  their  uncul- 
tivated eyes  the  young  man  seemed  dressed  in  the  height 
of  the  fashion,  greatly  in  contrast  with  anything  ever 
seen  in  that  pulpit. 

The  young  preacher  also  made  many  eloquent  flourishes 
and  declamations.  When  the  service  was  finished  the 
father  said  to  his  son,  severely  and  almost  contemptuously  : 
"Ashbel,  I  am  ashamed  of  you  !"  But  no  doubt  he  had 
time  to  get  over  this  and  to  note  w^th  pride  the  great  son 
he  had  given  to  the  pulpit. 

There  was  a  vein  of  superstition  in  Mr.  Green's  mind. 
It  is  related  that  in  1773  he  was  very  sick  and  apparently 
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near  the  grave.  He  even  took  leave  of  his  family  one 
evening,  "expecting  to  be  in  eternity  before  morning," 
and  yet  he  recovered.  His  first  sermon  after  his  restora- 
tion "  was  on  the  sickness  and  recovery  of  Hezekiah." 

He  then  told  his  wife  that  "  his  mind  was  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  belief  that  his  life  had  been  lengthened 
in  answer  to  prayer  like  that  of  Hezekiah  fifteen  years." 
His  death  occurred  about  a  month  before  the  limit  of 
fifteen  years  was  reached.  (Life  of  Dr.  A.  Green,  199.) 
Dr.  Sprague  says  that  when  his  death  was  evidently  near 
his  wife  asked  him  what  were  his  views  as  to  his  future 
well  being.  He  repliecf :  "  I  have  a  hope,"  and,  after  a 
short  interval,  added,  "and  some  fear."  Having  uttered 
these  words,  his  spirit  gently  passed  away.  (Annals 
iii.,   139) 

^fter  carefully  reviewing  the  life  of  Rev.  Jacob  Green, 
I  am  constrained  to  approve  the  words  of  eulogy  which 
his  son  had  placed  on  his  monument  near  the  site  of  the 
church  in  which  he  had  officiated  so  many  years.  Indeed, 
so  much  has  he  grown  on  my  admiration  that  I  have 
thought  whilst  approving  all  the  inscription  in  its  twenty- 
one  lines  as  just  and  true,  yet  the  affectionate  son  might 
have  expressed  all  of  it  in  the  first  line  alone  : 

""He  was  a  inan!''^ 


*  It  was  my  purpose  to  consider  Jacob  Green  as  an  ecclesiastic,  but  it 
proved  too  large  to  be  added  to  an  article  already  too  long.  It  has  been 
well  discussed  by  abler  pens. 
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